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THAT I preſume to ſhelter under your _ 
Patronage the followin g Sheets, will not, = f 
„ hope, be deemed too great an intruſion — 
on that goodneſs and favor I have. 


conſtantly experienced, and to which I "> 


. ro 
— 


have 


DEDICATION. 


| have been ſo eſſentially indebted for the 


advantages derived from my former tri- 


1 fling productions; You, Madam, firſt 
3 condeſcended to honor them with your 9 


approbation, and impelled by motives 
which evinced the ſuperior goodneſs of 
your heart, you firſt encouraged me to 


I commit them to the Public ; ; _— 
tmhrew a veil over the imperfections your 


: judgment could not approve, and your 


5 influence, like the exhilerating ſun, dif- 
bb fuſed candour and lenity into every > 
. breaſt, whoſe favorable opinion could 
yy do me pater Impreſſed as I am with 5 
A a ſenſe of ſuch unexampled kindneſs, 6s 
| perhaps I do wrong to tax it ſo highly 2 
5 as to ſolicit the honor of your patronage 85 
lor . Exrzx and Jets, but conſcious | 
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DEDICATION. 


of the very ſmall degree of merit to 


which the Work in itſelf can lay any 


claim; pardon me, Madam, if I preſume 


to ſeek, under the ſanction of a name ſo 


reſpectable, to give it that degree of con- 
ſequence in the eyes of the world, to 
which otherwiſe it could have no pre- 


tenſions, and at the ſame time indulge 


the gratification of that vanity you have 


raiſed and cheriſhed by your diſtinguiſhed | 
favors, i in ſeizing this public opportunity 
of avowing myſelf, with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of reſpect and gratitude, 


MADAM, 

Your much obliged, 
and devoted humble Servant;. : 
xis Pansen. 


London, 
November 12, 1753. 
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Tas nn Work 1 ſubmit to the 
Judgment of the Public with much 
greater diffidence and anxiety than when 
I firſt threw myſelf on its candour and 
indulgence ; becauſe the many late ex, 
_ cellent productions « of other female wri= _ 
ters painfully convince me of my own 
inability and deficiencies, and at the ſame 
time lays me open to the imputation of 
. preſumption and undue vanity : But as 
the foil ſometimes ſerves to give additi- 
onal brilliancy to the Diamond, I may 
at leaſt be e for an attempt to 


. follow, 


PREFACE. 


follow, though I cannot pate thoſs 


celebrated Ladies to whom the Public 

are ſo much obliged for their amuſe- 

ment. To the ſhafts of criticiſm I bow 

with reſpec; neither deprecating their 
ſeverity nor imploring their indulgence, 

ſince either would equally offend their 
ny and . 
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CHAP. I. 


AR removed from the © buſy hans 
of men,” in a retired but moſt delight- 
ful Sund, Mr. Woodville lived, ſecluded 
from the world in the boſom of his family, 
an amiable wife and two lovely daughters; 
nearly ſixteen years had elapſed ſince he had 
quitted a life of faſhion, diſſipation, court 
* ang thoſe, who, in 1 the dreht day of; 
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2 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


his proſperity had called themſelves his friends. 
Unexpected diſappointments and diſguſts, 

working on a temper naturally irritable, 
proud, and impetuous, cauſed a ſudden revo- 
lution in his mind and manners; he haſtily 
fled from London to France, and from thence 
returned again to a remote and almoſt unfre- 

quented part of this kingdom, where ſolitude 

and inactivity nurſed his diſcontents, and 
„ inſpired him with an averſion to ſociety. 


Mr. Woodville \ was deſcended from a no- 


ble family, he was an only ſon, conſequently 
no expence was ſpared in his education, to 
4 make him worthy of the reſpectable name 
"he bore, and the very handſome fortune to- / 


which he was heir, independent of his ex- 
pectations from an aunt of his mother „ a. 
__ ny of large . 


f ' When his education was compleated, under 
the care of his tutor, he was ſent abroad to 
viſit the different courts of Europe — he 


had a ſtrong underſtandin 
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ELLEN AND JULIA, b 
The gentleman who accompanied him on 
his tour was of a truly reſpectable character 


as to morals, but his knowledge of the world 
was extremely confined ; the attention which 


his ſtudies at the univerſity required, and the 


narrow limits of his fortune, precluded him 
from ſharing in the amuſements, or joining 
in the diſſipations of his fellow collegians, con- 


ſequently he ſtudied books more than men, 
and indulged particular ſentiments and pre- 


judices that rendered him a very unfit com- 
panion to guide a young man who had adopted 


ſimilar ideas, through different countries, 


with whoſe cuſtoms, manners, and ſoci- 


eties he was entirely unacquainted, but by 
books. The elder Mr. Woodville, never- 
theleſs, though ſenſible of thoſe deficiencies, = 


thought them greatly overbalanced by -his 


ſtrict integrity and goodneſs of heart, he there- 
fore allowed his ſon a very liberal income, 
and provided handſomely for Mr. 8 to 


accompany him. 


; Tis not t neceſſary to follow them in theit 


tour, ſuffice i it to lay, that with ſtrong pre- 
B 2 judices 
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judices in favor of their own country, and a 
| ſovereign contempt for foreigners of every 
' deſcription, inſtead of profiting by the let- 
ters of recommendation they carried with 
them, when once thoſe letters were delivered 
and the uſual compliments reciprocally paid, 
they ſought out their own countrymen, and 
attached themſelves to a ſociety from which 
they could acquire neither improvements in 
the language, nor knowledge in the manners 
of different nations. ; 


Mir. Moyle did not at firſt foreſee the per- 
nicious conſequences attending this thought- 
leſs plan, he held the French people in the 

moſt ridiculous point of view; he conſidered 
them as light, frivolous, and incapable of 


5 friendſhip, prone to every vice and folly which 


. diſgraces human nature, and from the narrow 
prejudice of education and his confined ſtudies 
did not avail himfelf of the opportunities 
_ that occured of acquiring more liberal ſen- 
timents. His Pupil had formed his judg- 
ment on the fame ſcale, and, not fond of 


Living. 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 5 


giving himſelf trouble, took people exactly 

as he found them, without ſtudying charac- 

ters, and unhappily they found too many of 
their countrymen to keep them in counte- 
nance. 


I be very few who travel for improvement 
bear ſo ſmall a proportion to the idle and 
diſſipated, that Mr. Woodville and his friend 
very ſoon found themſelves entangled with a 
ſet of acquaintance which did them no honor 
in the opinion of thoſe whoſe favorable judg- 
ments were really worth their cultivation. 


Several diſagreeable adventures in different 
places at length gave Mr. Moyle ſerious 
concern for the morals and health of his young 
friend, and at Florence he fell in with an old 
acquaintance, who had the honor of accom- a 
Panying the Marquis of B-—; this gentle- 
man opened his eyes to the impropriety of. 
their connexions, and perſuaded him to adopt 
a different plan—to aſſociate with tuch cha- 
rafters as might improve both his heart 
and underſtanding, and pay attention to the f 
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manners and cuſtoms of the different cities 

he viſited; but, alas! folly and diſſipation had 
laid ſuch ſtrong hold of Mr. Woodville's 

mind, that the remonſtrances of his friend 
were treated with the higheſt contempt: he 

purſued, what he called pleaſure, with ſuch 
avidity, became the companion of ſeveral ri- 
otous young men of faſhion, who initiated 
him into every vice, and devoted himſelf ſo 

go entirely to gambling and intrigue, that his 

expences very far exceeded the allowance his 
father had liberally made him, and conſe - 

quently he was plunged into a thouſand dif- 

ficulties which reduced him to mean unwor- 
thy Mifts to ſupply the eee on [nn 7 

_ purſe, 


Poor Mr. Moyle ſaw, with infinite con- 
cern, the folly of the conduct they had pur- : 
ſued, and had no other reſource than to write 
the elder Mr. Woodville the exact ſtate of - 
their ſituation—this letter produced an im- 
mediate order for their return, and to avoid 
any reflections from his ſon on Mr. Moyle, 
he gays no other reaſon for his  requel, than 
7 508 - - 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 7 
the indifferent ſtate of his own health. In 
truth, he had been ſubject, for ſome time, to 
repeated attacks of the gout in his head and 
ſtomach, though that conſideration alone 
would not have occaſioned the recall of his 
ſon; but for the letter he received from Mr. 
Moyle. Young Woodville was exceedingly 
diſpleaſed at the neceſſity for obeying his fa- 
ther's orders, and quitted his companions with 
_ anfinite reluctance, but was ſomewhat con- 
ſoled by the hopes of ſeeing two or three of 
them within a few months in England: their 
departure was not delayed, and in a very ſhort 
time they arrived in England; on that very 
day Mr. Woodville the elder expired ſud- 
denly, and when Mr. Moyle and his young 
friend alighted at the houſe, they found the 

whole family immerſed in the deepeſt forrow. | 
Struck with an event ſo little expected, Mr. 
_ Woodville felt the ſincereſt grief, he flew to 
his mother and mingled his tears with her's: 
The only conſolation ſhe could hope for was 
POR the preſence of her ſon, yet his ftriking re- 
ſemblance to his late father cauſed an- invo- 
e ee Jumary 
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luntary ſhriek, whilſt ſhe embraced him in 
an emphatic ſilence. 


Several days elapſed before they were re- 


ſtored to that mild reſignation they owed to 


the decrees of heaven, and a much longer 

time paſſed ere Mr. Woodville could be pre- 
vailed upon to cxamine into his affairs, when 

he did ſo, he found a clear eſtate of eight 


thouſand a year belonged to him, with no 


other incumbrance than a jointure of 1200], 
per Annum to his mother; there was allo a 


large property in the funds of many thouſand 
pounds, and an immenſe quantity of plate. 


1 5 It was not poſſible to ſuppoſe a young man 
of two and twenty could be indifferent to the 
| enjoyment of ſuch a noble independence; in 


truth, he was highly gratified and ſoon formed 


his reſolutions. He requeſted his mother ſtill 
to continue in the manſion-houſe and live i in 
her accuſtomed ſtyle; he preſented Mr. 


Moyle with two thouſand pounds to pur- 


chaſe a living, over and above one thouſand 
by Fo ee to him * his e and having 
8 . with 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 9 
with the aſſiſtance of his ſteward ſettled the 
neceſſary buſineſs among his tenants, he ha- 


ſtened to London, with all the 1 impatience of 
a young man, eager to 1894 his fortune and 


independence. 


He ſoon launched into every faſhionable 
folly, and by ſome of his noble companions 
vas introduced to the moſt noted houſes for 
diſſipation and gambling about town, where 
his fortune procured him a welcome _ 
tion, and was quickly difperſed 1 into various 
hands. 


Se 


3 * — * 
F 8 7 


| H= had as nearly two years in town in 
the full career of pleaſure, when acci- 
dent threw bim into the — o two 
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ladies one evening, at the play, who being at- 
tended by only one gentleman, and the crowd 


occaſioning great difficulty in getting to their 


carriage, Mr. Woodville, who had been much 


ſtruck with the charms of the youngeſt lady, 


and had flowly followed them, obſerving their 


_ embarraſſment, eagerly offered his aſſiſtance, 
and was permitted to eſcort the elder one, 


and ſre them in ſafety to their coach; he re- 
ceived their thanks for his politeneſs, but had 


no opportunity to enquire their names. 


All night his thoughts were occupied by 
the engaging object he had ſeen at the theatre, 

he was ſure ſhe muſt be a ſtranger, as he had 
never obſerved her at any public place until 
that evening, and for the firſt time in his life 
he felt particular anxiety and reſtleſsneſs to 


ſee her n. 


be following day n into the 5 on 
returning down the mall, he met the very 
gentleman who had accompanied the ladies 
the preceding evening, and who now ſtopped 
| and veſg politely thanked him for his aſſiſt- 
"x > 4. ance 
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ELLEN AND JULIA, 77 
ance to his wife and her niece. Mr. Wood- 
ville gladly embraced the opportunity of cul- 

tivating his acquaintance, and returned with 
him towards Buckingham Houſe. In the 
courſe of their walk meeting ſeveral of his 
companions who ſaluted him by his name, the 
gentleman aſked him if he was related to the 
Woodville's of Dorſetſhire ; on his anſwering 
in the affirmative, and frankly telling his name 
and place of reſidence, the other expreſſed 
great pleaſure in their accidental meeting, 
having formerly well known his mother and 
her family: This brought on a general con- 
verſation, which ended in a warm invitation 
from Mr. Sandford, (the ſtranger's name) to 
take his mutton with him, at five o'clock, in 
Dover- Street; a requeſt which Mr. Wood- 
ville gladly acceded to, and they parted mu- 
tually pleaſed with each other. Chance had 
how done for him every thing he could have 
5 deſired, and he haſtened with much pleaſure 
to his appointment, where he was introduced 
to Mrs. Gandfogd and Miſs Neville, 1 


Bs This 
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in her infancy : Her father, a dignified cler- 


gyman, had a genteel fortune and a handſome 


income, but poſſeſſing that true philanthropy 


Tpis young lady had loſt both her parents 


and benevolence of heart which ought to be 5 


the characteriſtic of his profeſſion, his income 
was moſtly appropriated to the relief of his 
indigent neighbours, his pariſhioners he con- 
fidered as his children, and intitled in his opi- 
nion to a ſhare of every good he poſſeſſed; yet 


his acts of benevolence were guided by a pro- 
per diſcrimination ; for, as he juſtly obſerved, 
a a trifling ſum if ſeaſonably applied would affiſt 


the induſtrious and careful man, whilſt hun- 


dreds beſtowed on the idle and profligate 
could be of no real utility without economy. 


He gave therefore with a liberal but a re- 
ſtraining hand, and, ſatisfied that his expendi- 


| ture did not exceed the income of his fortune, 
| he ſought not to-increaſe ir. Unhappily for 
his family and numerous dependants, in 
purſuing his uniform cuſtom of viſiting the 
| ſick, he caught a putrid fever, the diſtemper 


proved fatal, and in a few days deprived the 


world of a a truly g good man, the poor of a ge- 
nerous 
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nerous benefactor, and his family of an affec- 


tionate huſband and father. 


Mrs. Neville bore the heavy ſtroke like a 


; Chriſtian, ſhe neither murmured or complain- : 
ed, ſhe ſtrove to ſubdue her feelings, that ſhe - 
might do her duty towards her little girl, then 


five years old, and the only remaining child out 
of four; but, alas! ſorrow ſeized on her heart, 


when the object of her tendereſt affections 
was entombed in the ſilent grave, when ſhe 


was obliged to quit the houſe ſhe delighted 


in, and the neighbourhood ſhe loved; when 
the poor came in crowds around her, bewail- 
ing their irreparable loſs. and imploring a 
thouſand bleſſings on her and her child, with 
uplifted hands and ſtreaming eyes; poor Mrs. 
Neville found her fortitude ſubdued; a con- 
ſtitution naturally delicate ſunk under her af- 
flictions, ſhe fell into a rapid decline, and in 
leſs than ten months after the death of her 
beloved huſband followed him to the grave, 
leaving her little orphan, with about eight | 
thouſand pounds, to the care of Mrs. Sand- 


to rd, 
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ford, her only ſiſter and relation, no near ones 
of * Neville $ mY living. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sandford had only one ſon, 
three years older than Ellen Neville, his little 
couſin. He was placed abroad to ſchool, 
and after he left it, at his own requeſt, entered 
into the army, though greatly againſt the 
wiſhes of his parents, who would have found 
it much more difficult to part with him, but 
for the conſolatioh they enjoyed in the com- 
pany of their niece. 


Miſs Neville had received every advantage 
a liberal education could beſtow, although her 
uncle chiefly reſided in the country; yet the 
beſt maſters, and a polite ſenſible woman, 


who ſuperintended her education, left no room 


for regret that ſhe lived ſo far from the capi- 
tal. She was juſt come of age, and to ſettle 
her affairs, and deliver up their truſts of her 
fortune, brought Mr. and Mrs. Sandford to 
town, a few days previous to Mr. Woodville's 
ſeeing them at the play: he found his admi- 
ration of the young rd conſiderably in- 
creaſed 
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ereaſed by this ſecond interview, nor did he 
fail in obtaining the good opinion of choſe 
whoſe eſteem he was deſirous of poſſeſſing 
The family intending to remain bout a ohh 
in town, he received a general invitation, and 
availed himſelf of the opportuni.ty to. offer 
his ſervices as their eſcort to pubric places: 
In ſhort, his former companions were deſerted 
and his whole time given up to Miſs Neville, 
whoſe partiality in his favour became fo vi- 
| ſible, that Mrs. Sandford began to be ala rmed 
for the peace of her niece ; ſhe knew noꝭ but 
Mr. Woodville might be one of thoſe n\ ale 

i flirts, who from idleneſs and vanity often ſe = 
"= obtain the affections of a young womarl 8 

| without any other view than to gratify their 
own ſelf conſequence ; ſhe therefore conſulted \ 
her huſpand on the propriety of their return 


to the country, or giving up a dangerous ac- 
wn, | 


That very day Mr. Woodville determin- 
ed to open his heart to Miſs Neville, and 
make her an offer of his hand. He came to 
che hauſe Wulle Mr. and Mrs. Sandford were 


conſidering 
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ELLFN AND JULIA. 
conſidering in what manner to decline his vi- 
fits, and findingꝭ the young lady alone, eagerly 


ſeized the opportunity, and diſcloſed his paſ- 
ſion. She wjas greatly ſurpriſed, though to 
„not diſpleaſed, yet ſhe thought 


the (declaration rather premature, on a fort- 


_ night's ac Juaintance only, and felt an indeli- 


cacy in 90 tving it the leaſt e of counte- 
nance. 


er ſhe hind recovered from the confolion 


ſhe / naturally fell into, ſhe thanked him for 
the / honor of his good opinion, but aſſured him 
Ve muſt forfeit all pretenſions to it, if ſhe 

Could think ſeriouſly on ſuch an offer, which 


Fonly a long intimacy could authoriſe, and fuch 


in their countenances. Agreeable to a con- 


certed plan, they announced their intention 
of leaving town in a few days, if tneir niece 


had no oobhedion. She bluſhed, faltered, and 
ſtammered 


a knowledge of each other's diſpoſition as 
could not be obtained in a few weeks. aha; 


Mr. and Mrs. Sandford now entered the. 
E room, and ſaw a viſible confuſion and emotion 


1 
l 
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ſtammered out, © ſhe was ready to attend 


Woodville, much alarmed, requeſted a few 
words in private with Mr. Sandford, which 
being complied with, he very frankly repeated 


his addreſs to Miis Neville, and ſolicited his 
intereſt with his charming niece : He entered 


into the particulars of his fortune, and though 
he took ſhame to himſelf for the large fums 
he had diſſipated, yet he had ftill upwards of 8 
ſeven thouſand a year, unincumbered, and 
offered the moſt liberal ſettlements. Mr. 


Sandford could not but acknowledge his for- 
tune was far above what his niece had a right 
to expect, and well knowing the reſpectability 
of the family, ſhe certainly was honored in the 
offer :—he therefore promiſed to conſult his 
Lady, and aſſured him of his intereſt. Wood- 
ville was delighted with his ſucceſs, and re- 
turned to the drawing-room, with a counte- 
nance © brightened by boy and expectation. 


Not to dwell on a i ſubject fo tedious as 


courtſhip, which affords but little pleaſure : 
except 
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except tothe parties concerned, tis ſufficient 
to ſay the gentleman ſucceeded in his addreſſes 
and was united to Miſs Neville, with the) Joint 
approbation of all their friends, within four 
-months after his firſt application for her favor. 
They retired for ſome time to Woodville Hall, 
where, at their joint requeſt, his mother con- 
tinued to reſide, the two ladies were delighted 
with each 88 and lived 4 in the utmoſt har- 
mony. 


CHAP. II. 


M. WOODVILLE ſoon grew tired of 
. the country; during the warmth of his 

_ affection for Miſs Neville, his gay compa- 
nions and diſſipated purſuits were given up, 

and in her company every pleaſure was cen- 
tered ; but now that expectation and paſſion 
had 


* 
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had ſubſided into a calm poſſeſſion of his 
wiſhes, the activity of his mind ſought more 
entertainment than rational converſation or 


the amuſements of the country. The Bath 
ſeaſon being begun he propoſed going there, 


his Lady made no objections, ſhe was young, 


handſome, and had ſeen but little of the great 
world; the ſtyle in which ſhe now lived was 
ſo ſplendid, ſo unlike the moderate and re- 


tired way in which ſhe had been accuſtomed 


to move, that no wonder a young woman 
ſhould be pleaſed at being introduced into life 
in a manner ſo gratifying to female minds; ſhe 


very earneſtly beſought their mother to ac- 


company them, but that good Lady, who had 
been drawn to London only to attend her ſon's | 
marriage, returned with double pleaſure to the 
family manſion, fixed in her determination to 


reſide the remainder of her days in the country | 


from whence no perſuaſions could remove 


her; ſhe regretted the loſs of her childrens“ 
company, but did not expect young people 


ſhould give up the world like herſelf, they 
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parted with mutual regret, never, alas: to 
meet * AY 
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in all the faſhionable parties, whilſt Mr. 


from day to day for many weeks, without the 
leaſt reflection on either ſide, of the large ſtrides 
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r. and Mrs. Woodville proceeded on 
their journey, and arrived fafely at Bath, 


where, on enquiry, he found many of his for- 


mer companions whom he had neglected, but 
the renewal of whoſe acquaintance he was 
anxious now to obtain. The ſucceeding day 


he ſallied out to reconnoitre the company at 


the rooms, and was happy to meet ſeveral 


perſons he knew, alſo ſome ladies who con- 


gratulated him on his marriage, and promiſed 
to pay their compliments to his lady. He 
was accompanied home by two gentlemen, 


who dined with him, and not to dwell on un- 
intereſting particulars, within a fortnight after 
their arrival at Bath they had a univerſal ac- 
quaintance; Mrs. Woodville s beauty, Mrs. 
 Woodville's dreſs and carriages, were the uni- 
verſal theme of admiration—ſhe was engaged 


Woodville fell in with his old aſſociates, and . 
 gambled higher than ever. 1 | 


This mode of life was regularly purſued 


they 
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they were making towards diſſipation and ruin: 
One night, however, Mrs. Woodville, who 
was by no means an adept in play, loſt nearly 
five hundred pounds, the largeneſs of the ſum 
ſtartled her, ſhe returned home oppreſt and 
unhappy, a gentleman was her creditor, ſhe 
was not at that time poſſeſſed of half the mo- 
ney, nor did ſhe like applying to her huſband ; 
| ſhe paſſed the night in the moſt cruel diſqui- 
etude, ſhe recollected all her loſſes and found 
they amounted to an immenſe ſum, though 
| ſhe had not loſt in one evening ſo conſider- 
N 25 as on that r night. 


1 From reviewing her own conduct the 
paſſed to her huſband's, and judged from vari- 
- ous circumſtances that the depredations on his 
purſe were {till oreater; a few hours reflection 
worked an inſtantaneous change in her mind, 
ſhe reſolved to give up play, and the diſſi- 
pated company ſhe had hitherto engaged 
with, and by an ingenuous confeſſion to her 
huſband obtain the money to pay her debts 
of honor, aſſuring him they ſhould be the laſt 
ſhe ever would contract. This laudable re- 
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ſolution ſhe purſued the next day, though with 
evident confuſion and reluctance. Unfortu- 
nately nothing could have happened more 
mal-apropos, for Mr. Woodville had in that 
week loſt many thouſands, and was at that 
very moment conſidering how, or in what 
manner, to raiſe money to pay his own en- 
gements, he therefore, for the firſt time 
ſince their marriage ſpoke both rudely and 
unkindly, blamed | her extravagance, and aſ- 
ſured her juſt then he had not fifty pieces to 
command. Thunderſtruck and mortified, 
poor Mrs. Woodville burſt into tears, ac- 
| knowledged her error, and deteſted the follies 
ſhe had been guilty of. Affected by her ſor- | 
row, he bid her keep her reſolutions, and in a 


day or two he would wat the ſums ſhe re- 


> iti 


She left him overiiiletied with confuſion 
and remorſe; the vanity which unaccuſtomed 
ſplendour had raiſed and gratified ſhe ſaw in 
its true light, and from that moment ſne de- 
termined to follow a new courſe of life: with- 
in three days Mr. Woodville procured mo- 

| ney 
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9 
ney and their debts were diſcharged. She 
ventured to propoſe ſpending their Chriſtmas 
with their good mother at the Hall, but he 
abſolutely declined it, and ſoon after carried 
her to London. 


There every ſcheme of pleaſure was purſued 
on a larger ſcale, he became acquainted, and 
joined in the parties of ſome of the higheſt 

rank, and moſt diſtinguiſhed for their diſſipa- 

tion and extravagance z the conſequences were 
obvious, and in a ſhort time he experienced 
difficulties that plunged him into every mean 
ſcheme that gamblers are always ſubject to. 


Mrs. Woodville indeed kept her word, ſhe 


gave up play, but ſhe was compelled to have | 
routs, balls, ſuppers, and all thoſe expenſive 
entertainments, by which women of faſhion _ 


are diſtinguiſhed, and in which they endeavour 
5 outvie each other. 


Wuilſt e we in the full career of plea- 
ſures that did not accord with Mrs. Wood- 
ville's inclinations, but which faſhion and her: 
. huſband” 8 deſires impoſed upon her, they 


received 
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received an account from their ſteward of the 
ſudden death of their good parent, at the 
Hall, after only three hours complaint in her 
head. This information was a great ſhock 
to both; Mr. Woodville reſpected and va- 
lued his mother greatly, his wife loved her 
moſt tenderly, and grieved ſincerely, ſne be- 
fought him to go down, but he by no means 
thought it neceſſary to engage in melancholy 
ſcenes, his mother had always requeſted ſhe 
might be buried privately, and therefore the 
ſteward could perform every neceſſary duty. 
She was hurt at what ſhe-conceived a failure 
of reſpect to the memory of ſo worthy a pa- 
rent, and a want of decorum in the eyes of 
the world; but her femonſtrances were in 
vain, he had ſo attached himſelf to a ſet of gay 
| companions, that no conſiderations could in- 
duce him to leave them, altho' want of affec- 
tion, and reſpect to his mother, when living 
was certainly not imputable to him. Her 
_ - Jointure was very acceptable both to him and 
his friends, and for a time relieved him from 


| his difficulties, but it was a temporary aſſiſt- 


—— — —— — —— 


ville paid due court to his noble friends, they 
were indeed now ſo exceeding}y buy he coll 
2. vor. . SY not 
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affairs were greatly deranged. 


He had for ſome time been intimate with 


two noblemen, who had no ſmall intereſt in 


the adminiſtration, and had been extremely 


profuſe in their offers of ſervice to him. Mr. 
Woodville ſenſible of the great diminution of 


his fortune, now thought that intereſt might 


_ procure him a place under government of 
ſome conſequence. Sanguine in his expec- 
rations he applied to them with all that eaſe 

and aſſurance of ſucceſs he had been taught 


to look forward to; he was received with 


kindneſs, and flattered with the warmeſt pro- 
miſes of being ſoon ſettled in a handſome em- 
ploy ment: he returned home elated with the 
kindneſs of his friends, and expecting nothing 
leſs than two or three thouſand a year; in con- 
ſequence of which hopes, he put no limits to - 
his expences ; and of courſe, grew every day 
more involved, and his eſtates more deeply 


ance only to himſelf, and in a few months his 


rere * 


mortgaged. Time rolled on, Mr. Wood- 
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not often ſee them, but when he- did, their 


former promiſes were renewed with a warmth 
that could leave no doubt upon his mind as 
to his being ſoon pleaſantly ſituated. 8Þo 


He was now truly a dependant upon courtly 


favor, and to his infinite ſurpriſe very ſoon 
experienced the value of the friendſhip he re- 


lied upon. When application was made for 


Proofs of their profeſſions the gentlemen were 
never at home; his cards were daily leſt, no 


notice was taken of them; he grew uneaſy 
and determined to fee them: He attended 


the next levee, and ſaw them at burt, but there 


he found them ſurrounded by a crowd of 
courtiers, and needy dependants ; a very diſ- 


tant bow was all the notice he could obtain, 


Fired with rage and indignation he returned 
home, and wrote an expoſtulatory letter to 


each: The anſwers he received almoſt de- 


prived him of his reaſon, and annihilated hjs | 


5 hopes for ever It appeared they muſt have 


conſulted together, and fixed their mode ſor 
anſwering his application, the letters were ſo 
exactly alike, * Nothing could be more pain- 
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ful to their feelings than being obliged to in- 
form their dear friend of their ill ſucceſs with 
the miniſter. A general election was at hand, 
the great man was obliged to attend to the 
recommendations of powerful members, they 
were his particular friends that he could de- 
pend upon in the upper houſe, he was com- 
pelled therefore, however contrary to his in- 
clinations, to ſeek for aſſiſtance from thoſe 
who had great County intereſt, and they muſt 
be obliged.” A few general profeſſions of 
friendſhip which meant nothing, and a freez- 
z ing polnencſs, concluded the letters, 


Never was man more irricated than Mr. 
Woodville, his eyes were opened at once to 
| ſee the dupe he had been made; his fortune 
laviſhed on the diſſipated and ungrateful, and 
reduced from opulence to difficulties and diſ- 
grace; his eſtate was mortgaged to its full 
value, and, on a review of his affairs, little | 
more remained chan his wife 8 fortune, her 
ſettlement of four hundred a ele; 4 . his 
town houſe and n «OE © 
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Mrs. Woodville had juſt laid-in of a fine 
girl, he felt bitter remorſe on reflecting he 
might poſlibly have a large family without 
the means of providing for them ſuitable to 
their birth, his eſtate was entailed upon the 
male heirs, and ſhould he have no ſon, de- 
ſcended to a very diſtant branch of the fa- 
mily, conſequently his girls had only their 
mother's fortune, and what he could ſave from 
his income, which was now reduced to a very 
lender pittance- comparatively to what he 
had poſſeſſed. 


His father always reſided in the country, 
and extremely averſe to politics and all party 
intereſts, preferred the title of a plain country 

gentleman to all the brilliant offers which 

nad been made to him, he lived for his fa- 
mily, and his tenants, to whom he was ever 

a father and a counſellor, and was equally be- 
loved and reſpected. After his death, when 


Mr. Woodville came into the poſſeſſion of | | 


the family eſtate and his aunt's fortune, he 
was too eager in the purſuit of pleaſure to 


> Pay any attention to the intereſt he might 


have 
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have acquired in the county, and which now 
he found, when too late, was the only road 
to miniſterial favor. 1 
Diſtracted at a ſituation ſo replete with 
mortifications, he could not bear the idea of 
remaining in England, both pride and pru- 
dence ſuggeſted the neceſſity of living abroad 
on a frugal plan, he knew the ſweetneſs of his 
wife's temper, and her extreme affection for 
him never would ſuffer her to upbraid him; 
and although the diſcloſure of the derange- 
ment of his affairs muſt give her great diſ- 
quietude, he was perſuaded that her only he 
had to look up to for his future happineſs: | 
as ſoon therefore as Mrs. Woodville was per- 
fectly recovered, he made an ingenuous con- 
feſſion of the vexations which preyed upon 
his mind, and conſulted her upon the pro- 
priety of leaving England for ſome time; the 
heard him with much leis emotion than he 
| expected, in truth, ſne had been preparing 
her mind for ſome time to bear ſuch a diſ. 
cloſure , as was now made, and therefore, . 
however painful the ce rtainty of What it ** 
dreaded, her conſtant apprehenſions had 


A made 
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made the evil lighter to her feelings than he 
could have hoped for, and her ready aequi- 
eſcence with his plan without a ſingle word 
| of reprozch to him, and throwing the blame 
on her own folly and imprudence only, en- 
bs gaged his warmeſt e, and affection. 15 


Every Ming was ſoon ſettled for r 95 
parture to the continent, Mrs. Woodville 
wrote to take legve of her uncle and aunt, 
with whom ſhe had conſtantly correſponded, 
and who were now in hourly expectation of 
their ſon's arrival from India. They had few 
friends, befides Mr. and Mrs. Sandford, to 
leave behind, for as their acquaintance lay 
entirely among perſons of faſhion, who were 
too polite to inſult people whoſe circum- 
ſtances were depreſſed either by viſiting, or 
profeſſing eſteem, where neither pride, inte · 
reſt, or pleaſure could be gratified; they 
| were permitted quietly to depart without the 
ſmalleſt regret; on the contrary, every one 
thought the poor creatures were extremely 
right to go abroad with the ſhabby remains 
of their former ſplendour, when no longer in 
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4 ſituation to be reſpected at home. T bus 


then, Mr. Woodville, his wife, and child, 
with two ſervants, a male and female, ſet off 
for Calais, and from thence went on to Liſle, 


in the neighbourhood of which he ene 
to ſettle. 


CHAP. Iv. 


R. WOODVILLE went daily round 
> the environs in ſearch of a retired ſitu- 


ation, chance at laſt conducted him to a ſpot 
| ſuitable to his wiſhes ; about nine miles from 
the city he ſaw a {mall houſe, that lay buried 
among trees, entirely ſecluded from public 
view, asd which only curioſity like his would 
have explored; an elderly couple reſided in 
it to prevent its falling into decay, and look 
after che gardens which were of much greater 
extent than could have been expected from 
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the diminutive fize of the houſe. On en- 
quiry he was told the owner of the eſtate was 
lately dead, and probably it would be let out 
to rent, as the heir was young, and the gen- 
tleman who had the care of his fortune did | 
not chuſe to lay out money in repairs. On 
this information Mr. Woodville applied to 
the perſon alluded to, and every ſatisfaction 
being given by both parties, the agreement 
was made and he took poſſeſſion of the houſe 
in leſs than a month from their arrival at 
Liſle. In this ſolitary retreat, without a ſin- 
_ ole acquaintance, all company being excluded, 
they lived unknowing and unknown. The 
old folks they found in the houſe they re- 
' rained in it, to procure them neceſfaries, as 
their own ſervants were ſtrangers to the lan- 
guage, and they fougd them both honeſt and 
; uſeful. 


'T hey had reſidled near five years cut off #2 
from all ſociety, when an event took place 
that induced them to reviſit England. Two 

years after they were ſettled Mrs. Wood- 

vr was brought to bed of a fine boy, 


53 „ which 


bo 
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which gave new life to her huſband's ſenti- 


ments; he had now an heir, he could fell 


timber, and receive other advantages from 
his eſtates, which might empower him to 


provide better for his girls or younger chil- 
dren; his melancholy ſubſided, he doated on 
his boy, and his temper every day grew more 


Placid, and conſequently the whole family 


was happier; but, alas! Mort · ſighted mor- 
tals as we are, events which appear to us as 


productive of happineſs often prove our bit- 


tereſt curſe. This darling ſon when nearly 
three years old took the ſmall pox, the pa- 
rents were diſtracted, they were obliged to 
have medical aſſiſtance, which proved in vain, 
to fave him, a younger child, a daughter, 
— cavght the infection, and both expired on 


che ſame day. 


No . can deferide the acl. the | 

diſtreſs which both parents, more particu- 
larly the father, endured: he ſpent whole 

days in a ſmall wood that lay behind the 
| houſe, ſcarcely took any ſuſtenance, nor could 
he bear the fight of the two elder girls, 
8 5 whom | 
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whom providence had ſpared from that fatal 
diſorder. Poor Mrs. Woodville though 
deeply afflicted, kiſſed the rod of correction 
with patience and humility, ſhe was grateful 
to heaven for the recovery of her daughters, 


and ſought by every means poſſible to alle- 


viate the affliftion of her huſband, but nei- 
ther herendearments, time, nor reaſon, could | : 
reſtore his peace, his beſt hopes were anni- 
hilated for ever, he ſaid, and when ſhe hinted | 


that Providence might poſbly bleſs them 


with another ſon, he grew quite furious, and 
alked her if ſhe wanted to have him continu- 


ally curſt with falſe hopes, that he _ ex- 
e che ane ien, 


tle of a amv had paſſed | in this. 


ntl way, anxiety. and forrow had worn 
him to a mere ſhadow, his temper was irri- 
table to a degree that terrified his unhappy 
wife every moment for the conſequences, and 
conſiderably hurt her health; when, one 


morning, after. being ſhut up ſome hours 


alone, he came abruptly. into her apartment 


and told ber to e for her return 
England, 
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Engiakd, he would no longer ſtay in that de- 
teſted country which had made him unhappy 


for ever, he would ſeek ſome wild uninhabited 


corner in Wales, to bury himſelf from the 


world. Mrs. Woodville knew it was in vain 


to reaſon orexpoſtulate, ſhe quietly acquieſced, 


and in a very ſhort time they landed once more 
in their native country, and proceeded directly 
on their road to Hereford, where he propoſed 


leaving his family until-he had found out a 


place agreeable to his wiſhes. Mr. Woodville 


had heard of the romantic ſcenes round Cum- 
berland and Weſtmoreland, thither he bent 


his courſe, and, after a diſagreeable journey of 


upwards of twenty miles, through a deſolate 


country, where only a few wretched huts were 


thinly ſcattered; he came toa ſolitary miſerable. 


alehouſe juſt as night came on, and impeded his 


farther progreſs. Exceſſively fatigued and diſ- 
ſatisfied that no cottage was found to anſwer E 
a his wiſhes, he alighted, and entered this hove! 
to paſs the night. He found five or ſix boors i 
drunk and noiſy, one broken table, and two 
benches were all the furniture, no floor but 
the bare earth, nor any proviſions but bread, f 


15 cheeſe, and onions, 


EL 
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The uncooth inhabitants gathered round 
him, and aſked a hundred queſtions, in lan- 
guage ſcarcely intelligible. He aſked for a 
bed, there was none, in the next, and beſides 
the one they were in there only room, there 
was ſome clean ſtraw, he might lay down 
there. To another this ſituation had been 

deplorable, to Mr. Woodville it was luxury; 
he was in love with miſery; this place was 
congenial to his feelings; and after drinking 
plentifully of ale, he threw himſelf on ſome 
ſtraw, as did likewiſe the old man and his 
ſon in one corner, the boors in another of the 
ſame room, or rather ſhed, for the ſtraw was 
an e cold earth. V 


ech was the fituation of: a man, "VER and g 
accuſtomed to every luxurious indulgence 
fortune could procure! Now, by folly, diſſipa- 
tion, an impetuous difpoſition, a wrong judg- 
ment, and without reafon or ſtability to calm 

his paffions and direct his mind; from one 
extreme he had flown to another, and hated 

all mankind, becauſe he had been unwiſe in 
his choice of companions, and met the dif- 
e and ngratitude a wrong ; felec- 


= tion. 
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tion of ſuch will invariably incur. Impatient 
under the diſpenſations of heaven he indulged 


in unavailing ſorrow, and ſhunned the ſight 
of thoſe whom he thought happier than him 


ſelf, whilſt thouſands of miſerable families, 


languiſhed for a {mall ſhare of thoſe bleſſings | 
he enjoyed, and which, from the miſanthropy 


of his diſpoſition, was in his erroneous judg- 


ment of no eſtimation ; for he had ſtill ſufſi- 


cient fortune to have enabled his family to 


appear in the world genteelly, though not 
ſplendidly, ar was bleſt with an amiable 
wife and two ſweet children; but, alas! to a 
diſcontented mind, the greateſt bleſſings are 
perverted, and Mr. Woodville, with every 
power to enjoy comfort, was, in his own opi- 
nion, the moſt wretched of mankind. 


In the morning when they ape from their 


cold ftraw, and aſſembled to eat bread, and 

drink ale, for their breakfaſt, he enquired of 
the boors if any cottages were to be had in a 
ſolitary retired place. One of them anſwered, 

he knew a houſe now to be let, folitary . 
enough, for nobody would live in it, which 
might be had for a trifle, though there were the 


belt gardens belonging to it, of any place 1 in 


the 


> X 
wy "3%. vn © Ran. 


38 ELLEN AND JULIA. 


the whole County. This information was 
_ eagerly caught at by Mr. Woodville, and he 


offered the man ſome money to go with him 
and point out the place; they accordingly 
fat off together, he walking his horſe by the 
C ͤĩ˙ . 


They travelled over two or three frightful 


hills; but on deſcending from the laſt, down 
a gradual decl.vity, they came to one of the 
moſt beautiful graſs- plats nature ever formed; 


at one end of which, the ri Eden glided 
gently through the vale, in a flat country to- 
wards Kendal; on the other fide was a thick 
wocd, at the bottom of a higk hill, from 
whence you had a proſpect of the ſea, and an 
extenſive view of the country; on the ſkirts 
of the wood enveloped among trees, ſtood a 
large old building, which appeared to have 


been formerly a very handſome ſtructure, 
but was now falling to decay; this the boor 
pointed out as the houſe he had mentioned, 


and was entirely uninhabited - the gardens 

were extenſive on one ſide of the houſe, and 
ſeveral little walks and viſtas were cut in the 
| wood, but all was in a rude neglected ſtate, 
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and made a moſt uncomfortable appearance, 
no houſe or cottage being near it for ſeveral 
mules. 


55 IP 


Deſolate as it was, it pleaſed Mr. Wood- 


ville, he got intelligence where to apply and 
and ſetting off immediately for Kendal, eaſily 


found the owner of the manſion, and pur- 


chaſed it for a very ſmall ſum, being ſo en- 
tirely out of repair. He now took poſſeſſion 
of the houſe, but he found great difficulty in 
procuring the different workmen to make it 
| habitable, fo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed was the 
poor peaſantry that it was haunted by evil 
ſpirits; however, money and perſuaſions, in · 
_ duced ſome to enter, and, in a few days, find- 
ing they were not diſturbed, others followed 
their example, and though not diveſted of Ke, 
their terrors, aſſumed ſufficient courage to 
go on n wich their work in a dar tog gether. 5 


\ In about fix 8 the houſe * grounds 
made a decent appearance, but it was ſtil! 

gloomy from the ſize of the rooms, the ſmall 
windows, and being ſurrounded with trees, 
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hoe dark- ſhades when in leaf prevented 
every ray from the enlivening fun to cheer 


the inhabitants, and in the winter the roaring 


of the diſtant ſea, the wind whiſtling through 
the trees, the loud echoes from the lofty rooms 


all together, were ſufficient to create melan- 


choly, and inſpire horror. 


Mr. Woodville having compleated the 
alterations he deſigned, beheld all theſe diſ- 
advantages with a gloomy ſatisfaction.— 
Here, cried he, I may live without the curſe 
of ſociety, enjoy reſt and quiet for the re- 
mainder of my days, far from all thoſe delu- 


ſtve pleaſures, and deceitful friends, that have 
ruined my fortune and deſtroyed my peace! 
He loſt no time in ſending for his family, 
and his poor wife, with her two children, and 
faithful ſervants, undertook the tedious and 
dreary journey, and at length, almoſt dead 
with fatigue, arrived at Woodland Caſtle, 
the name of their future reſidence. Prepared 

as ſhe was to expect a ſolitary manſion, ſne 
ſhuddered on entering the gloomy rooms, and 
elt a — horror * through her 
. veins: 
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veins : ſhe regretted her little cottage near 


Liſle, and in the. moment ſhe embraced her 


huſband ſhe burſt into tears; he coldly wel- 
comed her, and the ſweet little girls, and pre- 
ſently entered on the regulation of his houſe- 
hold: a ſtrong girl was added to affiſt the 
maid ſervant, and a man to work in the gar- 
dens, which were ſtocked plentifully with ve- 7 
getables for the family uſe ; this man was alſo . 
to market for them, though he intended 
keeping cows and poultry ſufficient to fupply | 
their table. Every eſtabliſhment was ſoon 
| fixed, and for twelve years their life was al- : 
moſt. ny” the ſame. | 


Mr. Woodville penn his mornings in 
rambling round the country, whilſt his ami- 


able wife inſtructed her little girls, the only 


pleaſure and amuſement of her life; they met 
at dinner, after which he ſhut himſelf up in 
his ſtudy till night, partook of a light ſupper, 
and conſtantly retired to reſt at eleven o'clock. 
His gloomy diſpoſition got ſtrength every 
day; he hated the idea of ſociety, ſeldom 
* and treated his children with that ſe- 
verity 
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verity of manners which inſpired them witkr 
terror, an and n alteCtion. 


- Within the firſt cas years of their reſi- 


dence Mrs. Woodville had the misfortune 


to looſe her worthy uncle and aunt at differ- 


ent periods, Captain Sandford, their ſon; had 


during her'reſidence in France, married an 
| heireſs of large fortune in Ireland, but his re- 


giment being. ordered to the Eaſt Indies, 


they went there to reſide, and although ne 


now and then wrote to her, ſhe looked upon 


herſelf as cut off from him for. ever, and 


without a ſingle relation or friend in the 
world. Sad ſituation! for an amiable woman, 


formed boch by perſon and manners to have 
graced the firſt and beſt ſocieties in the king- 
dom. Her two beautiful girls, Ellen and 


Julia were now grown up to be companions 


and repay, by their duty and affection, thoſe 
tender anxieties which a mother ever feels 

Fry for the objects offer deareſt care: yet, not- 
' withſtanding equal attention had been payed 


to the formation of their minds, and cultiva- 


tion of their talents, there was a marked dife 
33 ference 5 


7 
5 
[1 
"BF 
: 
$7 
24 
1 
\ 
Fs 
* #4 
N 2 
Fd F255 
$©. 
po 


8 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 43 


ference in the diſpoſition and ſentiments of 


the two ſiſters. -. Ellen, the eldeſt, at this time 


turned of eighteen, was tall, and elegantly 


formed; a fair complexion, with dark blue eyes, 


| good features, and light brown hair, rendered 
her extremely vain of her handſome perſon, . 


though that vanity could receive no other 
gratification than what her glaſs and the maid 


_ ſervants ſupplied ; ſhe had much of the im- 
petuous diſpoſition of her father, nor could 
all her mother's care and admonitions get 
the better of a haughtineſs, a ſupercilious 
pride, with which ſhe treated the ſervants, 
and not unfrequently her mother and ſiſter; 
this pride was increaſed by the little notice 
her father took of her, as he ſometimes con- 
deſcended to let her accompany him in a 
morning ramble, from which her ſiſter was 
__ excluded. | 


Mrs. ' Woodville, brought up in EY coun- 
try, had in her uncle's library met with many 
old Romances, as well as a few modern No- 
vels, equally romantic and improbable; ſhe 
delighted much in this kind of reading, —= 
F- 1 Dangerous 
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Danperous ſtudy-for young minds without a 
proper ſelection! and although when ſhe grew 
older her good ſenſe taught her to diſtinguiſh 


properly between ſuch triffing productions ö 


and the more uſeful knowledge gained from 
the Belles Lettres, yet ſtill as an amuſement 
for an idle hour ſhe- frequently reſorted to 
thoſe books for entertainment. She had, 
ptcvinas: 60 deribe Landday| puichifed 4 


5 good many Romances and Novels, when in 


France ſhe added to her ſtock, and Mr. 
Woodville being too indifferent to his do- 
meſtic affairs, was careleſs in what manner 
ſhe paſſed her ſolitary hours. Her books 
aecompanied her to Woodland Caſtle, and 
ſhe ſometimes permitted her daughters the 
uſe of them — fatal indulgence, as it proved 
to one of them, whoſe mind naturally proud 
and romantic, too eagerly adopted the ſenti- 
ments of the different heroines, and conceived 
dhe higheſt diſguſt at her own fituation, which 


ſecluded her from ſuch delightful adventures 


as the world afforded to young women, hand- ; 
_— like herſelf. 


Jolla 
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Julia, the youngeſt daughter, was in her 
ſeventeenth year, and extremely unhke her 
ſiſter ; ſhe was about the middle ſize, deli- 
cately formed, her features were not regular, 
her complexion not brilliant, but a perfect 
ſweetneſs with great ſenſibility and a grave 
| caſt of countenance rendered her one of the 
- moſt intereſting objects imaginable ; it was 
' impoſſible to ſee her without a deſire to be- 
hold her again, and a wiſh to deſerve her 
eſteem. Her mind was correſpondent with 
her perſon, with a natural ſhare of excellent 
underſtanding, ſhe had ſpared no pains to 
ö profit by the confined education ſhe received; 
ſhe ſelected ſuch books only as could im- 
prove, and admired no characters, but ſuch 
as placed virtue in its moſt amiable light, and 
was equally free from the abſurdities of ro- 
- mance, or the pernicious follies delineated in 
modern Novels. Her own good ſenſe taught 
| her a diſcrimination in reading, and every 
virtue that could adorn a woman appeared 
growing up to perfection in the engaging 
Julia. She felt for her mother's unhappy 
firuation; ſhe red che. defects of her father's | 
- CO temper, | 
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temper; and inſtead of murmiring at the re- 

cluſe life ſhe ſeemed doomed to, endeavoured 
to exert herſelf, and by conſtant cheerfulneſs 
and good humour contribute to the ſatisfac- 
tion of her mother, and ſometimes for a mo- 
ment enliven the features of her father, but 


though now and then he ſuffered the ſeverity | 
ol his countenance to relax, he was not pleaſed 


with it. Ellen, whoſe haughty air and not 


unfrequently ſullen temper, hurt Mrs. Wood- 
55 "es was by him äpplauded and eee 


Such was the ſtuation of he 15 when 
this book commenced, and to which what has 


been related was a neceſſary prelude, to elu- 


cidate theſe memoirs, and explain thoſe cir- 


_ __ cumſtances, which aroſe from that ſituation 
ſo deſcribed. 
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CHAP. v. 


0 N E morning 1 in the beginning of 13 
| Mr. Woodville called for Ellen to ac- 
1 company him in a walk; ſhe, glad of any 
cChange of ſcene, readily obeyed. They aſ- 
| cended the hill, and viewed the beautiful 
proſpects with an apathy that precluded ob- 
ſervation or pleaſure; they walked on far- 
der than they had ever gone before, till they 
7 came to adeſcent that brought them to a diſ- 


ferent part of the river, 120 where the hang- 
ing hills and frightfol rocks, with great chaſms 
that appeared to threaten deſtruction every 

moment to thoſe who came too near them, ; 
for the firſt time broke the filence, by Ellen's 

exclamation of terror, at the ſcene before her. 
Fear 


. 
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Fear not, ſaid Mr. Woodville, theſe rocks 


have ſtood for ages, perhaps in the ſtate you 
ſee them, and unleſs an earthquake ſhould 


ſhake them, may laſt for ages to come. — 
They advanced towards a large opening that 
Was nearly at the bottom of one ragged rock, 


and ſtood for ſome time viewing it. I ſhould 


like to enter that cavity, if I thought there 
was no danger, faid Ellen. Danger, there 
can be none, replied her father, but *tis an 


idle curioſity that can receive no gratification, | 


as there is nothing to view; nor does it, I be- 
| heve, extend far, at leaſt I ſuppoſe the open- 
ing can receive bur little benefit from the 
light to guide us. I wiſh, my dear Sir, an- 
| ſwered ſhe, ſome future day we could return 
with a light. Well, well, cried he peeviſhly, 
| perhaps we may. They walked on again in 
a a profound filence, until their walk was ter- 
minated by the ruins of an old building that 
appeared to have been an Abbey, or ſome 
religious houſe, from the courts and different 
parts of the buildings that remained. Ellen, 
who had never been on this ſide of the river, 
was very — to Know what, and to 


whom : 
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whom this place belonged, but Mr. Woodville, 
who had frequently walked here, and in whom 


all curioſity was dead, and to whom the 
leaſt trouble was inſupportable, repreſſed her 


Inquiries with an angry look, and haſtily re- 
turned towards home. 


When kad there, though extremely fa- 


tigued with her walk, Ellen repeated to her 


mother and ſiſter the wonders ſhe had ſeen, 
and, when alone with Julia, earneſtly re- 


queſted ſhe would accompany her the follow- 


ing morning to the * which, to verge 
-- fiſter; ſhe PO > = 


When breakfaſt was over the ſucceeding 


day, the ſiſters took their morning walk; 
Ellen had previouſly provided herſelf with a 
tinder-box, candle, &c. when they came to 
the cavity which was the object of her curi- 


oſity, ſhe had ſome difficulty to perſuade 


Julia to enter, leſt any accident ſhould befal 


them, and render her mother wretched, but 
the other would not be repulſed, and there- 
En, D : fore 
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fore ſtriking a light, and ſecuring the cake 
box, they with ſome trouble entered thro' the 


opening, which, after a few yards, grew wider 


and loftier, and at length they came to a broad 


place which had two narrow openings farther 


on: They went through the largeſt, and 
- walked a conſiderable way until on one fide 

of the rock they obſerved a door, cloſed : as if 
it led to a different Os 


1 15 now „ Kopt, heſitated, and debated 
whether they ſhould attempt the door, or 


haſten back; but Julia, who had much cou- 
rage and reſolution, and whoſe curioſity now 
began to be excited, ſaid, I cannot think 
this place was ever inhabited, perhaps it 
might formerly have had a communication 


with the old Abbey you deſcribed to me: 


She then tried the door, but it reſiſted her 
efforts to pull it open they ſtood for a mo- 
ment vexed and irreſolute, when ſuddenly 


from an opening on the other ſide an old wo- 


man came forth with a lamp in her hand. 
nn, WR all three Rood gazing on 


ps cach 
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each other; Julia was the firſt to recover 
from the terror which had ſeized on them, 

1 and addreſſing the woman, if you reſide in or 
} near this place, pardon a curioſity which has 
induced my ſiſter and ſelf to explore theſe 

paſſages without the leaſt deſign of intruding 
upon any one; but if actuated by the ſame 
motive with ourſelves, you came here by 
accident, pray tell us where theſe chaims and 
paths terminate. | 


— —ñ—4—4äa— T ——— 


1 Whilſt Mn the woman gazed 
L on them with a fixed aſtoniſhment for ſome 
moments, at length—I know not how to an- 
ſwer you, Madam, ſaid ſhe, but if you will 
go into that opening, and reſt yourſelves, BF 
will come to you in a few minutes. They 
did as ſhe deſired, and found a ſquare place 
with a ſeat cut out from the rock, and ano- 
ther door on one ſide. They had reſted but 

a very ſhort time under a good deal of per- 
turbation, when ſhe returned, and deſiring 
them to follow her, they entered the paſſage 
which the firſt door had concealed, and turn- : =. 
ing to the right, another door was opened — 
ä 8 
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into a very decent apartment, neatly furniſhed, 


at the upper end of which fat a woman lean- 
ing her head on a pillow ; ſhe tried to raiſe her- 
ſelf on their entrance, but ſunk again into 
| her chair. Extremely ſurpriſed they haſtened 


to her, and ſtammered out ſome apologies 


for their intruſion ; ſhe held out her hand 
and burſt into tears both were affected but 
Julia's ſenſibility was deeply wounded— Kiſs- 


ing her hand, pardon us, dear Madam, for- 


give our curioſity, if it is productive of pain 
to you we will inſtantly retire, and be aſſured ; 
your reſidence here ſhall remain an inviolable : 
ſecret with us. 


The n. gazed on her with a 
fixed but languid look, and faintly ſaid, Pro- 
vidence has doubtleſs ſent you here to com -. 
fort me in my laſt moments; unworthy as I 
am of its favor, I truſt my penitence will be 
accepted: She pauſed, ſeeing they were both 
in tears. I am dying, my dear young ladies, 
added ſhe, life is ebbing very faſt, a few days 
and my ſorrows wil ceaſe for ever. She ap- 
pred - 8 
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Seared very faint, the old woman pave her 
ſome drops, which ſeemed to revive her :— 

They were both fo overwhelmed with ay 
niſhment and pity that neither could ſpeak 


for ſome time, but Ellen ſeeing ſhe was a 


little recovered, faid, pray take comfort, Ma - 


dam, perhaps if you had proper medical 
aſſiſtance you might regain your health. Ah! 

no, ſaid ſhe, ſhaking her head, I neither can 

nor wiſh to live, I look forward to'the hour 


of my diſſolution as the happieſt of my lite, 


as a releaſe from miſery and bitter ſelf- con- 
demnation. She then aſked, to what happy 
chance ſhe was indebted for the pleaſure of 
| ſeeing them, not having, ſhe ſaid, beheld any 
human face but her old friend's theſe nine 
years. Ellen gave her a brief account of 
what has been related, and congratulated her- 
ſelf on the curioſity which had thus brough 
them together. Before the ſtranzer could 


reply Julia reminded her ſiſter that their long 


abſence might poſſibly alarm their mother, 
therefore, however reluctant, it was neceſ- 
wy Oy” ſhould foon return, Tou have a 


"ug. 1 mother 
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mother then, cried the lady, and a mother * 
deſerving the love and reſpect of ſuch chil- 3 
dren? O, God, what happineſs is her's! -— 
Go, my dear young ladies, let not a mother 
feel anxiety for your ſafety, yet how earneſtly 
do I wiſh to ſee you again. My deareſt Ma- 
dam, ſaid Julia tenderly, permit me to make 
you a propoſal, my mother is the beſt of wo- 
men, confide your ſecret to her, accept her 
aſſiſtance, condeſcend to become an inmate 
of our houſe, you may yet recover. I ſee 
your mother! I become an inmate of your 
| houſe? Gracious Heaven! what a propoſal. 
No, for heaven's ſake preſerve my ſecret, to 
von only let me be known, if you can return, 
and I live, you ſhall know my ſtory; if not, 
if the lamp of life ſhould be extinguiſhed, my 
old friend, who has buried herſelf with me, is 
my only care; if you can ſerve her, I ſhall 
bleſs the chance that brought you here. They 
both aſſured her of their return the following 1 
morning, and of complying with her wiſhes ||. 
in every reſpect: the old woman undertook 4.» 
do guide them round the rock a much nearer | 


4 7 4 * oy — 4 3 : * 4 * * 
3 * VA —— : 


: : Aa * 


ELLEN AND JULIA, 55 


way than they had entered, and going through 


a few long paſſages they were ſurpriſed to 


find themſelves brought by a very narrow 


cavity they could with difficulty creep out 
from, to the ſide of the wood behind their 5 
own houſe. 


Their abſence had been much longer * 


uſual, and Mrs. Woodville had for ſome time 
been uneaſy; they acknowledged they had 
| ſtrayed beyond the diſtance they, firſt in- 

| tended, but was in no. danger of lofing the- - 
ſelves, which the was apprehenſive * 


Both longed for tl. following morning, 


but their motives and ſentiments were ex- 
ceedingly different — Ellen was dying with 


curioſity to know the ſtranger's ſtory, with- 


out much feeling for her ſituation, wnilſt the 
gentle Julia conjectured ſome heavy misfor- 
tunes, brought on by a miſtaken conduct, and 


which had deſtroyed her peace, obliged her 


to ſhun the world, and muſt render it very. 
painful to narrate her ſtory. What right have 
3 we, ſaid ſhe to her ſitter, to oblige her by an 


D4 * improper 
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improper curioſity, to wound her own bo- 
ſom, and ſubmit to the humiliation of a de- 
grading confeſſion of her errors? Ah, my 
dear Ellen, we will not hear her; let us, if 
poſſible, adminiſter comfort, but never leſſen 
the reſpect we owe to the unfortunate by 
requiring ſo painful a taſk. Indeed you are 
very ſimple, Julia, anſwered Ellen, I would 
not for the world but know her ſtory, I dare 
ſay we ſhall hear many ſtrange adventures, 
ſuch as we read of in our books. You are 
miſtaken, my dear ſiſter, ſuch incidents are 
rarely met with in common life; you know 
our mother aſſures vs thoſe ſtories are moſtly 
fictitious, and entire.” the work of the writer's 
ideas. You may think: ſo, anſwered Ellen, 
with an incredulous air, but I am ſure, were 
we permitted to mix in the world, we ſhould 
have as many lovers, though perhaps not all 


pitinces, as Caſſandra, Artemiſia, or the Char- 


lottes, Louiſas, and Matildas that are living = 
now. There is nothing I think fo provoking 
as my own horrid name; becauſe I was the 

- eldeſt I muſt be called Ellen forſooth, Twiſh | | 
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J had been born in France I might then have 
had a pretty name: O how I envy you, for 
being chriſtened Julia. Indeed, faid Julia, 
laughing, tis an advantage I am by no means 
vain of, and could I give it you, it would be 
very much at your ſervice. Youare a ſtrange 
girl, ſaid Ellen, but I dare ſay the lady in the 
rock has ſome charming romantic name, 
or I would not give myſelf the trouble to : 
hear her ſtory. Ah! fiſter, cried Julia, do not 
ſpeak ſo lightly about her, my heart bleeds 
for her diſtreſſes, and I only wiſh to re- 
| heve her without being impertinently curious. 
8 As their ſentiments did not accord 1 drop- 
s ped the n 


The next morning when they were getting 
ready for their morning's walk, Mr. Wood- 
ville called on Ellen to accompany him, a 

_ requeſt ſhe had hitherto conſidered as a dif- 
_ ringuiſhed | favor, was now particularly diſa- 

Ee greeable ; ; ſhe told him ſhe was juſt preparing 
to walk with her ſiſter; but with a ſternneſs 
not to be reliſted he ordered her to attend. 

him inſtantly: Vexed and mortifie ſhe had. 
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52 ELLEN AND JULIA, 
yet no power to withſtand a command ſo de- 
ciſive, and was compelled to obey, after re- 


queſting her ſiſter not to go without her; but 
Julia felt herſelf ſo much intereſted for the 


recluſe, and for the diſappointment ſhe would 


feel if neither came, that though unwilling to 
diſoblige her ſiſter, ſhe could not repel the 


deſire ſhe had to np her eee, | 


When 933 hee father and ſiſter lefr 


| the houſe, ſhe haſtened to the wood, eaſily | 
found the paſſage, where nothing impeded 
her ſteps, and ſoon entered the apartment of 


the Lady: She was extremely ſhocked at be- 


holding a very viſible alteration for the worſe: 
the other rejoiced to. ſee her, attempted to 


riſe but it was an attempt only. You ſee, my 
dear young lady, ſaid ſhe, with a faint ſmile, 


you ſee my power will not ſecond my incli- 


nation, my weakneſs increaſes hourly, and 


this morning J had but little hopes I ſhould 
ever ſee you again. She enquired after Ellen, 
Julia accounted for her abſence, and with the 
den tenderneſs beſoughth her to have afſiſt=— | 
1 ; | ance, 
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ance. You are too good my amiable girl, 
faid ſhe, to feel for a perſon, a ſtranger, under 
ſuch ſuſpicious circumſtances as I appear in, 


nor would I for the world deceive you into 
a falſe opinion of me; I am unworthy of your 
concern, I am a miſerable guilty wretch. —- 
Dear Madam, cried Julia interrupting her, 


do not embitter the pleaſure I feel in ſeeing 
you by ſuch cruel reflections, tell me only 
how II can ſerve you, and by what means I 
can adminiſter conſolation to your mind. —- 


Neither, replied ſhe, is in: your power, my 


health has been long declining, and for my 
mind, no balm can by found'to ot the ſtings. 
of conſcious guilt; 5 my lufferings are great, 


my repentance ſincere, and I truſt the Al- 


mighty will extend his forgiveneſs to me,, 


great as my crimes have been. O my good 


girl, added ſhe,, taking Julia's hand who fat 
drowned in tears, you are young and ami- 
able, watch over every ſentiment of your 
heart, guard againſt that tender ſenſibility you 
poſſeſs, let not pride nor a falſe: opinion of 
| your: own virtue and reſolution deceive you; 
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2 e and, 0 my dear young 
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our. boaſted ſtrength and wiſdom too often 


throw us into temptations, that prove the 


fallacy of human judgment by our inability 
_ to reſiſt them. She pauſed, and looking with 


extreme tenderneſs on her young viſitor, I ; 
had. intended to have related my ſtory, but 
on conſideration I found myſelf unequal to 


the taſk, I have therefore employed myſelf, 


ſince the hour you left me yeſterday, in wri- 
ting it, I have finiſhed the horrid tale, it has 


 wrung my very ſoul by the repetition, but 
let it warn you to avoid my errors by which 


my happineſs was deſtroyed for ever, and 


| thoſe much dearer than myſelf hurried to an 
untimely grave — - ſhe. aden her hands and 
burſt into tears. 


Poor Julia tried to Ge to comfort her, 


coil little leſs affected; ſhe took a packet 


awer and giving it into Julia's 
2 A he FROM be a a to * | 


lx, 
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lady, ſnould you ever, by any happy chance, 


diſcover the perſon to whom you will find a. 


letter addreſſed, tell her, O tell her, you ſaw 


: her, added ſhe, graſping Julia's hand with 


world only. 


me in the arms of death, bitterly deploring 
my crimes, and with my laſt breath imploring 


heaven to bleſs and preſerve her: Say to 


ſtreaming eyes, ſay that her wretched mother 


implores her not to hate her memory, that ſhe 
dies a victim to ſorrow and remorſe, and 

| humbly truſts her puniſhment may be in this 
Overwhelmed with contending 


paſſions and agitations her feeble frame could 


ill ſupport, ſhe fell into ſtrong convulſions ; 
Julia and her attendant were frightened to 
death, and whilſt they were endeayouring to 


' ſupport her, to their utter aſtoniſhmert Mr. 
Woodville and Ellen entered the room. 


| way to pity. 


The poor lady, ſtill inſenſible, exgited ſome 

emotion even in his breaſt, and for a mo- 
ment the inflexibility of his countenance gave 
When the convulſions left her 
ſhe w-as lo exhauſted : as to take not the ſmalleſt 
| notice 
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62 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


notice of the company; ſhe was laid upon 


che bed which was in the room with very lit- 


tle appearance of life. Julia ſurpriſed at the 
appearance of her f 
queſted they would follow her to the outer 
room, ſhe repeated what had paſſed and pro- 
duced the packet given to her care. Mr. 


| Woodville, truck with wonder, propoſed 


their return; in the courſe of twelve years he 


had never felt ſo much intereſted by any 
cent as the preſent, but Julia, apprehenſive 
that the poor lady might be ſhocked at the 
© preſence of her father, thought it moſt pru- 
dent to go in firſt—ſhe advanced to the bed, 
the ſervant was giving her drops Ah! Miſs 
cried ſhe ſobbing, my miſtreſs, my poor miſj—- 
treſs; ſhe could ſay no more. Julia took her 
hand, it had a death - like coldneſs; ſhe opened 
her eyes, and after ſeveral efforts to ſpeak, 
Kall that is here I give to her, this Pie, 
Pointing to her breaſt, is yours, wear it ever, 
forgive, pray for me, Pity me. Great God! 
added ſhe with fervor, in thy mercy pardon 


* ** and receive a repentant ſinner.” 


T, in a low voice re- 


She | . 


ELLEN AND JULIA. _ 


She ſaid no more; with eyes lifted to heaven 


her lips only moving, in a few moments ſhe 


ceaſed to breathe, her eyes were cloſed tor 


ever! 
— . 
c HAP. VI. 


TNACCUSTOMED to fuch dreadful 
| ſcenes, Julia fell on the bed entirely 


ſenſeleſs, the old woman's exclamations of 


grief brought in Mr. Woodville and Ellen, 


they flew to adminiſter relief, and Julia ſoon 


ſhewed ſigns of returning life, ſhe was lifted 
from the bed to a chair, when a violent guſh 


of tears relieved her oppreſſed heart, and 


brought her to more compoſure. Mr. Wood- 185 
ville ſtood like one transfixed by horror, 
_ gazing on the lifeleſs corps, and ſtarting as 
4 from a dream, when che woman alked Julia 


What 15 
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what was to be done; ſhe, poor creature, 


appeared incapable from grief, and want of 
ſtrength, to be of much uſe on ſuch a ſolemn 
occaſion. True, cried Mr. Woodville, what 
is to be done with the body, is there no di- 


rections? I believe there is a paper ſealed 


in that drawer, which my miſtreſs frequently 
told me whenever ſhe died I was to carry to 


the parſon of the pariſh, but this morning the 


dear lady had a terrible fit, and I thought 


would have died then, but ſhe recovered a 


| Little and told me, if the young ladies ſhould 

come this day whether ſhe was alive or dead 
the paper muſt- be given to them, but if they, 
did not return, 1 was to 89 to the N _ 


Ellen eagerly examined the drawer, and. | 


found the ſealed paper, ſhe made no ſcruple 
of opening it, there was a bank note for 
twenty pounds incloſed, with the following 
| words written on a ſeparate paper. 5 


* 


00 By a range concomitance of melancholy 


events a Poor unfortunate woman has been 


driven 
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driven to ſeek an aſylum in a ſolitary cave, 
from whence ſhe never more will emerge into 
the world, ſhe entreats for charity the rites of 
a decent interment, the twenty pound note is 
to defray the expences, which are to be much 
within compaſs of that ſum, the plaineſt fu- 
neral poſſible to convey this wretched body 
to the earth, the ſpirit, I humbly hope, thro' 
the mercy of a gracious God will be received 
in heaven. Whatever overplus remains I beg 
the worthy clergyman, who performs the laſt 
duties for me, will accept. Whatever furni- 
ture, linen, or cloaths I have in this place I 

give to Sarah Mills, my good and faithful 
ſervant; alſo, whatever money ſhall be found 
in my little cabinet; recommending her to the 
care and attention of the good and worthy.” 


MARY DANVERS, 


| Addreſſed eto the Clergyman 
ol this Pariſh' 


5 When 
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When this melancholy addreſs was read, 
Mr. Woodville adviſed a ſtrit obſervance of. | 
it, and ordered the woman to convey it in- 
ſtantly to the parſon, for he would have no 
hand in it. Poor Julia felt the deepeſt af- 
fiction that ſhe could not be permitted to at- 
tend on the unfortunate deceaſed, but her fa- 
ther peremptorily commanded her to return 
home, and viſit that place no more. The 

old woman hearing this wept aloud, but going 
to the bed ſhe untied the picture which die 
dying lady had given to Julia and giving it 
to her, dear, dear young lady, take the pic- 
ture my beloved miſtreſs gave you with her 
laſt breath. Ahl cried ſhe, wringing her 
hands, ſhe was once young, beautiful, and 
good, like you; God grant you may never 
know ſorrows like hers. O, my dear lady, you 
have now payed for alll Julia with an emotion 
ſhe could not ſuppreſs, caught her hand. On 


my knees, dear Sir, let me entreat one favor? 
What is it? aſked he coldly. To per- 


mit this good woman, when ſhe has attended. 
Mer miſtreſs to he grave, and fulfilled her 
| 1 melancholy 5 
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_ melancholy duties, permit her, I beſeech you, 
to call on me and ſatisfy my mind that every 
particular wiſh of the deceaſed has been 
ſtrictly attended to. On one condition, re- 
plied he, I grant it, that this woman vows ne- 
ver to name me, or any part of my family, 
as being acquainted with this cave or her miſ- 
treſs; in ſhort, that ſhe never preſumes to 


mention us. I do promiſe, worthy Sir, fad _ 


ſhe, I never will, let me but have the bleſſing 
of ſeeing that dear young lady. again and I 

{wear to keep your orders firictly, Tis well, 
replied he, then when all is over come to 
Woodland Caſtle and enquire for Anthony, 


he will haye orders concerning you. He 2 


then commanded his daughters to accompany 
him, Julia took one more laſt look of the de- 

| parted, and almoſt ſuffocated with grief left 
the 5 - Sas ws an aching heart, 6 


When they romined. to the catle Mrs. 
3 Woodville was ſurpriſed to ſee them together, 
and with all the marks of ſorrow in Julia's 
face and perturbation in the others. She ea- 
I id ks EE | 
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gerly enquired the cauſe. Mr. Woodville 
withdrew to his ſtudy, having firſt demanded 
from his daughter the packet addreſſed and en- 


truſted to her; it was with great reluctance 
ſhe obeyed the mandate; ignorant of its con- 


tents ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe had done wrong 
by mentioning it, but it was the impulſe of 


the moment, and ſhe was obliged to comply 


with commands never diſputed, though very 
N to her inclinations. 130 a 8 


Mrs Woodville, whoſe corlolity's was ancatly 


excited, now requeſted an explanation of what 
had paſſed. Julia entered into a detail of 
the whole whilſt her tears ſtreamed afreſh at 
| the recollection of the ſad ſcenes; nor was 
her mother unmoved. Alas! ſaid ſhe, what- 
ever the poor woman's faults were, furely 
nine years ſecluſion in ſuch a place, with re- 
"morſe preying on her heart, was puniſhment 
more ſevere than her greateſt enemies could 
have wiſhed for. Julia produced the picture, 
it was two miniatures incloſed in a large gold 
caſe : One tide : an clegant looking man in re- 


 gimentals; - 
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gimentals; the other, a lovely girl apparently 
about eight or ten years old. Ellen viewed it 
with envy. This preſent would ſcarcely have 
been yours, ſaid ſhe havghtily, but for my 
father's ill nature in keeping me back. Per- 
| haps not, ſiſter, replied the other, I think in- 
deed you are as much entitled to it as my- 
ſelf; ſuppoſe we preſent it to our mother in 
_ truſt for us both? As you pleaſe, ſaid Ellen 
coldly. Mrs. Woodville, to conciliate mat- 
ters, accepted the offer ; perhaps, ſaid ſhe, the 
packet your father has will give us informa- 
tion who theſe portraits are intended for, I 
feel already ſo intereſted for the unhappy 
lady, that I long to peruſe the papers. Her 
name, Mary, ſaid Ellen, gives one but an in- 
different opinion of her birth, tis ſuch a vul- 
gar appellation. Name! repeated her mo- 
ther, what judgment can you form from a 
name? A vaſt deal, anſwered ſhe, all per- 
ſons of faſhion are diſtinguiſhed by being 
called 


1 Woodville, dane her, I cannot bear to 


hear you talk fo abſurdly, ſome of the firſt 
rank in this kingdom are Marys, Bettys Su- 


My dear Ellen, cried Mrs. 
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ſans, Dorothys. O ſhocking, ſaid Ellen, 
in her turn interrupting her mother, ſuch 


| horrid names for perſons of high rank can 


never be; we never read of ſuch I am ſure in 


any of our books. I have often told you, 


replied her mother coldly, that thoſe books 


are the works of fancy, that the names, inci- 


dents, and uncommon adventures, have no 


exiſtence but in the writer's brain, and are in- 
| tended as a relaxation for an idle hour, not 
to influence your conduct or judgment far- 


ther than to inſpire you with a love of virtue 


and an abhorrence of vice. If we are to be- 
lieve every thing fictitious, anſwered Ellen, 

we can as little profit by them as receive any 

| injury; however, we ſhall ſee what kind of a 
ſtory this Mrs. Mary Danvers will make, and 


if hers is a fanciful tale alſo. Julia's mild 


eyes. reproved her ſiſter's petulant and un- 
feeling anſwer, but ſhe was ſilent, and waited 
with extreme impatience for her father's re- 
turn. At length he entered the room with a 
Sloom and horror on his countenance that | 

"v3 <auled them to . with terror — - giving 


e 


71 
the papers into the hands of Julia, read them 
with attention, profit by the ſtory, and learn 
to eſtimate your own happineſs in being ſe- 
cluded from a world of deceit, villainy, and 
extreme wickedneſs. Saying this he left 

them and haſtily retired, Julia gave the pa- 
pers to her mother, ſhe "_ and read + he 

following memoirs, 
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' CHAP. VII. 


Myd dear young ladies, y 


of tha verge of the grave, 0 near to 
5 the awful moment when all hearts are 
open, and all ſecrets known, I bleſs the hand | 
that guided you to my wretched cave, that 1 
might behold the pitying eye of innocence 
once more before I leave the world for ever, 
and _ * death, the * of guilt 


and 
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and ſhame, may impreſs on your youthful 
minds this awful and important leſſon, that 
vice is ſure to be attended by diſcovery, 
ſhame, contempt,and remorſe; and that a ſtrict 


and uniform practice of virtue, and an ob- 
ſervance of our ſeveral duties, is the only road 
to univerſal eſteem, heart- felt content, and 
cverlaſting happineſs hereafter. ' Unable to 


repeat the ſtory I promiſed you, and fearful 


leſt death ſhoulde deprive me of the power g 


to write every particular, I haſten to the pain- 


= i ful taſk, which J conſider as the laſt act of | 
my lite, and a deſerved humiliation. 0 


My father was a 1 in the weſt of - 


England, not leſs diſtinguiſhed for his large | | 
eſtate than for his truly reſpectable character. 
My mother died in my infancy, leaving only 


a ſon of five years old, and myſelf, Juſt turned 


of two. When arrived at a proper age my 

brother was ſent to Wincheſter, and myſelf 

to a capital ſchool in London. At this ſchool | 
I was taught the uſual ſuperficial accompliſh- | 
: ments without any N attention to my 


morals, - 
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morals or temper; if I performed my taſks 
well J was entitled to praiſe, and was gra- 
tified by being held up as an example for 


imitation. Thus the ſeeds of vanity and ſelf 


conſequence were early planted in my mind, 
and laid the foundation for ſubſequent errors. 


When I arrived at the age of ſeventeen I 
left ſchool to live with my father, who had 
taken a town houſe for the winter, that I might 
have ſome amuſement previous to reſiding in 
the country. My brother had a commiſſion | 


in the guards, he did not live with my father 


but viſited us daily. One day he brought 
with him a gentleman « of faſhion and fortune, 

a native of Ireland, who was likewiſe a Mjr 
in the army : this gentleman's exterior was ©x= 


ceedingly prepoſſeſſing, he was near thirty, a 


man of ſenſe, and a very amiable characic: ; 


my father was uncommonly pleaſed with hin; 


I thought him the moſt agreeable man IH d 

ever ſeen; his viſits were frequently repeated, 
at length he requeſted my tather's permiſſion 

| to addreſs me, which was granted with Plea- | 
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and ſhame, may impreſs on your youthful 
minds this awful and important leſſon, that 
vice is ſure to be attended by diſcovery, 
ſhame, contempt, and remorſe; and that a ſtrict 
and uniform practice of virtue, and an ob- 
ſervance of our ſeveral duties, is the only road 
to univerſal eſteem, heart- felt content, and 
everlaſting happineſs hereafter. ' Unable to 
repeat the ſtory I promiſed you, and fearful 
leſt death ſhould deprive me of the power 
to write every particular, I haſten to the pain- 
ful taſk, which I conſider as the laſt act of 
my life, and a | deſerved humiliation. 


2 My father v was a Baronet in the weſt of 
England, not leſs diſtinguiſhed for his large 
eſtate than for his truly reſpectable character. 

My mcther died in my infancy, leaving only 

| a fon of five years old, and myſelf, juſt turned 
of two. When arrived at a proper age my 
brother. was ſent to Wincheſter, and myſelf 

to a capital ſchool in London. At this ſchool 


I was taught the uſual ſuperficial accompliſh. 


ments without Fay N attention to my 
morals, 5 
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morals or temper; if I performed my taſks 
well I was entitled to praiſe, and was gra- 
_ tified by being held up as an example for 


imitation. Thus the ſeeds of vanity and ſeif 


conſequence were early planted in my mind, 
and laid the foundation for ſubſequent errors. 


When I arrived at the age of ſeventeen I 


left ſchool to live with my father, who had 
taken a town houle for the winter, that I might 
have ſome amuſement previous to reſiding in 


the country. My brother had a commiſſion 


in the guards, he did not live with my father 
but viſited us daily. One day he brought 
with him a gentleman of faſhion and fortune, 
a a native of Ireland, who was likewiſe a M jor. 


in the army: this gentleman's exterior was c- 
ceedingly prepoſſeſſing, he was near thirty, a 


man of ſenſe, and a very amiable characi c; 
my father was uncommonly pleaſed with him; 
1 thought him the moſt agreeable man Id 
ever ſeen ; his viſits were frequently repeated, 
at length he requeſted my father's permiſſien 
| to addreſs me, which was granced with plea- 
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* 


ſure, and as I could form no objection, but on 


the contrary, had cided preference for 


him; all matters relative to fortune and ſettle - 
ments were ſoon agreed on, and in a ſhort 
tin. c became a wife. 


Never was woman more adored, I was the 


happieſt of my ſex, had I known the vaiue 
of the bleſlings Providence beſtowed upon 


me in the belt and worthieſt of men; but 


young, vain, and by the flatfering world taught N 


to believe highly of my beauty and accom- 


pliſhments; although I loved and eſteemed 
my huſband I felt myſelf much gratified by 
the attentions of thoſe faſhionable men, who 
are always ready to dangle aiter married wo- 
men, and too often, by their inſiduous arts, 
ſap the foundation of domeſtic e 9 
Almoſt a ſtranger to the world, I knew but 
little of the baſeneſs of mankind, nor the 
danger of liſtening to thoſe flatteries which 
Potion the mind, and by imperce ptible de- 
gꝛces lead us on to vice and toily, Mr. Dan- 


vers Vas vel) and load ot company, but 
ttrietly 
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ſtrictly a man of honor, he diſcriminated in 
* the choice of his companions, and confined 
[ his intimacies to a choſen few, nevertheleſs 
N we could not avoid ſeeing a great deal of 
companp, I received invitations to all the fa- 
# ſhionable parties about town, and too ſoon 
grew attached to the amuſements held out to 

enſnare the young and unwary. 


4 a 
of ve YL — a 
7 2 * 


Por ſome time I purſued a conſtant rou- 
Y tine of pleaſure, my huſband but ſeldom ac- 
companied me, although my brother ſome- | JF 
{ times did; I ive very late hours; conſe- 
1 quently was in bed great part of the morning, 
| had no time or inclination to attend to do- _ þ 
meſtic management, and was extremely mor- +. 
_ rified when II found myſelf in a ſituation that . 
I gave the higheſt tranſport to Mr. Danvers 
and my father. One day, after being cut 'till 
ſix in the morning and ſcarcely up and dreſſed 
againſt the dinner hour, my huſband looked . 
at me ſome time with great emotion, taxing 0 
my hand and kiſſing it, my dear Mary, ſaid ; i | 
he tenddrly, 1 am n apprehenſive you will in- mn 
E2 ED * ; Mi 
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jure your health by purſuing pleaſure with 


too much avidity, and keeping ſuch unſeaſon- 
able hours, your charming bloom begins to 


fade, and the lily ſupercedes the roſe in your 


cheek; let me entreat you, my love, to con- 
ſider yourſelf and me. 


Indeed, Mr. Danvers, I anſwered peeviſhly, 


I muſt do like others; you would not have 
ne ridiculous enough to break up parties 


ae my huſband chuſcs I ſhould keep 


ſober hours. He reddened a little and re- 


plied, among parties that are ſuitable for 


a married woman to aſlociate with, the deſire 
of obliging a huſband would never ſubject 
you to ridicule. You think then, Sir, I re- 
plied, with great hauglitineſs, that I keep im- 
proper company ; however, 1 am no child to 


be dictated to, and whilſt I know I do no- 


thing wrong, I ſhel! certainly chuſe my own. 
friends and return at my on hours. Friends! : 
repeated he ; can you have any friends that : 
are not mine alſo? No, my dear Mary, we 
cannot, we will not have divided intereſts; if 
you 
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you muſt g0 abroad to ſeek for pleaſure, far 


be it from me to controul you, I may and 


ſhall lament the abſence of my ſweet compa- 
nion, but if ſhe is not equally gratified by my 


company, I will make no complaints. You 
are perfectly right, anſwered I coldly, for no 


character is fo contemptible as a jealous huſ- 


band.” «Jealous, ſaid he, trying to ſmile, no, 


my love, of you I am not jealous, ' tis my own 


indeſert that gives me pain, I only fear for your 
health, and lament my want of abilities to en- 
tertain you ſometimes at home.” I made no 


anſwer, but from that hour I grew every day 
more indifferent to him, and more attached 
to diſſipation and folly; unaccuſtomed to con- 


troul, I could not bear the idea of any re- 
monſtrances, which I deemed an infult on my 
felf conſequence. E 


. Once or twice after this my father ſpoke 


to me on the impropriety of my conduct, 
which only made matters worſe. I concluded 


Mr. Danvers had ſpoken to him, and was 


| therefore equally offended with both; my huſ- 
Y band, however, neither murmured nor com- | 


E * plained, | 
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plained, he paid ſeveral large ſums for me, 
which I loſt at play, and was ever making me 
ſome litile elegant preſents to adorn my per- 
fon, 


The time at length came which obliged 
me to bear confinement, I was brought to bed 
of a daughter, (painful remembrance!) Mr. 


: Danvers was tranſported at my ſafety, and 
doated on the infant. From a hint he drop- 


ed I learned it was his wiſh I ſhould nurſe it 
myſelf, but this I abſolutely determined againſt, 


and he did — r e che point. __ 


4 hw neither ſtrength nor ſpirits to relate 


the continued impropriety of my conduct, 


I preſerved myſelf indeed from guilt, but 


every contamination of the mind I yielded to 


without the leaſt reſpe& to decorum, or my 
huſband's peace. He attempted, by perſua- | 
ſions and remonſtrances, to effect a change in 
my diſpoſition, all was in vain, and he could 
not proceed to rigorous meaſures, Thus, for 
| ſeveral years I purſued pleaſure from London 
to Bath, to Scarborough, and all other places 
where 


| 
1 4 
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where company aſſembled; my child was en- 
truſted ſolely to the care of others, and to my 
great joy I was not likely to have an increate 
of family. About ſix years after my marriage 
an uncle of Mr. Danvers's died and left 
him a conſiderable eſtate in Ireland, it was 
requiſite he ſhould go over, he preſſed me 
to accompany him; as I had never been there 
| ad underſtood the court was extremely gay 
in Dublin, 1 conſented, to his no ſmall Joy 
and ſurpriſe. The child went with us, ſhe 
was a lovely engaging girl, and though ſhame- 
fully neglected by me, gave promiſe of an 
excellent underſtanding; her father adored 


| her, ſhe was his chief companion and amuſe- 
ment. 


On our arrival at Dublin we were viſited 
by almoſt every perſon of faſhion there; I was 
Introduced at the caſtle, and quickly found 
various ſources for killing time, and much ſelf 
gratification in being very generally admired. 
I grew extremely fond of Ireland, and readily 
red to my huſband's Propoſition of re- 
Fd „ Re maining 
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maining there for a year or two. The fe- 


cond ſummer after we reſided in Dublin, my | 


brother, at my huſband's invitation, came 
over to ſee us; a few days ſubſequent to his 


arrival, he introduced a ſchool fellow of his, 


a- young man of faſhion, who had a place 


at court. Till that moment I had never 


viewed any man with particular preference 


though I flirted with all, but this gentleman 
was, without exception, the handſomeſt I had 
ever beheld O, had his ſoul been equal to his 


exterior, what miſery and guilt had I eſcaped! 
Yet, why blame him, I am what I made my- 


felf To be as brief as poſſible, for I feel 
the horrid recollection of paſt ſcenes too pow- 
_ erfulfor my ſenſes, this gentleman very ſoon 
evinced his partiality in my favor; I was flat- 
tered by the diſcovery though it was cautiouſly 


| conceated from my huſband and brother, 


Ar this time a very eminent limner came 


to Dublin, Mr. Danvers took my little Mary 
to him and had her drawn, as well as himſelf, 
encloſed the miniatures in an n elegant gold f 
caſe 
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caſe, and preſented it to me, at the ſame time 


requeſting I would fit to the artiſt. I com- 
plied, more from vanity than any deſire to 
pleaſe him, and Accordingly the painter at- 
tended me ſeveral times. One day that I 

had previouſly taken notice of his work the 
preceding one, I obſerved the picture did not 
| look fo far advanced as I had believed it to 


be ; I mentioned my oblervation to the man, 
and he appeared extremely confuſed, my cu- 


rioſity was then excited, and by dint of per- 
ſuaſion and argument I at laſt extorted from 
him the truth—he was employed by Mr. R. 
to take a copy for him. This fatal informa- 
tion ſunk into my heart, the tenderneſs and 
delicacy as I thought of bis paſſion, gave birth 
to a moſt violent one in me—the firſt oppor- 
tunity I imprudently mentioned the diſcovery 


I had made, and gave him but too much rea- 


fon to ſee I was not diſpleaſed with it; this 
encouragement was ſufficient to bring forward 


an explanation of our mutual partiality, I was 


weak and wicked enough to pride myſelf in 
his affection, and or courſe ſoon became a deſ- 
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on for ſome time, I thougat, unobſerved, yet o 
I began to take great notice of a profound 
1 melancholy that daily grew viſible | in my — 
no, let me not profane the name of huſband, 

after I became unworthy ot being his wife— 

In Mr. Danvers, then, I perceived an alter- 


appearance of cheerfulneſs, he became ſilent, 
melancholy, with more reſpect than tender- 
neſs towards me. My brother, ſeemed to 


picable unworthy wretch. Alas! how fwiſt 


are the gradations of vice when once a wo- 


man permits the barriers of modeſty and de- 


licacy to be broken; when ſhe gives reaſon 


to believe her huſband does not poſſeſs her 
| heart, ſhe invites the libertine adareſies 8 


worthleſs men, and ſoon becomes abandoned 
and deſpiſed. 5 5 


Our improper correſpondence was carried 


ation that ſurpriſed me; from being ever at- 
tentive to my wiſhes, and always aftuming an 


catch the infection. One day that we dined 


alone, a thing that ſeldom happened, Mr. 3 
+ Danvers 1 Was particularly reſerved and eat no- 


ching 
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thing; my brother, with an air of friendſhip, 
ſaid, my dear Danvers, what ails you, are you 


not well; from whence proceeds the unuſual 


gloom that has for ſome time paſt pervaded 


your countenance? My huſband raiſed his 


head, and, with a look I ſhall never forget, 


cried, with great emotion, © My countenance, 
O, it pervades my heart!” Conſcious guilt 
made me tremble ; my brother threw his eyes 


ſtrongly upon me, but made no reply. 


The moment I could leave the table I flew 
to my dreſſing room, and writing a note to 
Mr. R. whom I had that evening appointed 
to mect, told him, ſomething had diſcon- 
certed me, that I was apprehenſive of a diſ- 
covery, and begged him to be leſs frequent in 
his viſits, and more guarded in his looks. 


J had ſcarcely given the ſervant who was 
our confidant, this letter, when my brother 
knocked at the door for admittance; with all 
the effrontery I could aſſume 1 received' a 
vilit, which in reality frightened. me. He 
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ſeated himſelf, and ſeemed to be collecting 


within the ſubject he meant to enter upon; „ 
I aſked him ſome trifling queſtion, but my 
looks did not, I believe correſpond with my 

words, for thus he addreſſed me. I fear, my 
dear ſiſter, I come an unwelcome viſitor, but 


my mind is much oppreſt ; Mr. Danvers is 


very miſerable, and you are not happy; tell 


me, dear Mary, what baneful influence pre- 


vails that cauſes all this diſtreſs; is Mr. R. the 

object that deſtroys our happineſs? The tone 

of his voice and this abrupt queſtion threw me 
into inconceivable confuſion; for a moment 


1 could not anſwer, but guilt had hardened 


my heart, and inſpired an inſolence, which 
is its concomitant. I know not, Sir, I replied 
| havghtily, by what right you interrogate me; 
if Mr. Danvers ſeeks for caules to juſtify his 
ill humour; if you are ſo attached to him as 
to give into his opinions, and condemn me 
for an alteration in his temper, I have nothing 
to do with, you mult enquire elſewhere for 
the influence you mention, and he 1 18 the pro- 
Fl perſon to fatisfy you. 
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He aroſe, and advancing cloſe to me, Mary, 


Mary, cried he, in a voice that ſhook my 


whole frame, dreadful is the taſk to accule a 


beloved ſiſter, a wife, a mother, of crimes my 
ſoul ſhudders to mention, but this ſeeming | 
boldneſs will not avail you ; know, I have this 


day diſcovered the infamous correſpondence 


between you and that inhoſpitable villain, R. 
O, Mary, what will your father feel, what 


mult a brother ſuffer, from his wounded honor, 
and what miſery is the portion of that truly 


good and worthy man, the father of your child? 
What muſt be the feelings of that child here- 
5 alter, when ſhe reflects on her mother's vices? 
He could ſay no more, his voice faltered and ; 
tears ran down his checks. ; Still my ſtub- 
born heart was unmoved, 4 raiſed my voice 
and attempted to treat his accuſations with 

contempt, and accuſed Mr. Danvers as ha- 
ving, through a deſpicable jealouſy, given 
him an unfavorable opinion of me. This ir- 


ritated him. Stop, Madam, ſaid he, dare not 


accuſe your huſband, his ſorrows are his own; - 
he has unhappily too much love and reſpect 


for 
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for an unworthy woman, to throw the leaſt 
odium on her character, whatever are his ſuf- 
ferings: This day accident has diſcovered to 
me a ſhameful intrigue, that has wounded my 
honor and blighted my happineſs ; ; but, mark 
me, Madam, if you preſume to quit this 
houſe and meet your paramour again, by every 
thing that is ſacred I will expoſe you to your 
father, to your huſband, and the world. 


With theſe words he quitted the room, and 


left me more dead than alive, yet more in- 
dignant than repentant. Uncertain by what 
means he became acquainted with my ſecret, 
1 ſuſpected the ſervant; the perſon at whoſe 
houſe we met; in ſhort, I was ſuſpicious of all 
and afraid to truſt any one. Such is the con- 
ſequene of guilt, that no confidence can be 
placed in its aſſociates, for there are no ties to 
bind them but intereſt, and the higheſt bid- 
der, for that purpoſe, will obtain the prefer- 


ence. 


I paſſed that evening in my room in a ſtate 
a lirle ſhort of nee Mr. Danvers went 
out, 
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out, Mary with him, they returned not for 
the night, in the morning Sarah Mills, the * 
g woman now with me, and who had nurſed 
my child, came into my room with a letter, 
a man had juſt brought, eagerly opening tl 
found the following contents. 


« T have taken my child from the contagion 
1 ce of bad example, O, Mrs. Danvers, I have 
« taken her from a mother to whom ſhe ne- 

« yer was dear, and to whom {he will hence-. 
c forth live an entire ſtranger, I hall place 
5 cc her! in ſa'i ety and return within a few days.“ 


W. Danvers.” 


1 «| bad ſcarcely peruſed this letter, when my 
þ own woman burſt into my room, O Madam, 
your brother 1s br ought home dead, killed by 
Mr. R— in a duel. I heard no more, my 
ſenſes fled, happy had it been for all related 
to me had I never had a being! I was re- 
ſtored to life and miſery, A Mr. Fitzmau- 
rice, an intimate friend in the family, was in 
che houſe, an expreſs was chiſpatched to my 
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father, but no one knew where to find Mr. 
Danvers; a delirious fever ſeized on me, and 


for fourteen days I was ſenſeleſs of every thing 


| that happened, but it pleaſed heaven to puniſh 
me, by reſtoring me, to know the extent of 
my guilt, and to die daily with a tenſe of my 


cr imes. 


When the cd had pronounced me 
out of danger, Mr. Fitzmaurice came to me; 


I had repeatedly aſked thoſe about me for 
Mr. Danvers, and enquired who was in the 
houſe, all information was denied me; my 
murdured brother was continually. before my 
eyes, and although death would have releaſed 
me from miſery, I ſhuddered at the proſpect 


of dying with ſo many crimes that ſat heavy 


on my ſoul. Alas ! 1 1 KNEW not then the full | 
extent of them. 


When Mr. Fitzmaurice entered the room 
he looked at me for a moment with an eye 

of pity and horror. Tell me, Sir, cried I, 

tell me all, for I am 1 prepared to hear every 

og 
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thing that is horrible. I feel, anſwered he, 
moſt painfully, the dreadful taſk that is im. 
poſed upon me, but there is no one elſe to 
relate the heavieſt tidings that tongue can 
utter. Oh! Mrs. Danvers, you are now alone 
in the world, you have no father, no huſband, 
no brother! What, aſkedI wildly, have they 
all forſaken me? They have indeed, anſwer- 
ed he. Well then, ſaid 1, in an agony of 
deſpair, I have murdered my brother and am 
reprobated for ever. I am contented. I ne- 
ver could have ſeen my much injured father, 
though I muſt bear his curſes. No, ſaid he, 
you have not thoſe to bear; the account of his 
| ſon's death, too abruptly delivered, deprived 
him inſtantly of life. What he ſaid more 1 
know not, I faimed, my fever returned, and 
again I was on the verge of death, 


Let me haſten to niſh this horrid tale — 
Strange as it was I recovered. My dear, my 
reſpectable father, on receiving the fatal in- 
telligence, was ſeized with a paralytic ſtroke, 
and died without uttering a ſingle word, the 
bach 
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fixth day after my Date brother fell a vic- 
tim to his ſiſter” 8 vices. 


Mr. Danvers returned alone, and was in- 
formed of all, he likewiſe received an account 
of my father's death. No language can de- 
ſcribe his ſufferings, his own words will beſt 
ſpeak them; yet, with a compoſure that aſto- 
niſhed every one, he ſettled all my brother's 
and father's affairs, made his will, ſecured his 
Mary's rights, and fortune ; my ſettlement of 
five hundred a year remained unimpaired, 
though my extravagances had preatly injured 
his fortune, until by the ſhocking events 1 
have related, Mary became heir to my ſa- 
ther's eſtate. One day after ſettling all his 
affairs, and in caſe of his death placed his 
child as a ward in chancery, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Fitzmaurice the guardians of her per- 
ſon, he diſcovered to them where ſne was, 
exacting from them a ſolemn oath, never to 
acquaint me with her place of reſidence, they 
underſtood he was going abroad, but, alas! 
little expected the manner of his going or his 


ſudden departure the ate: 1 1 


before | 
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before the family was up, he quitted his apart- 
ment, leaving two letters, one addrefſed to 
me, and another to his friend, on the table. 
The one to me, which 1 have never ceaſed 
daily to read, and water with my tears, con- 
tained the following lines. 
To MRS. DANVERS. 
« Eyer dear but ill fated Mary, your un- 
happy huſband now takes his laſt adieu for 
ever, yetthink not that Imean to reproach you, 
or to accuſe you as the cauſe of events dreadful 
to think of; no! complaints or reproaches are 
_ uſeleſs now, and your too ſuſceptible heart 
mult experience in its own feelings ſufficient 
wretchedneſs to fatisfy the moſt coakignane of 
your acculers : Long, very long, my {till and 
ever beloved Mary, I ſaw I had loſt all inte- 
reſt in your heart, yet unconſcious of deſerv- 
ing ſo great a misfortune ; I was an attentive 
obſerver of your conduct, and ſought by my {| 
tenderneſs to revive yours; vain deluſive 4 
hope! Pleaſure entirely engroſſed every fan 
culty of your ſoul, nor could the endearing } 
ties of wife and mother raiſe one ſoft affec- 
tionate ſentiment; yet you was not criminal, 


ou 
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you reſpected your honor, on that aſſurance 
I ſtill built ſlattering ideas of returning hap- 
pineſs. Alas! within theſe laſt two months 
the veil which I could not for ſonie time pe- 
netrate through was withdrawn, and my 
miſery was complete, My intention was to 
place my child abroad, and on my return to 
ſettle all my affairs without acquainting you 
of the particular diſcovery I had mae, and 
without wounding your reputation or conſe- 
quence in the eye of your family or the world. 

Ir was my defign to pretend buſineſs called 
me to America, and to have left my country 
for ſome years, yet to preſerve you from re- 
' proach, as the mother of my child, I ſhould 
ſometimes have written to you, if you Pre- 
ſerved appearances. 


: Such was my intentions; I did not foreſce 
the unhappy events that followed, that two 


of the worthieſt of mankind ſhould fall vic- 


tims to one of the baſeſt, who is fled to hide 
his infamy and eſcape puniſhment. There 
was nothing now for me to conceal, no mea- 
ſures to obſerve; ; the finger of Pity, ſcorn, and 
| contempt. 
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contempt was -pointed at me, it is not to be 
borne ; I have heard you have been on the 
verge of the grave, I bend in gratitude to 
heaven that has reſtored you, reſtored you, I 
hope, to contrition and repentance, to future 
peace, though happineſs can never reach you 
more. Oh! my once darling wile, the pride, 
the boaſt of my heart in happier days, let not 
reproach or deſpair tempt you to raſhneſs or 
folly ; preſerve your life 'till your Creator ſhall 
demand it, nor let the firſt deviation from 
virtue plunge you into continued vice; reſume | 
your reaſon, conſider how much you owe to 


me, to yourſelf, and your child; let your 
future life make us reparation for all. 


Once more adieu for ever, wherever I go, 
whatever becomes of me, you will ſee, you 
will know me no more; I live for my child, | 
for that dear Mary, the ſweet reſemblance of 
her ill fated mother, may ſhe never know her 
ſorrows, Let me, Ke the laſt time, ſpeak 
Pete e and comfort to you, let me aſſure you 
of wy. pity, my pardon ; believe that with my 


g let breath I Wall never cea aſe to prey for you, 


i and 


mii ann enn 
and that in ſeparating mylelf from you I feel 
pangs worſe than death. May heaven bleſs 
you and forgive as I do; may you enjoy tran- 
quillity on earth, and everlaſting happineſs in 
the world to come—Deareſt, moſt unfortunate 
of women adicu for ever. 


a W. Danvers.” 


y 
= 
| 


This foul harrowing letter from the beſt 
and moſt injured of men, was delivered to 
me by Mr. Fitzmaurice ; the perufal threw 
— - into a ſtate little ſhort of madneſs, and 
when my fury and diſtraction abated, I ſunk 
into a ſullen ſettled deſpair. Mrs. Fitzmau- 
rice attended me with che moſt unremiting 
kindneſs; to her, and to my faithful Sarah I 
owe my preſervation from the raſh effects of 
deſpair, for 1 frequently attempted my life, 
and raved inceſſancly on my murdered friends. 
By their humane attentions I became at 
length more compoled, and coniidering life 
in my ſituation as the bittereſt puniſhment, 
ſhut out from the world, without a fingle 
” claim on 1 ſociety, without daring to conſider 
myiclt : 
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myſelf as a mother or wife, ties I had for ever 
violated ; a paricide, a fratricide, great God ! 
what a magnitude of crimes to ſupport! To 
live under ſuch evils how much ſuperior to 
the pains of death. Deſpair made me reſo- 
Jute and ſteady, I fixed my plan, and intended 
alone to ſeek ſome deſolate corner, where I 
might drag out the reſt of my days, but my 
kind Sarah would not forſake me; ſhe men- 
tioned the neighbourhood of Cumberland as 
remote, and in many places uninhabited; ſhe 
had a brother, who lived wich a farmer, to 
him we might apply for a lolitary habitation. 
Her intelligence pleaſed m e, I procured from 
my fric ids the advance of one 1 income, 

| five hundred pounds, a ſum I never expected 
to expend, and refiiting all their entreaties to 
know my {ſuture deſtination, 1 reſigned into 
i their hands the houſe and furniture, and, with 
a breal.ir g heart one night, that no eye 
might obſerve me, left Dublin for ever. The 
weak ſtate of my body and mind precluded 
me from taking long journies, and it was near 
three WEEKS bctore I ar nyed in Cumberland, 0 


4 
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exhauſted, fatigued, and almoſt overwhelmed 
with forrow. 


Sarah's brother lived at a village between 
Penrith and Kendal, in Weſtmoreland, at his 
ſiſter's requeſt he 1: -arched all round the. out- 
ſkirts of the two Counties, he told us of ſe- 
veral wonderful caves near the lakes, which, by 
tradition, were once inhabited, but which no- 
body now ventured to explore; he mentioned 
alſo an old abbey, which, with its antique fur- 
niture, was falling into decay, almoſt in ruins, 
and uninhabited, becauſe it was generally be- 
| Heved to be haunted by evil ſpirits. This 
habitation appeared to me the moſt deſirable | 
in che world, Sarah indeed had her fears, but 
I tried to overcome them, and ſhe grew 
aſhamed to expreſs them openly; in ſhort, 
I came to the ruinous abbey, there were yet 
two or three habitable apartments, with ſome 
old furniture; by the help of Peter we got 
in ſome neceſſaries, and he contrived to o ſend EY 
us proviſions . 
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In this place I reſided near eight months, 


when one morning taking a walk round the 
under colonade, or rather cloyiters, I ob- 
ſerved in one corner a [mall door, that had 
never before attracted my notice, this door 1 
tried to open, and with ſome difficulty effected, 
a number of ſtone ſteps were viſible, altho' 
the deſcent was quite dark. I went up to 


my apartment, called Sarah to attend me with 


a light, and returned to the door, deſcended 


the ſteps in ſpight of her fears and admoni- 
tions, and at length, after ſeveral winding 


paths, came to theſe apartments, which cer- 


tainly retained traces of being once inhabited. 


The ſituation, the ſolemn gloom that per- 
vaded through them, ſuited the ſtate of my 
mind, I inſtantly reſolved to make this my 
| habitation. With great difficulty I perſuaded 
Sarah to accord with my views, but finding me 
reſolute, ſhe would not forſake me: We ſoon 
removed our furniture into this cave, Peter 


ſtill was our friend, and preſerved our ſecret ; ; 


| I made it worth his while to be faithful. 
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Here for nine years I have dragged on a 
miſerable exiſtence, and 'tis almoſt incredible 
to believe any conſtitution could fo long ſup- 
port ſuch agonies as I have hourly experi- 
enced ; my time has been ſpent in ſorrow and 
repentance, nor for once interrupted but by 
the death of Peter, ſeven months ago, which 
Was an irreparable loſs to us, as, in conſe- 
quence of it, Sarah was obliged to go twice 


a week to a neighbouring village to pro- 


cure us neceſſaries, and being a great diſtance 
was more farigue than ſhe could well ſupport; 
but I truſt now the faithful creature's labours 
will ſoon be over, the lamp of life will ſoon be 
extinoviſked, the feeble light glimmers weakly, 


and will very ſhortly be no more. 


Thus, my dear young ladies, I have related 


my tory, let it ſink deep into your hearts, 
behold the effects of vanity, folly, and vice; 


mg” n 
: nee 


be aſſured virtue only can entitle you to the ] 


eſteem of the world, and procure to your own 


minds that peace and ſatisfaction, without 


which the muſt ſplendid ſituations, the higheſt 
gratifications of y your vaineſt wiſhes muſt ever 


fad 
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fail of producing for vice, ſooner or later, 


brings diſgrace, contempt, and ſorrow. 


A few lines more I with to add. Laſt 
week, ſenſible that my diſſolution was near at 
hand, I wrote to Mr. Fitzmaurice, likewiſe 
to the agent of Mr, Danvers, one or the other, 


I hope both, are till alive, and as there are 


large ſums in their hands belonging to me, 1 
have requeſted my kind and faithful Sarah 


may be allowed twenty pounds yearly, to live 
where ſhe likes, which, with the little that I 
leave in this place behind me, will be ſuffi- 
cient for her when I am no more; the clergy- 


man to whom I have directed her to apply 


will 5 them the neceſſary information. 


1f Mr. Danvers, ift my child, ſtill live, may 


that gracious Being who has vouchſafed to 
ſpare and bring me to a due ſenſe of my 
crimes, and I humbly hope will accept of my 
penitence ; may he ever bleſs and preſerve 
them from all the evils of this life, and may 


we one * meet in a 5 eternity, where 
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all ſins are forgiven, all reſentments ſubſide, 


and where the truly penitent may hope for 


mercy. The pen drops from my trembling 


hand, all will ſoon be over, lovely and good 


young creatures perſevere in truth and virtue 
and you. will be happy. 


Mary Danvers. 


rg CHAP. | VII. 


RS. WOODVILLE and her young 


- auditors, were extremely affected by 


0 this chr letter, which made an im- 


preſſion on Julia that was never eraſed from 
her memory — ſhe exceedingly lamented 
that her father” s commands precluded her 
from afliſling poor Sarah, and impatiently | 

f waited | 
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ate for the time ſhe expected to ſee her. 


Near a week had paſſed in anxiety on her 
part, deep melancholy that hourly increaſed 
in Mr. Woodville, and curioſity in Ellen, 
when one morning Anthony announced Sarah 
Mills; ſhe was received with the moſt con- 


deſcending kindneſs ; The poor woman burſt _ 
into tears when Julia addreſſed her, and was 
ſome time before ſhe could recover ſufficient 


compoſure to relate the following particulars. 


« When the en took you away, 
8 y 75 


ladies, I left every thing as decent as I could, 
and went away to enquire out fof the parſon's 
houſe ; dear me, I had a world of trouble to 
find it out, for he lives above four miles be- 
yond the abbey; and ſo when I came and 
gave him the paper, you may think how the 
gentleman was ſurpriſed, he atked me a heap 


of queſtions, and ſo I was forced to tell every 


thing of our coming from Ireland, and all 5 
the reſt about my poor miſtreſs's death, and 


the good dear gentleman though he i is young 
and handſome could not help crying: So he 
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ordered me ſomething to eat, and then we 
_ walked to the Abbey; but when he came 


and ſaw the rooms, and the dear lady lying 
dead, lord how he grieved! He made me fit 


down and looked over every thing, and put it 
all down in: paper, and there was more than 


ſixty pounds in money, and he told me every 
thing was mine. God bleſs her dear ſoul, I 


did not want to be ſo rich, ſhe was but too 
good to me; ſs then he went home and ſent 


a woman and a man, and had the body wrap- 
.ped up and carried to his houſe, and I went 
too, and next all the things were taken there 
and he gave me a paper about them, and a re- 


ceipt, he ſaid, and two days ago my dear good 
lady was buried; and ſo he aſked me where 


:*Þ would live, and what I would do. Iam ſure 
I don't know, I have loſt my poor Peter, 


I know nobody here, and, God help me, I am 
too old to travel far, fo I told the gentleman 
I would ſtay a week with him if he pleaſed, 
As long as you like my good woman, faid he, 
though, poor ſoul, he has but a poor houſe 
and isn't very rich, I believe, but 111 be bound = 


for | it he's very good... 
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And ſo, Madam, added ſhe, addreſſing her- 
ſelf to Julia, T longed to ſee you, and beg 
your advice, what I can do with myſelf now 
I be fo rich, and a poor lone woman whom 


nobody knows.” 


Here Sac ſtopped, and Julia looking on 
her mother with ſupplicating eyes, O, cried 
ſhe, that we could but offer her an aſylum. 
I wiſh it was poſſible, ſaid Mrs. Woodville, 
2h I fear your father will never approve of 


Ellen was about to ſpeak,, when Mr. 


| Woodville entered the room, and Sarah's ac- 
| count was repeated to him by her, at the con- 
_ clufion of which ſhe added, my dear Sir, will 
you permit my mother to have this faithful 
creature here? How dare you requeſt Its 


faid he, ſternly, I wiſh to ſee neither men nor 


women here, I have already too many, let her 
go back to the parſon, he may keep her, or 
ſend her home; I was wrong in gratifying 
your curioſity to let her call, but beware, wo- 
man, how you preſume to mention my family 
to any one, and chen ang an angry look 
at them all he leit the room. 


F 1 XY Sarah 
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— Garab burft into tears, O what a croſs gen- 
tleman, cried ſhe, how unlike the fweet deat 
handſome parſon ; but, dear ladies, what ſhall 
I do? Indeed, anſwered Mrs. Woodville, 
my good woman, if the clergyman is ſo kind, 
you had beſt ſtay with him until letters have 
been ſent of your miſtreſs's death to her 
friends. Ah! madam, faid ſhe, but how can 
that be, I have forgot the name of the gen- 
tleman my lady wrote to ſome time ago, or 
Il would have told the parſon. Julia inſtantly 
gave her, on a ſlip of paper, the name of Fitz- 
maurice, Dublin, and requeſted ſhe would call 
again a week hence, as they dared not ſee 
her too often. The poor woman with tears 
and a thouſand bleſſings took her leave, tho 
wich a 1 hatred to Mr. Woodville. 


MB 7 That gentleman Gully ringed 1 himſelf 
© from his family more and more, he frequently 

| was abſent from morning till night, eat very 
"= little, and ſpoke leſs. One morning at break- 
a fluſt he mentioned Mrs, Danvers, for the firſt 
time, of his own accord. There! 18. little 1 
. erer 
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but villany in the world now, exclaimed he, 4 
what an ungrateful vicious woman ſhe was, 'F 
how it was poſſible any man could ſupport _ 

ſuch treatment I know not; for my part, I am 
weary of an exiſtence where one experiences 

only deceit, fraud, and injuſtice ; in eſcaping 
from ſuch a world ſhe is happier than ſhe de- 
ſerved to be, The ſeverity of her puniſh- 
ment here, and her ſincere repentance, replied 
his wife, will, I hope, atone for her crimes 
and entitle her to mercy. So then, ſaid he, 
repentance is, in your opinion, a ſufficient ex- 
piation for whatever wickedneſs people may 
commit; a good convenient creed for your 
girls to lay hold of, without doubt. Pardon 
me, my dear Mr. Woodville, anſwered ſhe, 
you miſconceive my meaning; the poor wo- 
man we are ſpeaking of had no mother to 

direct or ſubdue her juvenile propenſities "7 
her education was wrong, and ſhe was mar- 
ried too early in life to be capable of fixing 
her affections as judgment might direct, in 
conſequence of which from not eſtimating 
the worth of her huſband as he deſerved, his 


0h i; very 
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very virtues were obnoxious to her: Her miſ- 
taken conduct, her crimes, and the dreadful 
ſubſequent events, afford a ſtriking leflon 
to the young and thoughtleſs mind, of more 
efficacy perhaps than years of admonition 
could do. May it prove ſo, ſaid he, with a 
deep ſigh, but thoſe are happieſt, who, cut off 
in early life, avoid ſuch connexions as plunge 
them into miſery, and eſcape the horrors a 
parent feels for his riſing goffspring. He aroſe 
and haſtily left the room, whilſt the mother 
and daughters gazed at each other, ſurpriſed 
at his unuſual familiarity, and that he had, of 
himſelf, mentioned Mrs. Danvers, whoſe name 
and misfortunes he had ſtudiouſſy avoided 
a taking notice of. : 


Ellen, who "EO TIER attended her father 
in his walks, had, ſince the diſcovery at the 
rocks, been entirely ſhook off, ſhe more than 
once repented letting him into the ſecret, but 
| the was ſo provoked and envious leſt her ſiſter 

| ould viſit! the lady without her, that ſhe 

| made no ſeruple of W her promiſe and 

7989 confeſſed 
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confeſſed every: thing that happened the pre- 
ceding day, with a view, in which ſhe ſuc- 
ceded. that her father might accompany her 
into the rock, and preclude her ſiſter from 
any advantages ſhe might derive by being 
with the recluſe alone. This adventure had 
a particular effect on Mr. Woodville's ſpirits, 
Always grave and auſtere, the ſeverity of his 
_ temper grew almoſt inſupportable, and the 
ſufferings of his wife were beyond all power 
of COON 


7 A few days after the preceding conver- 
ſation he did not attend the breakfaſt table as 


_ uſual, after waiting ſome time ſhe ſent to him, 
he returned for anſwer, he ſhould take none, 
vas extremely buſy, and deſired he might not 

be interrupted again. This anſwer ſurpriſed 

and alarmed her, and as the day advanced the 
dinner hour paſt and he did not make his ap- 

pearance, ſhe grew ſo very uneaſy that in ſpite 7 
of his prohibition ſhe ventured to the apart- 


ment, and knocked ſoftly at the door ; he de- 


: manded, in angry voice, who was chere? She 
3 F 6 . E 
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ſpoke, and expreſſed her fears for his health 

from want of refreſhment. In a mild voice 
he requeſted her to go down and he would 
Join her at ſupper. * With a light heart ſhe + 
returned to the girls, and at night he care 

into the room with an air more mild and 
cheerful than he had worn for many years, and 
behaved to all with kindnefs very unufual ; 
his family were Uelighred at a change they 
could not account for, and they ſpent an agree- 
able evening, though Mr. Woodville eat 
very ſparingly and drank only water. 


The following morning he came down, 
EE *' took a cup of tea, and retired again to his 
ftudy, inſtead of walking, which was his con- 
ſtant cuſtom, in all weathers, until the preced- 
ing day. Mrs. Woodville and her daugh- 
Mot were ſitting at work, commenting on the 
_ alteration. in their father, when they were 
asalarmed with the ſound of a gun going off in 
_ n tte houſe, ſhe with a fad? preſentiment jumped | 
_ from her chair, flew up ſtairs, followed by 
pher chiläàren; ſke tried the ſtudy door, it open- 
70 ed-—phat a dreadful fight preſented 1 itſelf to a 
wife k 
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wife! Mr. Woodville lay on the floor wel- 
tering in blood, a gun by his ſide, which he 


had doubtleſs fixed againſt the wainſcot and 


contrived to draw the trigger in ſuch a man- 


ner that the muzzle of the gun was to his 


mouth, and blew the upper part of the head 


off, his brains-ſcattered on the floor. Mrs. 


Woodville ſhrieked and fell ſenſeleſs to the 
ground; the ſcreams of the girls brought up 


the ſervants who were all too much frightened 


to be of any ſervice: Julia was on her knees 


trying to raiſe her mother; Ellen was ſunk 


into a chair ſtaring wildly about her. One 


of the women run to the garden in ſearch of 
Anthony and Thomas, and met the former 
coming to the houſe with Sarah Mills; the 
girl in a few words told the dreadful tale and all 
haſtened to the apartment where this tragical 


act had been perpetrated. Not a ſingle word 


paſſed, Anthony advanced to the body and 


faw it had been inſtantaneous death, he there- 


fore aſſiſted to raiſe the unhappy lady, who 
L began to ſhew ſigns of returning life, and con- 
| veyed her to another room; the poor trem- 
big children followed | in agitations not tobe 
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expreſſed. Ellen's tears flowed abundantly 
and loudly 3 Julia Was the 1 image of terror, f 
grief, and mute aſtoniſhment, not one tear 


could eaſe the o 'ercharged heart,” or relieve 
the oppreſſion that ſcarcely permitted her to 
breathe. 5 


Mrs. Woodville after; ſeveral RR groans 
opened her eyes, ſhe ſaw her daughters, look - 


ing ſteadily at them, ſhe raiſed her eyes to 
heaven, but could not ſpeak. Old Sarah, who 
in her long attendance upon her unfortunate 
miſtreſs had been accuſtomed to ſuch ſcenes, 5 
procured drops and other things neceſlary, 
which ſhe got the ladies to take, and after 
ſome time nature reaſſumed its functions, their 
ſenſes were returned, and floods of tears gave 
eaſe to the diſtreſs which language had no 


power to expreſs. Sarah perſuaded Mrs. 
Woodville to lay down, Ellen offered to ſit 
by her, whilſt Julia withdrew. into another 


apartment, with Sarah and their faithful Jane, 
who had lived with them from the birth of 


Alas! 
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Alas! cried Julia, what is to be done, how 
muſt we act, who can we apply to on this me- 


lancholy, this dreadful Buſineſs? O, my 


dear lady, anfwered Sarah, let me go and 
fetch the bleſſed Mr. Evelyn, our parſon, he 
will adviſe and comfort you all. My good 
woman, ſaid Julia, you are right, to him we 


can with propriety apply, and without con- 
ſulting my mother I will venture to ſend An- 


thony with you, on horſeback, directly; loſe 
no time added ſhe mournfully, for I am under 


a thouſand apprehenſions about my dear mo- 
ther, and I ſtruggle hard to ſubdue my own 
feelings under a ſituation ſo full of horror. 


Anthony and Sarah were ſoon on their 
way, whilſt Julia returned to her afflicted pa- 
rent mutual tears and embraces ſpoke what 


they could not utter, Mrs. Woodville was in 
the utmoſt agitation, and extremely feveriſh. 


After a long and expreſſive ſilence Julia ſaid, 
pardon, me, Madam, if I have done wrong, 
but, without a friend to direct us, I have taken 


the Many to ſend. Sarah bor: the good par- g 


ſon, 


— — — 
$5.4 57 at — * 3 2 IEEE > Ge Gee £ 6 
* 


* 2 LAS I 5 FRA p 
* c 
* 2 1 4 1 
\ $a 5 $A ME. 63] - C 2 
9 hs erer 


% / . 


* . * * 

WA. 3 N As 1 f 

"WP. Bong $4 5 2 * » Y : 
1 * 1393 


A 


ww 3 . = 
cant . OE OD 


. 4 1 2 i * — 1 22 
pt 8 
; „ — 0. 
2 N * : 
4 
| 
* 4 
- * 


3 


112 ELLEN AND JULIA. 


ſon, Mr. Evelyn, I hope I have not done 
wrong? No, my love, tis our only reſource, 
was all Mrs. Woodville could reply; the 
_ dreadful ſcene was conſtantly before her eyes: 
Her huſband dead! guilty of ſuicide ! a victim 
to a diſcontent and miſanthropy improperly 
' nouriſhed, and which at length ſubdued all 
ſenſe of religion and reaſon! The idea was 
too aer her head grew giddy, the fever 
increaſed, and by the time Mr. Evelyn ar- 
rived ſhe was in a very alarming ſtate, and 
poor Julia almoſt diſtracted with her fears. 


Ellen exhauſted by her tears had retired to 


bed, and when Sarah announced her dear 


parſon, as ſhe called him, was in the parlour. 


Julia had ſcarcely life and ſpirits ſufficient to 
ſupport ſo painful an interview with an entire 
ſtranger, eſpecially a gentleman, her ber 
being the only man ſhe: had Ton, nos the 


| : TH: e ſince childhood. 
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brite: and reſolution as ſhe entered the 
room, but was ſtruck with inconceivable ſur- 


priſe and confuſion when one of the moſt. 


elegant men in the world, and to her at that 


moment appearing as an angel of peace, ad- 


vanced to the door, and bowing on her hand 
led her to a chair, neither being able to 
ſpeak for ſeveral minutes — at length Mr. 
Evelyn broke ſilence. 


<1 feel myſelf erde "OO Madam, 
in being honored with your commands to at- 
tend at Woodland Caſtle, any thing and 


every thing you can deſire from one devoted 
to ſerve you, it will be my ſtudy to obey you 
« My fituation, Sir, replied Julia, with 
eyes overflowing, the diſtreſsful ſituation of 5 


in. 


my mother calls s for the attention of a friend; 


in this country we have none, unknowing - 


and unknown here we are as ſtrangers: the 


dreadful event which has taken place this 
day precludes ceremony, your humanity in 


a recent inſtance within my knowledge in- 
ſpired me with confidence to claim the be- 
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nefit of your advice and aſſiſtance, and as the 
firſt proof, I beg your recommendation of a 
medical gentleman for my poor mother.” 
Here a burſt of tears prevented her from 
going ON. 


| He N th with great emotion — Will you 
permit me, Madam, to ſee the dear lady, I 
have ſome knowledge in phyſic, and ſhall be 
enabled to judge if ſuch aſſiſtance is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Without attempting a re- 
ply Julia conducted him to her mother's 
apartment, and advanced to the ſide of the 
bed, for the purpoſe of introducing him, but 
alas! Mrs. Woodville had received a ſhock 
her reaſon was unable to ſuſtain, ſhe knew no 
one, and raved inceſſantly on her wretched 
huſband. Mr. Evelyn ſeeing the ſtate ſhe 
was in, almoſt, by force drew Julia into the 
outer room, and ordered Anthony to go di- 
realy expreſs for Dr. Symonds, who lived 
en of ten eie from Woodland Lell. 
e She: 990055 not oth by ghis time 
7 joined them, and Was introduced as Miſs 
Woodville 
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Woodville. That ſame moment gave birth 
to different ſentiments between her and the 
young clergyman, he viewed her as a very 
beautiful girl, but the traces of pride, haughty 


conſciouſneſs of her charms, and an aſſumed 


ſuperiority over her ſiſter, entirely deſtroyed 
the effect of her beauty in his eyes; and tho” 
he admired, it was the admiration he would 
have beſtowed on a picture, without giving 
birth to one tender ſentiment. Not ſo was 
Ellen affected; wonder and ſurpriſe were her 
firſt emotions ; the next was admiration and 
a deſire of pleaſing, yet, feeling the melan- 


cho circumſtances under which he was in- 
troduced, ſhe was for that night incapable of 


xg; herſelf to attract his attention, 


Mr. ok ich one of the beſt hearts in 
the world, felt himſelf particularly intereſted. 


for theſe, lovely ſiſters, who, at their time of 
life, were novices in the great ſchool of life, 


and, circumſtanced as they were, demanded 

the tendereſt friendſhip and aſſiduity chat a 
generous and humane mind could beſtow. „ 
San had related every ching chat had fallen pu 
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firſt motive, was entirely abſorbed in his eager 
deſire to ſerve her, every faculty of his ſoul 
. alve t to Alleviare her ane ai ſpeak 
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within her knowledge of the family, but all 
was ſo trifling and imperfe& he could form 


no judgment of their character, fortune, or 
the cauſes which had inſtigated Mr. Wood- 

ville to put a period to his exiſtence — He 
had frequently heard a ſtrange account of the 
maſter of Woodland Caſtle, who lived en- 


tirely ſecluded from ſociety, and although he 
had reſided near five years in the neighbour- 


| hood never once had ſeen him; he concluded 


either uncommon misfortunes, depreſſed cir- 


cumſtances, or the contempt of mankind, 
from improper conduct, had driven him to a 
ſituation ſo remote and ſolitary, and that 

choice could have no ſhare in his induce- 0 
ments to fix himſelf. and ny there. 


Under this Sed he had attended a at q 


the Caſtle, and was ſtruck with the higheſt 
wonder and admiration when Julia entered 


the room. Humanity, which had been his 


8 | 
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peace to her mind. He waited with anxious 


impatience. for the arrival of Doctor Sy- 


monds, and felt little leſs agitation than the 
unhappy daughters, for his. opinion of Mrs. 
Woodville's caſe. When the Doctor came 
he artended him to her room, and was de- 
lighted to find his judgment was rather fa- 
vorable, and that he ſuppoſed, if. poſſible to 
procure ſome hours reſt, the fever which had 
ſeized her brain might be reduced ; ſhe was 
| let blood, and the Doctor haſtened home, to 
ſend her Progr medicines, 


as 15 departure Mr. Re n 
permiſſion to ſtay the night and watch by 
her, and leave to ſend Thomas to the parſon- 
age, that ſhould his preſerice be required 


there, he might be immediately ſent for. 


This being granted, with a warm acknowledg- 
ment of his kindneſs, Anthony was ordered to 
ſet off early in the morning for Kendal, the 
necareſt town, and there procure all things 
neceſſary for the funeral and ſubſequent de- 
mands. He entreated the ladies to retire 
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and reft themſelves, but no perſuaſions could 
induce them to give up their attendance on 
their mother, they therefore paſſed the night 
in the melancholy employment of watching 


the progreſs of her diſorder, and returning 
reaſon. 5 


Between two and three o'clock ſhe dropt 
aſleep and remained quite compoſed till 
after eight, when ſhe awoke perfectly in 
her ſenſes, but ſo extremely weak and low, 
that 1t was with difficulty ſhe articulated a 
ſingle word. Having taken ſome cordials 
which the phyſician had ſent, and the opiate | 
again operating in a doze, Mr. Evelyn per- 
ſuaded the young ladies to withdraw into the 


next apartment, he then produced a letter i 


which Thomas had found upon his late ma- 
ſter's table and given to him, it was addreſs- 
ed to Mrs. Woodville. The poor girls burſt 
into a flood of tears, on viewing the hand. 


p It is grievous to me, ſaid Mr. Evelyn, to 
be ne chus to wound your ſenſibility, | 
but 
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but tis poſſible there may be ſome direc - 

tions in this letter neceſſary to be obſerved, 
how then are we to act? Mrs. Woodville is 
by no means in A ſituation to ſee the letter 

or be conſulted. O, no, cried Julia, I would 
not for worlds ſpeak to her on the ſubject; 


painful as it muſt be to us, I think we ſhall 


-00 juſtified j in opening the letter, yet I ſubmit 
to your judgment, my dear Ellen, and ſhall 
be guided by your opinion. Then, anſwer- 
ed Ellen, who held the letter, I ſhall open it, 
I think the neceſſity will excuſe the liberty. 


She broke the ſeal and requeſted the clergy- 
man to read it With a trembling hand and 


faltering voice he obeyed her, 


char. 


. — i 
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CHAP. IX. 


To Mr S. Woodville. | 


Pon: this reaches your hands, my 
ever beloved and eftimable wife, I ſhall 
be at reſt, delivered from an exiſtence I have 
| draged on moſt painfully to myſelf and fa- 
mily for ſome years. Grieve not, dear Ellen, 
at an event, dreadful perhaps in itſelf, to your 


feelings, but which releaſes me from miſery; 


pray for me, that my impatient ſpirit may 
| ſuffer here only, and that the crime I am 
about to commit may be forgiven, I feel 
that Tama coward, that ! deſert my poſt, b 

and plunge into a greater evil to avoid leſſer 
ones, inflicted on me from my own folly, 


74 imprudence, and a cenſurable diſcontent at 


diſpenſations, 5 
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diſpenſations, you, with all your gentleneſs of 
temper, have had fortitude to bear. I hate 
the world, I deteſt ſociety, I render my own 
family unhappy ; I have experienced the de- 


luſion of whav is falſely called pleaſure, the 


deceit of mankind, the inſincerity of friends; 


yet poor Danvers proved the unfaithfulneſs 


of a wife! Let me here do juſtice to your 
virtues, let me acknowledge, with ſhame to 
myſelf, you have been an angel, and to de- 


liver you from a continued hopeleſs ſtate of 


miſery, is one motive, among many, that in- 
duces me to commit a raſh action reaſon 
muſt condemn. Danvers lived for his child, 


| I can be of no ſervice to my children, I be- 
queath them to the care of a good, virtuous, 
and affectionate mother — keep them from 
the great world, from temptations to vice, 


but immure them no longer in this deſolate 


place; let them obey your precepts, follow 


your example, and they will be happy watch 


over Ellen, ſhe has too much my haughty 
and impatient ſpirit, with a ſtrong underſtand- 
ing, which, if not well directed, may lead her ö 
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into error. Julia is like yourſelf, much good 
ſenſe, gentle, amiable, and unaſſuming, with 
a benevolent heart, and a fortitude that will 
enable her to bear the evils of life with more 
courage than perhaps the ſtronger mind of her 
fiſter would endure. May the Almighty bleſs 
and preſerve you all. Apply to the worthy 
clergyman who is the protector of Sarah 
Mills, his name I know is Evelyn, his cha- 

racter is good, ,he will aſſiſt you. Adieu, 
my dear wife and children, at this moment 1 
feel my tenderneſs, which has long been 
frozen up, revive ſtronger than ever. My 
ſpirit revolts at the action I have premedi- 

tated, my ſoul ſhrinks at the idea of what 

may follow—a few moments may unnerve 

my hand—I can no more—Heaven preſerve I 
and bleſs you here and hereafter. 


158 | 


H. Wood . 
No 3 can deſcribe the diſtreſs kick. 
this letter occaſioned. When Mr. Evelyn 
came to the part which mentioned Ellen he 

ſtopped, but having begun the ſentence, tho' 
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almoſt drowned in tears, ſhe haſtily cried, 
read on, Sir, I inſiſt upon your going on; 
why © watch over Ellen?” With great re- 


luctance he proceeded; and by a glance ſaw 


indignation had ſtopped her tears; but when 


he drew the character of Julia, a taſk he per- 


formed with great feeling and emphaſis, Ellen 


rudely interrupted him, My father might 


have ſpared this diſcrimination of character, 


he was no ſtranger to wy mother's partiality 
for her favorite, and ——” O ſiſter, cried | 


Julia, taking her hand. a not indulge ſuch a 


dangerous miſtake, our mother has no par- 
tialities, ſhe loves us both equally. Ellen 
coldly repulſed her hand, and entreating par- 
don of Mr. Evelyn, requeſted he would finiſh 
the letter, which he had ſcarcely concluded 
before Julia fell ſenſeleſs from her chair. 
Whilſt the clergyman flew to her aſſiſtance, 
her ſiſter roſe and rung the bell, there, ſaid 
ſhe, in a reproachful tone, there is a proof of 
my father's judgment, and her wonderful for- 
titude. This ſpiteful remark did not go un- 
\ noticed by Mr. . though he let it paſs 
3 unanſwered; 25 
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unanſwered ; ; the entrance of a ſervant, who 


aſſiſted him, recovered Julia from the ſhock 
ſhe had received by the concluſion of the 
letter. Ellen mean time was peruſing a pa- 


per. which had dropped, unheeded by Mr. 


Evelyn, as he turned the ſheet. Seeing her 
ſiſter tolerably recovered ſhe turned-to her 
with an air of indifference, this paper men- 


tions that we have ſix thouſand pounds each, 
and ſomething more at my mother's death, 


who has eight hundred a year; lord, who 


could have thought my father was ſo rich? 
The afflicted Julia could make no reply, ſhe 5 
; Was meditating on thoſe lines of Maſon, 


00 T pink 1. a fea of deep Se w! whelms | 
„The wretch's trembling ſoul, he iaunches forth 


„ Ugiicens' q to them «oy {3 


0, my 1 my dear father, cried ſhe, 


caps her hands, heaven, heaven have 
mer y! She covered her face with her hand- 
Ferchief, in an agony. that drew tears from 
the worthy clergyman, and even ſoftened the 
| heart of Ellen, who, with a tender voice re- 
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queſted her to be more compoſed, or ſhe 
might diſturb her mother in the adjoining 
apartment. This conſiderate remark ope- 


rated more than any conſolation could have 


done, ſhe preſſed her ſiſter's hand in an em- 


phatic ſilence, and haſtily returned to her 
mother's apartment, leaving Ellen with Mr. 


Evelyn, who appeared buried in reflection. 


What, Sir, ſaid ſhe, are we to do with this 
letter, as there are no orders, or directions of 
any kind, tis not neceſſary my mother ſhould 
know its contents for ſome time at leaſt. I. 
am of your opinion, Madam, he replied, ” tis 
poſſible Mr. Woodville may have made a 
will, you may have guardians appointed, yet 
I can by no means think we are authoriſed 
to ſearch for any Papers until your good mo- 


ther is capable of giving orders, all we can 


do for the preſent is to have a lead coffin, 
and then we may wait for the deſirable re- 
turn of Mrs. Woodville's health, which I 


hope is not far diſtant. Ellen acquieſced 


with great readineſs to his ſentiments, and by 
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her attentive politeneſs appeared deſirous of 
effacing any impreſſions he might entertain 
to her prejudice from her father's letter. 

They followed Julia and were delighted to 
find her mother perfectly in her ſenſes, and 


| capable of taking notice though the could not 
ſpeak to them. 


Mr. Evelyn rejoiced at an rd which 
gave the moſt ſenſible pleaſure to her chil- 
dren, and ſcized the opportunity to viſit his 
parſonage. The following day being Sunday, 
he knew it was not in his power to devote 


much time to this afflicted family, for he at- 
tended two churches at ſixteen miles diſtance, 
7 rough miſerable dreary 1 roads. 5 


Mr. Evelyn's Guker was the ſecond ſon of 


a Baronet, he was brought up to the church, 
and after taking orders his father purchaſed 
a living of nearly three hundred pounds a 
year for him, and he had ſome expectations 
of a child's ſhare, not very inconſiderable, at 
his father s death, Sir Robert Evelyn having 
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only two ſons and a daughter; but unhappily 


Mr. Charles Evelyn, ſoon after he had poſ- 


ſeſſion of his living, was imprudently guilty 
of an unpardonable crime in marrying an 


amiable young woman, the daughter of an 


apothecary, without a ſhilling fortune—this 


ſtep ſo exaſperated the Baronet that at his 
death he bequearhed him only the trifling 
ſum of one hundred pounds to buy mourn- 


ing. His ſiſter married a gentleman of fa- 


mily and fortune, ! in Scotland, his brother, 


then Sir Robert, imbibed the prejudices of 


his father, and ſeemed to forget he had a 
brother exiſting. Mr. Charles Evelyn how 
ever felt no regret for the loſs of riches or 
friends, he was much grie ved at the reſent- 
ment of his father, and was moſt painfully 
affected, that reſentment ſhould be carried to 
the grave, which he had reaſon to think was 
_ chiefly owing to the ill offices of his brother, 
as Mrs. Evelyn's merits were ſuch as pro- 


cured her univerſal eltern and e 


They had PR one child, and their whihe = 


? attention was devote! to the care of his edu- 
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cation, in which they had abundant reaſon 
to pride themſelves in their ſucceſs. When 
of an age to go to college his father ſent him 
there with an eſtabliſhment that compelled 
him to give up many comforts for himſelf 
and wife, to ſupport — but he well knew a 
young man of genius and ſpirit, placed at a 
univerſity without the means of ſupporting 
himſelf ge reell, would feel a degradation, 
an unmerited neglect, which muſt wound his 
feelings, and prevent that attention to ſtudy, 
that ſatisfaction which may allowably attend 
conſcious merit, when «SR equality with 
others, 


P 
Bon 


: Young Mr. Evelyn, ſenſible of his father's 
5D kindneſs, ſtudied to deſerve it by an unre- 
miting induſtry | in the progreſs of his ſtudies, 
and was univerſally eſteemed and reſpected 
by every one who knew how to value ſupe- 
| rior merit. His father had been promiſed a 
living for him by a gentleman of rank in his 
2 neighbourhood, and on whoſe promiſes he E 
thought he could rely, the living he himſelf. 
poſſeſſed was BIO: fold 1 in reverſion by the 
| Patron 1 
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patron to whom it belonged, as unhappily 


Mr. Evelyn had no money to ſecure i it in his 
own — | 


A ſhort ime before young Evelyn was to 
leave College his mother had taken a young 
girl, about ſeventeen, under her protection, 
until ſhe could procure an eligible ſituation 
for her ; ſhe was the daughter of an induſ- 


trious couple, who kept a ſmall ſhop, but 
who dying within a ſhort time of each other, 
left their child with a very few pounds only 


when their affairs were ſettled. This young 


girl was handſome and amiable, ſhe wiſhed 
to go abroad to wait on ſome lady, but had 
few requiſite qualifications for that ſtation, 
Mrs. Evelyn, with a humanity that did her 
honor, received her into her houſe, inſtructed 
her in ſeveral things neceſſary, and earneſtly | 


ſought among her acquaintance for a ſituation 


that might. be comfortable to her. 


At this — 3 and of the Ader 
Mr. Evelyn « came 9 to the houſe, 
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the perſon of Kitty attracted him, and, like 
moſt other fine gentlemen, he thought an un- 
protected girl of humble birth was fair game, 
and would be honored by his notice. Under 
this preſumption he ſeized every opportunity 
of explaining his admiration, and great de- 
Ggns in her favor. The girl, who was really 
good and virtuous, repulſed and avoided him; 
but a man like him was not eaſily diſcou- 
raged, he perſevered in watching and teazing 
her continually with his paſſion, and one day 
accidentally meeting her in a meadow which 
lay between the parſonage and village, he 
joined her, and grew ſo very importunate, 
that the girl anſwered him with more ſpirit 
than prudence in her ſituation, which ſo en- 
raged himthat he laid hold of her very rude- 
ly, and began to take ſeveral impertinent free- 
doms; ſhe, much terrified, ſcreamed very 
loudly, and luckily brought two young fel- 
 Jows to her aſſiſtance from an adjoining field; 
on their approach my Lord quitted her, vow- 

ing revenge. Terror and fright rendered 

5 wn dit dend, they: knew her, and —— Z 
_— her 
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her ſafe to the parſonage, telling Mrs. Evelyn 
what had happened; ſhe was extremely ſhock- 
ed at the intelligence, and in a moment an- 
ticipated the unhappy. conſequences, Kitty 
was obliged to be taken to her bed. Mr. 
Evelyn was exceſſively enraged, and his wife 
grieved for the inſulted girl, and the effects it 
might produce to the family intereſt. The 
following day they were informed Lord A— 
had left the country, Mr. Evelyn. was not 
ſorry to be ſpared the unpleaſant taſk of ex- 
poſtulation on the ſubject, and in a ſhort time 
after, the girl was, by their recommendation, 
received into the houſe of a lady ſeveral miles. 
diſtant, where ſhe lived very * 


Young Charles was now returned from 
college with every degree of diſtinction the 
heads of the univerſity could beftow.. When 
he had taken orders he officiated as his ſa- 
ther's curate, but, alas! that pleaſure was of 
ſhort duration. The elder Mr. Evelyn Was. 
_ ſeized with an inflammation on his lungs, in 
conſequence of a cold, and died in a very. few 
| months after his ſon's return home. 
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This loſs was moſt ſeverely felt by the 
mother and ſon, and their affliction could ad- 
mit of no other alleviation than what the re- 
flection on his virtues afforded — they knew 
he was good, and therefore muſt be happy. 
What a conſolation to the ſorrowing heart 
for the loſs of friends 


When their grief was a little abated by 
time and reaſon, they were compelled to look 
round for future reſidence and ſupport. Mr. 
Evelyn propoſed an application to Lord A. 
for tlie performance of his promiſe to pro- 
cure him a living; his mother would not diſ- 
courage him although ſhe had little hopes of 
his ſucceſs, and therefore was not diſappointed, 

though grieved on ber ſon's account, when 
he received an anſwer with “Lord A's com- 
pliments to Mr. Evelyn, condoled with him 
and his. good mother on their loſs, and felt 
great concern that he could not at preſent 
ſerve Mr. Evelyn, as the only living he had 
any proſpect of procuring for him had been a 
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Such is the language of moſt great men! 
Miſerable is the being who ſeeks court de- 


pendance, and reſts his hopes on the patron- 


age of the great, vexation and diſappoint- 


ment attends him, and that time, which by 


talents and induſtry might have been other- 
wiſe profitably employed, is waſted in a uſe - 


lefs attendance, idle habits contracted, the 
temper ſoured, and the unhappy dependant 


too generally loſt to the _ his Aare 


and friends. 


Young Evelyn, new to the world, “un- 
| hackneyed in the ways of men,” of ſtrict in- 


tegrity, and a ſtranger to duplicity, took Lord 
A—'s anſwer in a literal ſenſe, and when he 


lamented his own diſappointment, told his 
mother he was ſure his Lordſhip muſt be 
much vexed on being obliged to ſend ſuch 
unpleaſant intelligence. Alas! my dear 
Charles, ſaid ſhe, you are but little acquainted : 


with great men, and the facility with which 


they make and forget promiſes, as it ſerves 
tight preſent Runes. Lord ** is con- 


leious 


1 %/%ͤo ͤůcr»mndr unn AND ennie 

ſcious of improper behaviour, and as © they 
never forgive who have done the wrong,” he 
is glad to ſhake us off without any explana- 
tions ; but, added ſhe, obſerving his painful 
emotions, take courage, my dear fon, we. 
have one great, good, and beneficent patron, 
who will never deſert us; on him we will 
rely, and doubt not of his protection if we 
TENTS THT 


Evelyn ſighed, unable to ſpeak from the 
variety of ideas that crowded upon his mind, 
he ſaw himſelf and a beloved parent thrown. 
on an unfeeling world, two or three hundred 
pounds the utmoſt they could raiſe, without 
friends, (though they had relations) and now. 
without the patronage he had ever. been. 
taught to look forward to as his beſt hope in 
life. However, to ſink under his diſappoint- 
ments was unworthy a rational. being, he 
therefore loſt no time in ſettling his affairs, , 
every thing was diſpoſed of, and, beyond his 
expectations, he realiſed near five- hundred 
pounds, this ſum, unknowing to his mother, 
St 5 n 
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he immediately ſunk for an annuity for her, 
of five and forty pounds, and then wrote to 
Oxford, to the heads of the college he had 
| belonged, requeſting their recommendation 
of him to a country curacy. No falſe pride 
debaſed the mind of young Evelyn, he was 
ſuperior to that miſtaken haughtineſs of ſoul _ 
which could not bear to appear in a leſs ele- 

vated ſituation than he had been accuſtomed 
to move in; he ſaw the neceſſity of providing 
for his future ſupport, and conſidered it as no 
degradation of merit that he was poor if he 
could procure a ſmall independance. His 
mother felt the full force of his duty and af- 
fection for her, and very reluctantly complied 
with his earneſt ſupplication, that ſhe would 
board in ſome decent family, and live as com- 
fortably as her ſmall income would allow 
accordingly ſhe was ſettled with a worthy 
tradeſman at five and twenty pounds for her 
board including every expence but waſhing, 
and as ſhe had a good ſtock of linen and 
cloaths, ſhe would not, for ſome time at leaſt, 
have occaſion t to exceed her! income, to which 


nevertheleſs 
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nevertheleſs her ſon flattered himſelf he ſhould 


find means to make an addition. 


In a ſhort time he received an anſwer from 


Oxford, and a recommendation to two cura- 
_ cies, if he would accept them, in the County 
of Weſtmoreland, they were ſixteen miles 


diſtant from each other, the duty to be di- 
vided alternately , mornings and evenings ; 
oneof them was twenty-four pounds yearly, the 
other twenty. Though neither the terms 
nor ſituation was very flattering to a young 
man, not yet five and twenty, yet he heſitated 


not a moment in ſignifying his acceptance of Es 
the o fer — his mother entreated him to let 
her accompany him, but this he would not 
hear of, at leaſt until he had ſettled in the 


parſonage, and ſeen what accommodations he 


could give. He ſoon received the appoint- 
ment, and taking a very tender leave of his 
mother, who felt little leſs at this ſeparation. 
from her worthy ſon than at the death of her: 
huſband, and found all the fortitude ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed ſcarcely ſufficient to ſupport her under 
this ſecond painful ſtroke, Poor Evelyn was 
e for To 0 ws deeply 


Fry IN 2 4 7 Dr 
eee eee „ — — . 
— 5 KKK aL dp TR, 


—— 


ELLEN AND JULIA. _ 137 
deeply affected, but recommending her to 
the care of Providence, he tore himſelf from 
her and purſued his dreary journey. 


On his arrival at the place he was to inha- 
bit, and which was called the parſonage, he 
found a cottage of two ground rooms, two 
bed chambers over, a back kitchen with a 
room over that, a tolerable garden, and a ho- 
vel for a horſe; the whole much out of repair 
and the furniture very indifferent. The rec- 
tor, who reſided at Newcaſtle, came there 
twice a year for a few days, and then the beſt, 
and indeed the only decent apartment was 
his. The houſe as ſituated on the ſkirts of a 
dreary common, ad was three miles from the 
firſt church, and ſixteen from the other — he 
contrived to ſettle with the pariſhioners, that 
the morning duty ſhould be at the greateſt 
_ diſtance, by which means he returned to din- | 
ner, and did the evening ſervice with leſs i in- 
: convenience to himſelf, | 


I this 55 and without any amuſement 


= but What his nooks, the cultivation of his gar- | 


den, 
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den, and ſometimes a few charitable viſits to 
the ſick and infirm in the neighbourhood, af- 
forded him, he had vegetated, for it could 
ſcarcely be called an exiſtence, near five years, 
when old Sarah attended him by the order of 
her departed miſtreſs—the circumſtances at- 
tending her viſit gave him an infinite deal of 
ſurpriſe ; the ſtories he had heard relative to 
the many wonderful caves, ſome of them for- 
merly inhabited, he had looked upon as fabu- 
lous tales, which the 1gnorance and ſuperſti- 
tion of the country people encouraged; it ap- 
; peared almoſt impoſſible any human being, 


much leſs a delicate woman, could exiſt 1 in a 
ſituation ſo foren and e 


Sarah in a her ſtory, PIR: ſhe | was 
ſenſible of the lapſe, faid, how greatly the 
charming young lady was ihocked at the death 

ol her miſtreſs. What young lady, demanded 
he. She directly was ſenſible of her error, | 
and anſwered, O dear, Sir, don't aſk me, I 


forgot myſelf to be ſure, but J have ſworn not | 
to tell a word, ſo pray don't aſk me. How- | 


ever his curioſity might be excited, he too 
. much 
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much reſpected a vow of any kind to preſs her 
to a further diſcovery, and therefore took no 
notice of her abſence, the days ſhe called at 
Woodland, uatil the dreadful event of Mr. 
Woodville's death required his preſence there. 
The melancholy circumſtances under which 
he found the family, the appearance of 'two 
ſuch lovely girls, ſecluded from ſociety, and 
without a friend to afford them any conſola- 
tion, was a ſituation that greatly intereſted his 
feelings, and he felt a painful regret in being 
compelled to abſent himſelf from chem the 
Ns Ty 


5 Whilk Mr. Erh as before mentioned, 

took the opportunity to viſit his parſonage, 

Mrs. Woodville gradually grew better, the 

fever abated, ſhe embraced her weeping chil- 
dren, and mingled her tears with theirs, — 
Ellen briefly mentioned what had been done ; 

ſhe requeſted Mr. Evelyn with them would 
examine all the papers that might be found, 
and if no particular directions appeared, re- ' 
ſigned the whole to.his judgment and manage- 
ment; by the time he returned he was happy 
= to 
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to find the violence of their grief ſubſided 
into a calm melancholy, ſuch as muſt natu- 
rally take place from a calamity ſo recent and 
ſevere. At the requeſt of the young ladies 
he looked over all the papers, letters, &c. in 
a private drawer ot the late Mr. Woolville's 
was a ſchedule of all his effects: The princi- 
pal eſtate devolved to the neareſt male heir, a 
very diſtant relation, and a peer; the reſidue 
of his fortune, amounting to nearly twelve 
thouſand pounds, a great part of which had 
been ſaved by the ſtrict economy in which the 
family had lived for many years paſt, he had 
given in the paper, which was written by him- 
ſelf, and ſigned by his two ſervants as wit- 
neſſes, jointly between his two daughters when 
they came of age, who were alſo entitled to 
their mother's fortune of eight thouſand 
pounds at her death, altogether amounting to 
near ten thouſand each. It was evident, there - 
fore, Mr. Woodville had retired from the 
world with a view to ſave ſomething for his 
children, but there was no neceſſity to abjure 


ſociety, and — indulging) diſcontent and a re- 
5 pining 
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pining ſpirit, permit laſſitude and an habitual 
idleneſs to creep upon him, render him en- 
tirely inactive, dead to every tender affection- 
ate ſentiment, and at length ſubdued every 


ſenſe of religion by urging him to deſperation 
and ſuicide. 


Mr. Evelyn thought it was neceſlary to 
acquaint the heir at law ofa late event, and 
enquiring his name, was ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment on being told it was Lord A—, his 
quondam patron, who had been ſo unfortu- 
nately compelled to break his promiſes, — 
Julia obſerving a mixture of ſurpriſe and con- 
cern in his countenance, at the name, which 
| ſhe had only heard that day from her mother, 
very innocently aſked if he knew Lerd A—. 
I do, Madam, ſlightly know him, anſwered 
he, and wiſh the intelligence he ought to have 5 
could be conveyed to him through other 
hands than nine. Doubtleſs you have par- 
= ticular reaſons which we have no right to en- 
quire into, ſaid Ellen, and ae a if it will 
not be improper, and you will dictate to me, 
I will write to lim. 1 0 this Propoſal he 
„„ gladly 
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gladly aſſented, and as a few lines only were 
neceſſary, ſimply to announce his acceſſion to 
the eſtate, there could be no impropriety in 


her writing, and this was accordingly done. 
The furniture and plate having been moſtly 
purchaſed by their great grandfather, was 
part of their property, and was at that time in 
poſſeſſion of the gentleman to whom the eſtate 
was let. They found in the ſchedule an ex- 
act inventory of every thing, which Mr. 
Evelyn copied and ſent to the gentleman, re- 
queſting he would retain them in his poſſeſ- 
fon until further notice. This buſineſs being 
diſpatched, he took leave of the ladies with 


equal reluctance on all ſides, for that night 


and the following day, promiſing to wait on 


them and devote himſelf to their ſervice on ; 


— for the enſuing week. 


e dice der ated is - 


the moſt affectionate endeavours to comfort 

their mother; ſhe ſought to moderate her af- 

ffliction and comply with their wiſhes, that the - 
grief and terror of their minds might receive 

no aggrayation from her, but ſhe had ſuſtain- 
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ed a ſhock never to be forgotten, the ſtronger 
her reaſon grew the more acute was her diſ- 
treſs, and from that hour, though ſhe was in 
ſome degree reſtored to comparative health, 
and after a certain time to an aſſumed cheer- 
fulneſs, her ſpirits never more returned, ſhe 
might be ſaid to endure life, but never to en- 
joy it. Alas! ſhe knew not the evils ſhe was 
pet to experience, and how weak and mis- 
taken ſhort-ſighted mortals are, when they 
ſuppoſe their miſeries are at the height, and 
that they can bear no more * 


CHAP. x 


HEN Mr. Evelyn returned to them 
e on Monday, he had the pleaſure of 
: ſeeing Mrs. Woodville capable of being for a 
2 few hours. taken from her bed, though ex- 


Ceed 
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ceeding weak and languid; and the young 
ladies with that compoſed melancholy which 
feeling minds, governed by ſenſe and religion, 


with a reſignation to the will of Providence, 


might be ſuppoſed to feel. He took upon 
himſelf the care of the funeral, and as Mrs. 


Woodville had the ſole charge of her children, 
and their fortunes, he had no one to conſult 
out of the family. 


When this melancholy duty was paid, and 


the houſe reſtored to tranquillity, he began to 


feel very painful ideas, from the apprehenſion, 


that they would poſſibly ſoon quit that coun- 
try where every moment recalled horrid ſcenes 
to their remembrance : Hitherto he had ſub- 
'mitred patiently to his degraded andmortifying 


ſituation, but Julia, young as ſhe was, had in- 


ſpired him with other ſentiments ; he ſaw him 
 ſfelfcutoff from all hopes of beinga candidate 
for her favor; ſhe had a right to look forward 
to a brilliant eſtabliſhment, he a poor country 
curate, without pretenſions to fortune or 
friends, it was preſumption, it was madneſs 
for him to induige ſentiments of tenderneſs 


for 


"ELLEN AND JULIA. 145 
for an object that was, in every point of view, 
ſo infinitely ſuperior to his humble merit. 
What then thought he, ought Ito do? Muſt 
I give up the delightful ſatisfaction of ſeeing, 
of ſerving this charming girl, and her family, 
or ſhall 1, by perſevering in my attentions, fix 
an arrow 1n my heart that muſt embitter my 

future days? Alas! till this moment Inever 
conſidered the extent of my misfortunes, nor 
the . ee which rank and affluence niight 
quence to myſelf, * tis my tint Par with 


my inclination to render myſelf ufeful to Mrs, 
Woodville, 5 e een, 


Whilſt theſe conflicts were paſtiag it in the 
mind of this worthy young man, the ſiſters 


were not unmindful of him. Ellen, fre om the 


hour ſhe firſt ſaw him, felt a ſtrong bias in 
his favor, which every day had ſtrengthened, 
nor can it be wondered at, when we conſider 
he was the only man, out- of ber own family, 
the had ever Teen; the carefully | obſeryed. 
every look and action, and very foon Was | 


ſenſible of his preference towards her ſiſtel. 


vor. „ * | Never | 


746 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


| Never particularly fond of Julia, ſhe now be- 
gan to hate her, to view her with envy and 
diſlike—from whence, cried ſhe, can this par- 
| tiality to her ariſe, ſhe is not near ſo handſome 
a myſelf, and much inferior. in her under- 
ſtanding, a meer infipid ſentimental child, fit 
only to daudle about her mother; ſurely 1 
muſt be miſtaken, ” 'tis impoſſible he can think 
of her otherwiſe than as a wonderful affection- 
ate daughter, becauſe ſhe has the art of ſooth- 
Ing and pleaſing my mother—T am reſolved, 
however, added ſhe, to watch them bath, and 
endeavour to gain his affections if I can, for | 
in all the books I have read there has been 5 


ſome artful girl to occaſion difficulties, or f 


N there would be no ſuch entertaining adven- 
tures, no diſtreſſes that at length produce ſuch 
delightful events, and bring the heroines to 
| ea e. ES 


Far different were he ſentiments of Julia; 3 


| 15 admired, ſhe eſteemed Mr. Evelyn, ſhe | 


was grateful for his kindneſs to her family, ne 
| beheld him with the innocent affection of a 
 fiſter, nor did her young heart entertain one 
Hoygh - 
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thought of love or preference, ſhe wiſhed in- 


deed he could have a ſituation more correſ- 
pondent to his merits, but ſhe had heard from 
her mother, and the memoir of Mrs. Dan- 
vers corroborated the relation, that the world 

abounded with wicked vicious perſons, that 


temptations aſſailed every man, and that it 


required a ſtrong judgment, and much forti- 


tude, with a good heart, to withſtand perni- 


cious precepts and worſe examples. If, 
thought ſhe, he is good, happy in himſelf and 
contented with his humble ſituation, it might 
be doing him an injury to wiſh him otherwiſe 
than he is; I will try to learn if he has that 
content, or if pecuniary favors can be any ways 
conveyed to him without wounding his de- 
licacy. 


| 10 purſuance of this | intention, the very firſt 
opportunity that offered, when herſelf and 
= fiſter only were preſent with him, after ſome 
| little heſitation ſhe aſked, if he had always 
= reſided in that country. No, madam, he re- 
plied with a deep ſigh, tis not quite five years 
kince I came into it. Does any part of your 
„„ og . 
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family or relations live here, ſaid Ellen. 1 


have no family, no relations, but one dear 


parent, who reſides far from hence, though in 


a ſituation unworthy her merits. Pardon me, 
Sir, faid Julia, and if 1 am impertinently cu- 


rious pray repreſs my preſumption, but think 
the ſituation of her ſon does not accord with 
his inclinations, nor with that philanthropy 


which it appears to me would rather court 
than ſhun ſociety. Indeed, Madam, replied | 
Mr. Evelyn, I have but few obligations to 


ſociety, yet I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf, if, from 
- ſelfiſh motives, I omitted, in any one inſtance, 


the duty every individual owes to thoſe who 
want his ſervices. O, cried Ellen, with much 
vivacity, you have then experienced diſap- 
pointments, dear Mr. Evelyn tell us your 
ſtory, I am ſure it will entertain us, and con- 
vince Julia, that there is more reality than ſhe 
chuſes to allow in the diſmal ſtories we read 


in books. Fye, ſiſter, exclaimed Julia, if, as 
you ſuppoſe, Mr. Evelyn ſhould have met 


with any diſagreeable occurrences, muſt they 


not be painful for him to relate, and can we 
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be entertained with the relation? 'Tis true, 


Madam, replied he, J have met with unplea- 


ſant but no uncommon events, and my ſtory, 
which Miſs Woodville is deſirous of knowing, 
is ſimply this — My father was a clergyman 


and poſſeſſed a good living, my mother is one 


of the beſt of women, I was an only and con- 
ſequently a much loved child. I was brought 
up to the church, and promiſed a very con- 


ſiderable living by a nobleman, on which 


promiſe my father depended, and conſequently . 


ſought no other intereſt on me; he died ſoon 
after I was in orders, aud, from the natural 


448. „ 


goodneſs of heart that taught him to befriend 
his fellow creatures, he left but very little 
behind him, ſcarcely ſufficient to provide for 
the frugal wants of my mother. I applied 
to the nobleman whom J had been taught to 
conſider as my patron and friend, I met a diſ- 
appointment — Without friends, intereſt, or 
money, I was compelled to ſolicit a curacy, 
and moſt fortunately had an appointment in 


this pariſh, This ladies, added he, affecting 5 
2 ſmile, 1 18 mp eventful hiſtory, which, in all 
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probability will cloſe here. O, no, cried 


Ellen, that is impoſſible, depend upon it you 


will yet be the hero of ſome beautiful novel, 
or delightful romance. 


A ſummons to Mrs. Woodville's apart- 


ment prevented further converſation, than 


Julia flightly enquiring where Mrs. Evelyn 


reſided, and was informed at Chicheſter. 


When they attended Mrs. Woodville, ſhe - 
had an open letter in her hand, and another 
On the table before her, 7 
my Lord A—, faid ſhe, and here is alſo an 


age of one for you, Ellen. Whilſt Miſs 


 Woddville eagerly examined the contents of 
ber s, her mother added, his Lordſhip writes 
Vith the utmoſt kindneſs and attention to our 
| Intereſts; as we never had much intercourſe 
after we left London, I did not expect this 
civility from him; but there is a requeſt that 
gives me much pain. O, my dear mother, 
[exclaimed Ellen, pray, pray comply with it, 
What an elegant letter! What a charming | 
man! My dear Julia, his Lordſhip deſires to 
9 meet 


have a letter from 
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meet us at Woodville-Hall, I long to go of 
all things, I hope you will comply, Madam. 


1 ſcarce know what I ought to do, anſwered 


ſhe, my own feelings muſt be ſacrificed to the 


intereſts of my children, and as we are not 
expected for this fortnight to come, if my 


ſtrength will permit me to undertake the 


journey, I believe it is proper I ſhould do it; 
yet, what painful, what dreadful recollections 


will follow! Tears flowed down her cheeks. 
Do not, my dear mother, faid Julia, think 
of this journey on our account, if productive 


of pain to yourſelf; what do we want of 
Lord A—? A protector, an introductor to 
the world, anſwered Ellen haſtily, we are not 


always to live here, you know, did not our —. 


Here ſhe ſtopt in ſome confuſion. Mrs. 
| Woodville turned full upon her how ſhould 
ſhe know we were not to live here, and whit 


was you going to ſay? The agitation both 


daughters appeared in ſurpriſed her, brought 
on ſeveral queſtions they could not evade, 
and ended in a confeſſion, that they had a 
lerer, which * from want of reſolution, 


He Bet they 
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they had delayed to communicate. In a 
trembling voice ſhe deſired it might be : 
brought to her, and when Ellen produced it 
requeſted to be alone. They obeyed reluc- 
tantly, apprehenſive of the effects upon her 
weak ſtate of health, and though they quitted 
the room, Julia placed herſelf at the door to 
be Ty if any aſſiſtance was GN. 


She bird: repeated heavy ſighs * hint : 
exclamations, and in about twenty minutes 
the bell rung: Haſtily entering the room ſhe 
ſaw her mother laying back in her chair the 
image of death; ſhe inſtantly forced down a 
Few drops of hartſhorn and water, and pre- 
vented her from fainting. | When a little re- 
covered, ſhe embraced her daughter — My 
dear Julia, what a letter! O what anguiſh 

as it planted here, putting her hand to her 

breaſt; but I will not afflièt you, retire, my 
child, a few hours hence I truſt I ſhall ſee you 
wich more [compoſure ; fearful of fainting I 
pulled the bell, I am now better, and ſhall lay 

down for an hour or two. Julia kiſſed her 

* aſſiſted her to me bed, and retired In - 
ſilence 
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flence, unable to ſpeak from the variety of 
emotions that almoſt overpowered her. 


When Julia entered the parlour her ſiſter 
was in cloſe converſation with Mr. Evelyn, 
who ſeemed to have the traces of ſorrow and. 
anxiety in his countenance ; riſing at her en- 
trance, he enquired after Mrs. Woodville — 
She could not command her tears My dear 
Madam, faid Evelyn, tears trembling in his 
eyes alſo, your too great ſenſibility will injure 
your health, do not fear your good mother's 
convaleſcence, when this one ſtroke, ſo long 
impending over her, and the concealment of 

which has coſt you ſo much pain, has ex- 

pended itſelf, her religion and good ſenſe will 
teach her reſignation, and an unrepining ac- 
quieſcence to the Divine Will. Heaven grant 
it may be ſo, anſwered Julia, with a ſigh, dry- | 

ing her tears and approaching her ſiſter, who 
_ expreſſing her wiſhes to the ſame purpoſe, put 


4 Lord As letter into her hand. It con- 


tained & very polite thanks for the favor of 
her communication, which he was ſorry could 
only be ohminent by giving pain to herſelf.; 

. 
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ſaid, he had written to requeſt the honor of 
meeting Mrs. Woodville and family at Wood- 
ville- Hall, as he ſhould himſelf be there within 
a fortnight, having written to the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor to be prepared for reſigning the | houſe 
by that time—every thing that friendſhip and 
attention could beſtow, independent of juſtice, 
Mrs. Woodville and her daughters might be 
aſſured of ROY from a friendly heart, 
anxious to ſerve them.“ 


* Well PR cried Ellen, I think our prof- 


pects now begin to brighten; a man of rank, | 
like Lord A—, for our friend, will introduce WE 


us to the firſt company, and I dare fay he will 
take us to London. O, what happineſs I 
promiſe to myſelf there! Happineſs! re- 
peated Julia, I fear it will be long firſt before 
memory will permit us to enjoy happineſs. 
Tis our duty to endeavour for it, Miſs, an- 
ſwered ſhe, with an air of ſcorn, particularly as | 


you poſſeſs © fortitude to carry you- through | | 
the evils of life, which leſs collected minds 


might fink under.” This reproach to her 


; ſenſibility, and the cruel alluſion to an 8 
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fon in her father's letter, hurt Julia extremely, 


but ſhe would not venture at a reply, and in 
the ſame moment Mr. Evelyn ſaid, I have 


received a letter from Mr. Fitzmaurice, he 


tells me he has permiſſion, without ſaying 
from whom that permiſion comes, to pro- 
miſe Sarah Mills the annuity Mrs; Danvers 


had requeſted, and alſo to confirm the gift of 


her cloaths and other effects; at the ſame 


time encloſing a bank note for twenty pounds, 


entreating my acceptance of it, and a diree- 


tion where Sarah is to draw for her money 
when due, which is ad the contents of the 
letter. 


This feaſonable information reſtored. har- 


mony between the ſiſters, and Miſs Wood- 


ville, with a more placid countenance faid, 


under the preſumption we ſhould ſoon leave 
khis place, Julia, I have been endeavouring to 
perſuade our friend, Mr. Evelyn, to accom- 
Pany us: To what purpole, alked FE other, 


with a look of ſurpriſe, or where to? Why, 


to Woodville-Hall, to be ſure, and who 
N knows but we 57 previ on Lord A— to 
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give him a better living. You are exceed- 


ingly good to me, Madam, cried he with ſome 


confuſion, but I dare not profit by it; and, 
although I ſhall ever think with bitter regret 


on the hour which ſeparates me from a fa- 
mily that honors me with ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
favor, I fear that hour will be the laſt happy 
one! ſhall ever know, and this ſpot will bound 
my wiſhes for ever. His laſt words were 
pronounced in a melancholy tone, that af. 
ſe cded Julia, and made even Miſs Woodville 
look grave. But in truth, that young lady's 
heart had undergone great changes within 


theſe laſt few hours — the proſpect of going 


to mix with a world ſhe had formed ſuch 
bright and flattering ideas of; the being re- 
lated to a man of rank, and introduced under 
his protection, were ſuch delightful circum- 
ſtances, as entirely got the better of all thoſe 
tender thoughts ſne had indulged towards 
Evelyn, and although ſhe would not have 
been ſorry to have ſeen him in her train, and. 
to have had him witneſs the ſplendour ſne 
1 N to meet at Woodville-Hall, where 


already 
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already a lively imagination had carried her, 
and pictured a thouſand beauties, yet ſhe felt 
very little comparative reluctance to give up 
his acquaintance, when contraſted with the 
expectations this letter of Lord A—'s had 
taught her to form. Julia, whoſe imagination 


was free from all tincture of romance, felt real 


pain from the idea of leaving a young man of 
ſo much worth in a ſolitary place, where ge- 


nius could not be cultivated, and merit maſt 
be buried in obſcurity: She cheriſhed the hint 
her ſiſter had dropped relative to Lord A—, 


and thought, if indeed he ſhould prove an 


amiable man, and a friend, ſhe might find an 


opportunity to recommend Mr. Evelyn. 


In a few days Mrs. Woodville recovered 
ſufficiently to write his Lordſhip, and accord- 


ing, with the wiſhes of her daughters, and 
the duty ſhe conceived owing to the future 
eſtabliſhment of her children, ſhe accepted his 
invitation, and promiſed to join him at the 
time appointed. Preparations were now began 


to be formed' for quitting Woodland- Caſtle, 


and * their houſhold. Mr. Wood- 
ville 
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ville had bought the eſtate, and much im- 


proved it; the furniture was antique but uſe- 


ful, yet to ſell would raiſe a very trifling ſum; 
there was a good deal of ſtock in the grounds, 


and a plentiful garden: After ſeveral conver- 


ſations between the mother and daughters, 


Mr. Evelyn was one evening called to the 
council table, and Mrs. Woodville thus ad- 


dreſſed hin. 


Sei before I ſaw Mr. Evelyn 1 4 a re- 


verence for his character, from the report of 


a domeſtic indeed, but theſe people are not 


often miſtaken, and generally ſpeak from the 
| heart. With us that character is confirmed, 


and we owe you a thouſand obligations. — 


Dear Madam, cried he, interrupting her, un- 


leſs you wiſh to drive me hence, do not re- 


peat the word, or cheriſh the idea. Well, 
Sir, anſwered ſhe, I will ſpare your delicacy 
in my preface, and now put your friendſhip 
to the teſt: This eſtate being part of my 
: daughters fortunes, we do not at preſent mean 
to diſpoſe of, we therefore requeſt the favor 


of you to 928 the —— and reſide here; 
our 
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our plan is this — Sarah Mills has enough to 


live very comfortably on, our old ſervant de- 
ſerves, at her time of life, to have the ſame 


indulgence, ſhe ſhall have an equal annuity ; 
they like this retired ſituation, Jet them take 
care of the parſonage for the rector. But, 
dear Madam, faid the aſtoniſhed Mr. Evelyn. 
Permit me, Sir, to go on, continued ſhe, this 
| caſtle is not ſo large as convenient, it is toler- 
ably ſtocked, Anthony knows how to manage 

it, he will be thankful if you will retain him 
in your ſervice; here you may accommodate 
Mrs. Evelyn, who will doubtleſs rejoice to 
be withyou: In fine, Sir, we entreat your ac- | 
ceptance of this houſe, the ſtock and produce 
of the eſtate, until Julia is of age, or you meet 
with a more eligible ſituation ; comply with 
our joint requeſts, my amiable friend, and 

| you will confer a more laſting obligation on 
us than words can expreſs. Giving a paper 
into his hand ſhe aroſe, and, followed by her 
daughters quitted the room, leaving Mr. 


Evelyn under the gener: en and aſto - 
niſnment. 


Opening 
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Opening the paper he found it a formal 
renounciation of the eſtate, its ſtock and ad- 
vantages, free from all incumbrances or loſſes 


ing accountable for any rents or monies paid 


him from the produce therefore; and the two 


ſervants' wages to be paid by Mrs. Wood- 


ville, as neceſſary to be kept on the eſtate. 


Never was conflict greater than poor Evelyn 


now ſuſtained. His pride, his love, (though 
he would not to himſelf allow the idea) re- 
volted againſt receiving ſuch. very conſider- 


able obligations ; he well knew the advan- 


tages from the cattle and grounds were above 
ſixty pounds a year, excluſive of his own li- 
ving; the acceptance of it, he thought, de- 


graded him in his own eyes, and muſt leſſen 
bis conſequence in theirs; yet, ſaid he, ſhould 


1 refuſe it from any other than the mother of 
Julia? Should I not rather rejoice, to offer 
my worthy parent ſuch. an aſylum, and fave a 
lutle for future comforts in her decline of life? 
Ah! what then but a falſe pride, a ſtill more 
3 blameable ſentiment that never can meet, never 
, 3 25 ought 
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onde to obtain encouragement, renders my 


mind repugnant to owe an obligation to Mrs. 


Woodville. Yes, Julia, yes, charming Julia, 


1 will prove myſelf unworthy of your love by 


living the object of your bounty; tis the 


moſt effectual curb to my preſumptuous 
wiſhes to feel myſelf a dependant, and know _ 


the impoſſibility of realizing flattering dreams 
that muſt ever prove illuſive, and 1 ane the 


ones I ſhall ever adore. 


In a pirit of bravery, or rather a ſit of de- 


ſpair, he wrote Mrs. Woodville a few lines, 
and accepted her generous offer, all but as to 

the payment of the ſervants wages; I muſt | 

either conſider them, ſaid he, as your ſervants 
or mine; if yours, I have no authority over 
them, and cannot expect to be obeyed, becauſe 
I ſhall conceive I have not a right of diſmiſ- 


fion ſhould they behave improperly: If they 
are mine, I muſt be allowed to pay; them and 


be their maſter; if they deſerve it they ſhall 


meet double encouragement, as your ſervants 
and mine alſo.” . Mrs. Woodville: and her 


daughters were delighted wich his acceptance 
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of this proof of their friendſhip, upon his 
own terms, and Julia having mentioned to 
her mother the contracted income of Mrs. 
Evelyn, two twenty pound notes were ſent, 
under a cover, with only theſe words, * A 
ſmall tribute to merit from the hand of friend- 
978 4 addreſſed to that lady at Chicheſter. 


Behold, my dens children, the real value of i 
riches and independence, ſaid Mrs. Wood- 
ville, when it gives the power of repaying 
benefits, and gratifying your own feelings, by 
affiſting thoſe, who poſſibly with more merit, 
yet leſs fortunate than yourſelves, ! ſuffer pe- 
| cuniary wants. O, my dear girls, cried e, 


wich much emotion, learn to eſtimate money =» 


: : ation 8 them, * their inability 


not as ſubſervient to the pride and vanity of 
ſelf love, but as ic affords the delightful gra- 
en of ae others happy. 3 4 


Tie ladies were now bubily 1 in | ö 
55 ee een for their departure; Sarah Mills 


nnd their old and faithful fervant, although 
they acknowledged the comforts of the ſitu- 
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to undertake ſo long a journey, yet from gra- 
titude and affection looked forward to the 
day of ſeparation with ſighs and tears that 
deeply affected Mrs. Woodville, but her con- 


ſideration for their age, as well as her own. 


convenience, obliged her to leave them be- 
hind, as ſhe thought, comfortably provided 


for, under the care of Mr. Evelyn. But no 
language can deſcribe his feelings, nor the 


difficulty he had to ſuppreſs his emotions 
from being too viſible, as the day grew near 


that was announced for their intended] journey. 
Very different were the ſenſations that agi- 
rated him and the family; parting from Julia 
was to him the ſeparation of ſoul and body, 
and, as he conceived, the laft day of his ex- 
iſtence, for life would henceforth be a blank. 
Mrs. Woodville,though oppreſſed by forrow, 


and every object around her reminding her 


of a diſmal event that wrung her heart and 
impaired her conſtitution, yet dreaded the 
idea of again returning to a world abounding 
with temptations, falſhood, and deceit, with 


objects ſo dear to her foul, and fo little pre- 


| Poe to encounter the evils that might fur 
round | 
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round them; ſhe therefore looked forward 
with a painful anxiety that leſſened the hor- 
ror of paſt ſeenes. | 


* iy ulia, naturally fond of retirement; could 

_ derive to herſelf but little pleaſure from the 
expectations of gay life; ſhe thought, within 
the boſom of her family, with ſuch a friend 
as Mr. Evelyn, and perhaps the addition of 
his mother's company, ſhe could have paſſed 
her time both pleaſantiy and uſefully, without 
a ſingle ſigh for enjoyments, ſhe had formed 


. but very indifferent ideas of to herſelf; yet, 


as ſelf gratification was ever the leaſt part f 
her conſideration, ſhe thought the removal of 
her mother from ſuch ſcenes as muſt conti- 
nually remind her of paſt afflictions, and the 
anxious deſire expreſſed by her ſiſter to ac- 
cept Lord A—'s invitation, were ſuch ſtrong 
inducements as required ſhe ſhould cheerfully 
ſubſcribe to them, and relinquiſh her Own 
1 wiſhes without 888 111671 E 


Vlg Waodville was TS the 8 per- 


bon ee by chis intended viſit. She pe- 
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ruſed again and again ſome of her favorite 


books, which informed her how much beau- 
tiful girls, with the advantages of novelty and 


proper introduction were entitled to expect 
admiration ; ſhe already anticipated conqueſts, 


adventures, duels, and many. other ſtrange 


and unnatural ' events, | ſuch as are too often 
recalled in thoſe dangerous publications, that 
| p6iſon the minds of young inexperienced 
girls, and embitter their future days. Poor 


Evelyn ſunk into inſignificance, in a compa- 
rative light, with her preſent views, and ſhe 


no longer envied Julia the preference of his 


attachment, on the contrary, would have re- 
joiced if ſhe could have been left behind, the 


odhect of his devoirs pena 


The day at length came, every eye was 
ſuffuſed with tears, every heart was oppreſſed 5 


with ſorrow at the hour of ſeparation, ex- 
. exulting Ellen's. Evelyn unable to 
ſpeak, kiſſed their hands in expreſſive ſilence, 
Julia preſſed his, and bid him adieu in a fal- 
tering voice, and a torrent of tears running 


down her cheeks; whilſt their old faithful 


ow 
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Jane and Sarah Mills lifted their hands to 


heaven, imploring bleſſings on their benefac- 

tres. Mrs. Woodville commended them to 
the care of Mr. Evelyn, and requeſted the 
favor of his correſpondence, a requeſt that 


gave him a momentary delight, even in that 
hour of forrow, when he ſaw himſelf _ torn 
from all his hopes and wiſhes. The ladies, 
with the young woman who had reſided with 


them ſome years at Woodland-Caſtle, and 
their ſervant Thomas, the only attendants 
they took with them, proceeded on their long 
and tedious journey, ſo much occupied by 
their different ſentiments that they held very 
little converſation but what the different 
places and roads they paſſed gave riſe to, for 
to Julia every thing was new, and Miſs 
| Woodville could recall but very few. traces 
of what ſhe had formerly e to her remem- 


5 brance. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Tur at Nag wichows: any 8 
arrived at Woodville Hall: the mag- 
nificence of its appearance ſurpriſed and 


pleaſed che young people, but their mother 
ſhrunk back involuntarily from its view for a 


few moments. Ah! thought ſhe, how dif- 


ferent are my ſenſations now from thoſe I felt 
when I at firſt alighted here, the declared 
miſtreſs of this charming place, with the loved 
object of all my wiſhes, and a reſpectable 


mother to whom I Was dear. 


Alas! I am 


now alone with the important charge of 


two dear objects, for whoſe future con- 


duct in life I feel myſelf reſponſible, and 


who are now about to enter into a troubleſome 


wood: The igh which aconmpanied. theſe 
reflections 
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reflections had ſcarce iſſued from her boſom, 
when the carriage drew up to the door and 


two of Lord A—'s ſervants i in rich liverics 
attended to offer their ſervices. 


. They were no ſooner alighted and mewn 


into a parlour, than his Lordſhip haſtily en- 


tered to welcome them: He advanced to 
Mrs. Woodville, who was almoſt fainting, 


"hom the violence of her emotions, and thank- 


ed her in the warmeſt terms for the honor ſhe | 
confered on him; then, turning to the young 


ladies, he was almoſt ſtruck dumb with ſur- 


piiſe at ſeeing two ſuch beautiful girls, dreſt i in | 
the plaineſt ſtyle, and i in the deepeſt mourn- || 
oe ing, made in a very uncommon manner, for =_ 

Mrs. Woodville had always accuſtomed them 

to make every thing for themſelves, and they 


being left to their own fancy, dreſſed in a 


whimſical though becoming ſtyle, without 
knowing any thing of the faſhion of the times; 
His Lordſhip recovering himſelf,” paid his 
compliments to them with that faſcinating 
politeneſs men of the world know how to'af- 
5 forte, adn the ladies to the drawing 
£14136 2.3 38) 8 room, 
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room, where, with a warmth that appeared 
to proceed from an affectionate good heart, 
he requeſted Mrs. Woodville to conſider her- 


ſelf as miſtreſs of that houſe and himſelf as her 
viſitor. 


Mr. Selwyn, the RT DEAE who had onde : 
the eſtate, was then introduced, being ſtill a 
reſident in the houſe, at Lord A— s requeſt, 
until every thing ſhould be ſettled with Mrs, 
Woodville, and as neither of them knew 
more of the melancholy cataſtrophe that had 
taken place than merely the death of Mr, 
Woodville in a natural way, they ſuppoſed 
the very profound dejection viſible in the mo- 
ther and youngeſt daughter, was naturally 
augmented by the loſs of ſo conſiderable an 


eſttate; both gentlemen, therefore, exerted 


5 their utmoſt efforts to diſpel their ſorrow, and 
Mr. Selwyn, on Lord A—'s leaving the room, ” 
ſpoke highly of his generoſity and noble in- 
tentions. He viewed the young ladies with 
marks of ſtrong admiration, but Miſs Wood- 

ville was delighted to perceive the eyes of 
both gentlemen dyelt longeſt on her, and, 

vox. 1. F with 
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with thoſe who admired exterior charms only, 
it was impoſſihle it ſhould be otherwiſe, for 
ſhe really was a ſtriking figure, and to all ap- 
pearance a charming young woman. Julia, 
' whoſe mind was clouded with ſorrow at the 
apparent diſtreſs her mother ſtruggled with, 
and whoſe beauties were not of the obtruſive 
kind, though extremely intereſting, they be- 
held as a lovely young girl that gave promiſe 
of more charrhs hereafter. 


As the ladies arrived before dinner, when 
they were conducted to the dining room, ſur- 


priſe and admiration ſtruck the younger ones 


at the ſuperb entertainment provided, the 
quantity of plate, the number of diſhes, the 
ſervants, and, in ſhort, the whole appendage, 
was all wonderful, and conſequently delight- 
ful to them; nor did the gentlemen eſcape 3 
their 1 notice. 


Lond Am was at this time near two and 

for ty, but a good perſon, an air of faſhion, 

rich clcaths, and all the other advantages of 

| the toilet, might make him, even in the eyes | 
e A 1. 
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of the diſcerning, very well paſs for at leaſt 
ten years younger; his manners and addreſs 
were polite and affectionate, he behaved with a 

reſpect that conciliated the hearts of his com- 
pany towards him, and engaged their higheſt 
eſteem. Mr. Selwyn was alſo turned of forty, 
but being always attached to the country, and 
reſiding there at leaſt nine months out of 
twelve, he neglected the arts of faſhionable 
dreſs, and though perfectly genteel in his ap- 
pearance, and manners was ſuppoſed to be 
full as old as in reality he was, and which he 
ſought no methods to diſguiſe; Lord A 
had therefore all the advantages on his ſide; 
in the eyes of Miſs Woodville he was little 
leſs than a divinity; the ſplendour which ſur- 
: rounded her realized all her viſions, and ſhe 
fancied ſhe was indeed in a fairy palace, of 
which he was the ſovereign, and would ſoon 5 
be at her feet, as the princeſs he adored : — 
Delighted with her ideas ſhe became animated 
5 and talkative, and having a large ſhare of 
animal ſpirits, with a good flow of words, ſhe 
entirely engroſſed the admiration of the gen- 
1 . . Yemen, | 
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tlemen, who payed her ſuch particular atten- 


tion and ſuch an abundance of compliments, 

as threw her into an ecſtacy of delight, at the 
ſame time her too great vivacity very much 
diſpleaſed her mother, who ſeveral times 
ſtrove, though vainly, to repreſs her volu- 


_ bility. 5 A 


Julia was equally g oratified by the fine things 
ſhe ſaw, and the kindneſs which they experi- 
enced from Lord A—, but being thrown in 
the back ground by her ſiſter, and the natural 
wodeliy and timidity of her diſpoſition, ſhe 
contented herſelf with expreſſing her ſilent 
approbation, and with anſwers of attentive 


;  Politeneſs whenever ſhe was addreſſed. 


In the evening of this memorable day Mr. 
Selwyn being out of the room, Lord A 
aroſe from his chair, and approaching Mrs. 
Woodville, I muſt beg leave, ſaid he, to re- 
peat what J ſaid this voy, that in this houſe 
you are miſtreſs : Mr. Selwyn informs me, 

the eſlate round the Hall which he rented, is 


about eight hundred a year, excluſive of what 
„ 
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is rented by farmers : The hall, and the part 
Mr. Selwyn had, I here ſolemnly reſtore to 
you and theſe young ladies jointly, and ſhall 
prepare a deed accordingly, to ratify my in- 
tention ; you have a jointure of the ſame va- 
Ive on the Hampſhire eſtate, the income of 
both may enable you to live decently, on leſs 
it is impoſſible: As a relation, you have a 

claim on me, independent of being heir to 
eſtates I never wiſhed to poſieſs. But, my 
Lord, interrupted the aſtoniſhed Mrs. Wood- 
ville, you are perhaps unacquainted with our 
affairs, economy has enabled us to give my 
daughters fix thouſand each, added to which, 
at my death, they divide eight thouſand more, 
: conſequently my jointure is ſufficient for all 
our wants. Pardon me, Madam, you may 
think ſo, but I do not; I am already poſſeſſed 
of near twenty thouſand a year, by what has 
lately fallen in to me I have ſeven thouſand 
more, I want it not, yet unfortunately have 
not the power to give it back, but this houſe, 
and the trifling eſtate round it, I can and will _ 
make over to Try and your ITY for : 
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774  _ FLLEEN AND JULFAs 
your joint lives, and though I cannot give 
away the eſtates, the income of them is in my 
_ own diſpoſal, and the Miſs Woodvilles will, I 
hope, look upon me as their ſteward, to ſup- 
ply every wiſh they can form; henceforth 
Madam, added he, as he quitted the room, 
you will have the goodneſs to direct the houſe- 
keeper and ſervants, they are yours, and wilt 
receive orders from none but you. Bowing 
to them and wiſhing them a good night, he 
quitted them, leaving every mouth open to 
expreſs their admiration and delight or ſuch 
noble behaviour. | | 
_ Mrs. Woodville, who from painful experi- 
ence had learnt to diſtruſt the profeſſions of 
mank ind, yet nevertheleſs, in this inſtance, 
could not but be ſenſible of extraordinary 
generoſity and kindneſs, at the lame time that 
ſhe wiſhed to avoid accepting obligations for 
which the ſaw no neceſſity. Ellen being 
quite enthuſiaſtic in her praiſes of his Lord- 
ſkip, his perſon, his air, a and his generoſity, 
were ſuch procfs of a ſuperior nobleneſs of 


mind, that ſhe warmly eee herſelf 
: for 
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for writing to him, and for perſuading her 
mother to accept his invitation. What a 
ſtoic you are, Julia, cried ſhe, I hate ſuch 
apathy and appearance of indifference to 
proſpects ſo delightful as ours. Indeed, my 
dear Ellen, you accuſe me unjuſtly, I feel as 
warmly as you can the kindneſs of Lord A— 
to my mother, I admire the nobleneſs of his 
| ſentiments, and the dignity of his perſon, but 
if I may be allowed to ſpeak freely, I think a 
generous mind ought not to accept all that 
an open liberal heart may confer, particularly 
circumſtanced as we are W hat are our wants? 
Have we not enough to live genteelly upon, 
and much more than we could either expect 
or hope for? Why then ſubmit to the weight 
of obligations that muſt always give pain to 
minds of ſenſibility? You ſpeak my ſenti- 
ments exactly, my dear child, ſaid Mrs. 
| Woodville; his Lordſhip's kindneſs gives 
me rea} concern; I wiſh to avoid diſpleaſing 
him, or to appear ungrateful, but at the ſame 
time I think we ſhould do wrong to accept | 
his offers: Believe me, my dear children, 


1 4 - happineſs : 
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happineſs does not conſiſt in ſplendour or 
riches, you have ſufficient to procure you a 
gertcel, though perhaps not a ſplendid eſta- 
bliſhment, and let me tell you, that the man 
who ſhould hereafter pay his addreſſes to 
either of you, and think your own fortunes 
_ inſufficient, will be unworthy of your ſmalleſt 
regard; let your virtues, your characters, re- 
commend you, and you may look for perma- 
nent happineſs, at leaſt as laſting as the in- 
certitude of all our enjoyments here can be. 


But, dear Madam, faid Ellen, it appears 
to me that his Lordſhip, ſo far from intend- 

ing to confer an obligation, conſiders his in- 
tentions as an act of juſtice, and the accept- 
ance of which will oblige him. I ſhould be 
ſorry, my dear child, replied Mrs. Woodville, 
il the falſhood, deceit, and duplicity I have 
experienced in life ſhould render me unjuſtly 
ſuſpicious; apparently my Lord A— can 
have no views but for our accommodation in 
the liberality of his offers, but mankind is too 
often deep, falſe, and deſigning, and ſome- 
times we allow ourſelves to be impoſed upon 
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by the tinſcl appearances of virtue and gene- 
roſity, when the motives, if known, are little 


entitled to our praiſe. Dear Madam, ſaid 


ſhe, interrupting her, what improper motives 
can Lord A— have? I hope none, anſwer- 
ed Mrs. Woodville, and far be it from me to 
leſſen or detract from the merit which appears 
due to his kindneſs; however, I ſhall conſider 
the matter with attention, before I give an 
aſſent or denial, and you may be aſſured, my 


dear Ellen, the real intereſts of my children 


ſhall be wy e N 


They both thanked her, but with ten 


hopes. Ellen flattered herſelf, that to ſecure a 
noble independance to her children muſt be for 
their real intereſts; whilſt Julia, ſatisfied with 

a handſome mediocrity of fortune, thought it 

would leſſen their conſequence if they were 
indebted, for an advancement of 1 it, to favor. 
and a ſenſe of Rn en | 


vours to amuſe and entertain each other, and 


during this time each made their reſpective 


4 8 obſervations 


Two or three days paſſed in mutual endea- | 


$4 
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obſervations and diſcoveries on the temper 
and — of one another. 


Lord A—, who was at firſt ſight ſtruck 
with the Us and figure of Mifs Wond- 


ville, ſtudied her character and from his per- 
fect knowledge of female deceptions, was ſoon 


convinced ſhe was bleſt with a ſtrong natural 


conception and underſtanding, but tinctured 


with a great deal of vanity, ſeif conſequence, 
and volatility ; unacquainted with the world, 


almoſt a ſtranger to mankind, he conceived 


the firſt who ſhould flatter and encourage 
_ thoſe propenſities in her diſpoſition, would 

ſcarcely fail of gaining her heart. Lord aA — 
was, in himſelf, one of thoſe mixed and unde 
cided characters common to be met with in 
life; he was naturally generous, humane, and 
liberal; he was no gambler nor ſpendthrift; 


he had a noble fortune, and lived within his 


income: When he heard of Mr. Woodville's : 


death, and previous to that underſtood he was 


5 comparatively poor, and had left a, widow 
with two daughters ſlenderly provided for „the 
h natural benevolence of his temper inclined 


" £090 
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him to give up a part of the additional for- 
tune fallen to him, for their accommodation, 

although tis probable he did not at firſt in- 
tend ſuch very liberal offers as the view of 
Ellen's perſon inſpired. In the general run 
of characters Lord A— might have paſſed for 
an unexceptionable man, but one dark ſhade 
obſcured and tarniſhed all his virtues—his 
paſſion was women; marriage he could not 
bear the idea of, he had ſeen ſo many un- 
happy pairs in that ſtate, and ſaw ſo much 
degeneracy in the manners of the ladies, that 
he abjured all thoughts of a connexion that 
only appeared to open a new field for diſſipa- 
tion and licenſciouſneſs in both ſexes. In his 
purſuit of women, therefore, he obſerved no 
meaſures, he looked upon them as fair game, 
and ſuppoſing no young woman could be 8 
norant of the reſpect due to herſelf, nor de- 
void of that modeſty and delicacy of manners, 
generally inherent in their diſpoſitions, when- 
ever he found a relaxation from thoſe princit- 
ples, the barrier was, in his opinion, broken, 
and he ſcrupled not, by every means in his 


16 power, 
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power, to take his advantages. Warm inhis 
paſſions, and not much accuſtomed. to en- 
counter difficulties, we have ſeen in. the in- 


ſtance of Mr. Evelyn's protogee, Kitty, that 


he would not give up a favorite point very 


eaſily ; his diſappointment there mortified and 
vexed him; he was ſenſible he had behaved 
improperly towards the Evelyn's, and left their 


houſe to avoid remonſtrances he knew was 
deſerved from the natural depravity of the 
human heart when..conſcious of being wrong, 


he deteſted the name of the family, and when 


he received young Evelyn s application, was 


i 2 of an e to throw them off for 


& 


More than once, however, after that, his 


heart ſmote him, he enquired after their ſitu- 
ation, and being told Evelyn had two livings 
inſtead of curacies, and his mother comfort- 


ably ſettled, he ceaſed reproaching or con- 


cerning himſelf any more about them. From 
this deſcription of character it is plain, if Lord 
A had his errors, he was not without his 
- virtues, and a propriety of conduct in the fe- 
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ELLEN AND JULIA. 181 
male world might have ſtamped him what 
they pleaſed, ſo paſſionately was he devoted 


to them, and ſo much did he reverence a truly 


virtuous character. 


No wonder then that the ſight of Miſs 


Woodville ſhould have an inſtantaneous effect 
upon a ſuſceptible heart, like his, and incline 
him to the moſt liberal offers. On a nearer 


inveſtigation he ſaw thoſe ſhades in her diſ- 
' poſition which leſſened his eſteem, though his 


_ admiration of her charms increaſed hourly. 


Very different was his opinion of Julia; ſhe 
was not ſtriking but intereſting, ſhe did not 
dazzle the eye, or miſlead the heart, by a 
brilliancy of complexion or a flow of wit, but 
ſhe was faſcinating, ſhe grew upon the eye, 


and on every examination appeared more 


lovely, modeſt, ſenſible, but unaſſuming ; ſhe 5 
created eſteem and commanded reſpect; Lord 


A- involuntarily paid her that homage, tho 
e by the 5 of her liſter, 8 


Mr. 18 was at firſt mils ſtruck with 
MIS Wade, but FRE milder charms ot 


her 
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her ſiſter inſenſibly gained upon his heart, and 
induced him to wiſh he had been a few years 
younger, that he might have formed ſome 
pretenſions to her favor; but as the great 
diſparity in age precluded his indulgence of 
tender ſentiments, he entertained a friendſhip 
and an eſteem for her which he ever invari- 
ably preſerved, through all the difficult ſcenes 
: of her lifſfe. 


Ellen was ſo highly gratified by the atten- 
tion and warm encomiums of Lord A—, that 
| ſhe preſerved no meaſures of decorum, and 
too evidently diſcovered the ſatisfaction ſhe 
felt, and her partiality in his favor. Mrs, 
| Woodville, alarmed by her obſervations, 
thought it highly neceflary to be ſpeedily de- 
ciſive in her reſolutions, and therefore one Y 
morning, about a week after their arrival, ſhe 
requeſted the favor of an hour's private con- 
verſation wich Lond. Am, ul ray rs; 


; = 3 has with much reſpect to 


the library, he waited her commands wit 


4 ſome umiety, which the very ſerious caſt of 
her 
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her countenance gave riſe to. My Lord, 
ſaid Mrs. Woodville, after ſome hefitation, I 
hope you do me the juſtice to believe, no one 

can be more truly ſenſible of your unexam- 


pled generoſity and liberality than Iam ; but 


I ſhould be extremely unworthy of your 


eſteem if I accepted ſuch proofs of it as muſt 


leſſen me in my own eyes, and lay my chil- 
dren under obligation, that to feeling minds 


would ever be painful. Gocd God! Madam, 


cried his Lordſhip, interrupting her, you do 


me the higheſt injuſtice in a miſconception of 
my intentions; my fortune is already beyond 
my wants; I cannot conceive, whatever the 
law allows me, that I have any right to Mr. 
| Woodville's, whilſt his widow and children are 
alive, yet, to avoid offending your delicacy, . 
I was willing to enter into an unjuſt compro- 
- miſe, and by reſigning a meer trifle to the 


young ladies, retain the far greater part to 


mylelf. My Lord, aniwered ſhe, I have the 
warmeſt ſenſe of your kindneſs, and do juſtice 


to your motives, but, you will conſider, my 


children have been brought up in the plaineſt 5 
. manner, | 


9 8. 
88 | 
, 
= * q > 
PR : 
. * * 
\ . 
Io 
* , 
* v. 


r ee e r . 
w_— « 


On. 
vs" <0 We +4 ** 8 4 


*., 
_ 
of 


2 


3 


„ ELLEN AND JULIA. 
manner, without the ſmalleſt expectations of 
any fortune, conſequently the ample one they 
will poſſeſs, in their own right, is ſplendor to 
them, and indeed - ſufficient for any woman 
whoſe views are not romantic. You muſt 
therefore pardon me, my Lord, if I abſolutely 
decline profiting by your intended liberality, 
though, what I live, your generoſity will ever 
have a firſt place in my remembrance. You 
will not then, Madam, condeſcend to remain 
at Woodville-Hall, ſaid he, with a diſturbed 
air. I can venture to appeal to your Lord. 
ſhip's judgment, if, after my declaration, I 
ought to do fo for any time. I hope, Madam, 
| replied he, encouraged a little by her laſt | 
words, you will not haſtily remove; at this 
ſeaſon a month or ſix weeks in the country 
will be perfectly agreeable; you will have 
time to conſult on your future reſidence, and 
unleſs I am fo unhappy as to have given you 
offence, I may flatter myſelf, as a relation and 
friend, you will permit me to be of ſervice to 
Jou. 35 
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I thank you moſt cordially, my Lord, for 
your kind offers, which 1 accept with plea- 
ſure, and can form no objection to your po- 
lite invitation of reſting a month here, unleſs | 
any plan ſhould occur for fixing ſuddenly 
in an eligible ſituation, which I think is not 
very probable, and on every ſuch occurrence 
I ſhall conceive it my ny to conſult your 
N 
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They now parted, with more contentment 
on the ſide of Mrs. Woodville than of Lord 
A=; ſhe rejoiced to get over a difficulty that 
had the appearance of ingratitude, and re- 
ſolved not to ſtay beyond the month, nor ſo 
long, if a ſituation could be met with agree- 
able to her wiſhes, as ſhe abſoJutely excepted 

- againſt going to London. His Lordſhip, on 
the other hand, was planing a thouſand ſchemes _ 
to keep them there until he could be aſſured 
of Miſs Woodville's partiality for him, and 
then he hoped, with her aſſiſtance, to poem 
on her mother to viſit town. | 


* 
- a * „ 
- 8 
2 3 N A 
4 -+# Sx 3 
* 8 * 
% 


4 


— e e MT oe * ; ads = F . Ig n K 


a _—  — n ber 


F 0 K ag 4 
gay 5 — . 4 „ 


186 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


Mean time Mrs. Woodville was commu- 
nicating to her daughters the preceding con- 


verſation ; to her infinite ſurpriſe Ellen ex- 


preſſed her diſcontent in terms of ſuch vex- 
ation and diſreſpect, as greatly alarmed her. 
«I am ſorry, my dear Ellen, you expreſs ſo 


much diſſatisfaction, it is my ſole with to act 


in every reſpect as I think moſt conducive 
to my children's happineſs : Previous to the 


invitation we received from Lord A—, you 
felt yourſelf delighted and contented with 
your own fortune, ſo much ſuperior to any 


thing you could expect, and more than ſuffi- 


_ cient, believe me, my love, to ſupply you 
with the neceſſaries of life, in an elegant ſtyle, 
with economy, and for ſuperfluities, to which 
you have never been accuſtomed, I hope my 
children will never ſigh, or wiſh to contract 
obligations for favors they cannot want.” I. 
| ſee no obligations in the caſe, ſaid Miſs 
_ Woodville ſullenly, my Lord's offers were 
never intended as ſuch, and I dare ſay he is 
_ exceedingly offended at your refuſal of them 3 
for, tough we e have not been accuſtomed” . 
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ELLEN AND JULIA, 137 
to live ſplendidly, tis plain we were born to 
do ſo, and if you, Madam, had not lived in 
that ſtyle, your children need not, perhaps, 
want to receive favors from thoſe who now 
enjoy our property. 


Fye, Ellen, cried Julia, much agitated ; you 
know not what you ſay. Her mother burſt 
into tears. Too much have you faid, in- 
deed Ellen, replied ſhe, for my peace; re- 
proach from a child is, of all things, the moſt 

inſupportable to a parent ; but I ſhall perſiſt 
in my reſolution to preſerve both my and 
your independance whilſt I can; one day you 
may know the value of it, and then you will 
feel how much you are indebted to me, and 
| how very little I merit your unkind beha- 


viour. She quitted the room overwhelmed 


with her agitations. 


Jolie taking her ſiſter's hand, my dear 
Ellen, ſaid ſne, follow my mother, entreat 
her pardon for your petulance and ill humour, 
I know you reproach yourſelf already, pray 
follow her and reſtore her mind to peace, 

. Indeed 
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Indeed I ſhall do no ſuch thing, tet ſhe, 
I ͤdidn'c mean to affront her, but 'tis very _ 
provoking, that by her fooliſh ſcruples we 
ſhould be deprived of my Lord's favors, and 
ſuch a conſiderable addition to our income. 
You are not in a humour now to hear reaſon, 
ſiſter, replied Julia, and therefore I ſhall not 
argue the point; when you have coolly re- 
flected on what, has paſt, I hope you will be 
perfectly ſatisfied with our mother's proceed- 
ings. Miſs Woodville left the room without 
a reply, and trolled into the garden, where, 
in a few moments, ſhe was joined by Lord A, 
as little pleaſed as herſelf. After the com- 
mon ſalutations, his Lordſhip aſked her, in a 
very tender voice, if he had been ſo unhappy 
to offend her alſo, as well as her mother, 
No, indeed, my Lord, ſhe replied, you have 
not offended me, and I am exceedingly hurt 
that my mother ſhould be ſo little ſenſible of 
your obliging offers to us. Overjoyed to 
find her in this opinion, he began, in very 
warm terms, to expreſs his admiration, and 
lament the neceſſity of a ſeparation, which 


rr * 
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: wut give him eternal diſquietude; in ſhort, 


he diſcovered the moſt paſſionate fondneſs 
for her, and declared, fortune could have no 
charms for him unleſs ſhe ſhared! it with him. 


It would be difficult to deſcribe the emo- 


tions of Miſs Woodville ; ſurpriſe, joy, and 
every paſſion ſimilar to the delight ſhe felt, 
was expreſſed in her countenance: After ſome 
heſitation ſhe very freely acknowledged how 


much ſhe was obliged by his partiality, and 
declared it ſhould not be her tault if her mo- 
ther was not perſuaded to alter her deter- 


| mination. In conſequence of this, a very un- 
| reſerved converſation took place, and an 


agreement to meet every morning ir in che gar- 
| den or Sur. | 


When they ſeparated, the young lady re- 
turned to the houſe, ſo pleaſed and elated 
with the preceding converſation, and the 
triumph ſhe had gained over her ſiſter, that 
when ſhe entered her mother's drefſing room, 
where they were ſitting at work, joy and ſa- 
tisfaCtion ſhone 1 in every feature ; unſuſpecting 
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of any particular occurrence, Mrs. Wood- 
ville believed what ſhe wiſhed, and thought 
Ellen perfectly reconciled to her plan, in 


| Which belief ſhe was confirmed, when her 
daughter advancing, ſaid, will you forgive me, 
dear Madam, for being ſo rude to you this 
morning? As you are ſenſible you was 


wrong, my dear child, I ſhall ceafe to remem- 
ber it, only do me juſtice in my intentions, 


which will invariably be for your welfare, 
Nothing more was ſaid. 


Miſs Woodville took the firſt opportunity 


| toretire and indulge her tranſports : She was 
now, in her own opinion, the heroine of a 
| novel—a man of rank and fortune was her 


lover, her mother was inimical to her wiſhes, 
ſhe had a pert ſentimental Miſs of a ſiſter, 


Who read her lectures, ſhe was engaged in a 
delightful intimacy with Lord A—, which 
the ſhould keep a ſecret from them until A -- 

| ſplendour; then followed a train of charming 
adventures, going to maſquerades, balls, and 
plays; a toaſt vey” _— all the beaus fol- 


lowing ; 
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lowing and admiring her, whilſt poor Julia, 
thought ſhe exultingly, will pine with envy, 

and think herſelf well off to get that. bum 
drum fellow, Evelyn, and be a country par- 
ſon's wife. 


With theſe romantic chimeras ſhe repaired 


to her toilet, and took uncommon pains with 
her dreſs, and being in harmony with herſelf 


fo much ſpirit and good humour predomi- 


nated over her features, that ſhe really looked 
extremely beautiful when they met at the 
dinner hour. Lord A— ſcarcely for a mo- 


ment took his eyes from her; Selwyn con- 
feſſed he thought her very charming, and her 
5 good natured filtcr miſtaking her care in 
dreſs and complacency of manners as a com- 
pliment to her mother, that ſhe might prove 
her acquieſcence to her will, beheld her with 


pleaſure and affection. 


Miss Woodvi le, ho. wever, not yet an adept 
in the art of difzuiling her feelings altoge- 


ther, tbrew ſuch e now and then at Lord 


* Bm, as caught the attention of Mr. Selwyn, 


who 
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who being no novice in ſuch affairs, ſoon 
perceived there was a greater degree of inti- 


macy between them than was generally un- 


derſtood by the family; in conſequence of this 
obſervation he reſolved to look ſharply after 


them, for he knew my Lord's fondneſs for 


women, and ſaw rather too much levity in 
the young lady, which he judged proceeded 


more from her ignorance of the world than a 


bad heart. TWO or three days paſſed on 
very pleaſantly on all ſides, when one day 
as they were all aſſembled in the drawing 
room, a ſervant delivered a letter to Mrs. 


Woodville, ſhe looked at the poſt mark and 


ſuperſcription; from our worthy friend, Eve- 
lyn, ſaid ſhe, and riſing withdrew to the win- 
dow to examine the contents, 


The moment ſhe mentioned Evelyn Lord 


. ſtarted, Julia, who was ſeated oppoſite 55 


to him, obſerved his emotion, and inſtantly 
recollecting a ſimilar ſurpriſe at Woodland 


Caſtle in Evelyn, when his Lordſhip was 
named, ſhe thought it odd, but for the pre- 
Lk ſent ſhe e her curioſity, and earneſtly 


enquired | 


— 
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- enquired after their friend. He is well and 

happy, anſwered Mrs. Woodville, for his 
mother is with him; good young man, with 


_ what reſpect and affection he dwells on her 


praiſes : 2 * ſtrongeſt proof to me of a good 


heart is filial affection; but indeed de 4: | 


| worthy creature. He is indeed, replied Julia, 


tis hard that merit and talents like his ſhould 
be ſo e e for. 1 


- Skaderty, epeared Lakd PIR recovering 


| from his firſt emotion, pray what is your Mr. 


Evelyn? I knew a family of that name in 
Hampſhire. O, cried Ellen, 'tis the very 
ſame, J recollect his ſaying he had a flight 


knowledge of your Lordſhip. Indeed, re- 85 


plied Lord A—, is he a clergyman? Tes, 
anſwered ſhe, a poor Cumberland Curate, 


that ſerves two churches, ſixteen miles diſ- 


tant from each other, at five and forty 


pounds a year, I have been very much miſ- 


informed then, ſaid his Lordſhip, I underſtood 

he had two good livings; but pray did he 
talk of me? No, my Lord, replied Julia, 

your name was accidentally mentioned before 5 


vol. . K 2 
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him, as heir to Woodville Ha! |, and he ſaid 
he had once ſlightly known you, and adviſed 
my ſiſter to write to your Lordſhip, which I 
_—_— was the only time he named you at 
Aye, added Ellen, I recolle& how he 
” * when Lord A—'s name was repeated 
as heir to the eſtate ; I believe he's a good 
young man enough, but to be ſure tis a hor- 
rid place where he is buried. Ves, ſaid Mrs. 
Woodville, with a ſigh, at the recollection of 
paſt ſcenes, the country is dreary and deſo- 
late enough, would to God I had any intereſt to 
procure him a better ſituation. What intereſt 
I can boaſt of, Madam, ſaid his Lordſhip, is at 
your ſervice, independent of the pleaſure! 
| ſhould feel in ſerving a young man whoſe fa- 
mily I-was well acquainted with. O, my 
dear Lord A— ., cried Julia, in a livelier tone 
than uſual, tis the very thing I wiſhed to atk 
of you, to ſerve poor Evelyn: But, dear 
Madam, what does he ſay of our old friends? 
Sarah Milis, anſwered ſhe, is in a very poor 
| ſtate of health, ſhe has drooped ever ſince 
our EPA,” and daily wiſhes to J her 
Lear 
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dear Miſtreſs in heaven; the others are very 


well. 


The converſation here took a different 


turn, Lord A— was pleaſed with the diſere- 


tion of Evelyn, and having long ſince ceaſed 
to feel any diſlike to the Gunily; he reſolved, 
as a compliment to Mrs. Woodville, to ex- 


ert all his intereſt to procure him a good 


living. 


In the evening of the ſame day Mr. Selwyn 
accidentally mentioned the beauties of Devon- 
ſhire, as affording a greater variety of charm- 
ing views than any other County in England. 
1 have often heard ſo, ſaid Mrs. Woodville, 
methinks I ſhould like to go there, I wiſh 


bug a pleaſant and a lively ſituation to reſide 
What, my dear Madam, cried Lord A 


3 two hundred miles from the capital? 
What have we to do with the capital, an- 
ſwered ſhe, ſmiling; I intend my girls for 
5 good wives, not fine ladies, and I well know 
in London they have little chance of a 


| handſome eſtabliſhment, ſuch as their merit 
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8 ELLEN AND JULIA. 
and moderate fortunes may procure for them 
in the country. And ſhould you, my ſweet 
couſin, ſaid Lord A—, addreſſing Ellen, 
ſhould you like to be the wife of a country 
'ſquire? O, horrid ! cried ſhe, not I, indeed, 
J will never ſettle in the- county, I am ſick. 
enough of ſuch ſcenes, and if my mother will 
not reſide here, the only tolerable place [ have 
ſeen, I hope ſhe will take us to London, | 
where we may ſee a little of the world. 


Mrs. Woodville was about to reply when 
a ſervant entered, and told his Lordſhip, that 
Lord Meanwell, with Sir Thomas and Lady 
Booty, were at the gate, having had their car- 
riage broken down, about two miles off, and 
not to be repaired that night, on enquiring 
for the neareſt accommodation they had been 
directed ro Woodville-Hall. Without giv- 
ing the ſervant time to finiſh his ſtory, Lord 
A, well acquainted with Lord Meanwell, 
flew out to receive his gueſts, who were agree- 


-ably ſurpriſed at finding him the maſter of 


the manſion. His Lordſhip ſoon returned 
and introduced them to his friends: If Lord 
| Meanwell | 
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Meanwell was charmed with the ſight of two 


ſuch lovely girls, Lady Booty, quite a young 
and faſhionable Lady of the ton, was aſto- 
niſhed at the ſtrange appearance they made 
in their own fancy dreſſes; her firſt emotion 


was to laugh aloud, but, correcting herſelf, 


from the reſpectability of Mis. Woodville's 


air, and the modeſt elegance of the young 


ledies, ſhe received their compliments with 


much politeneſs, and congratulated herfelt 


that an accident which at firſt wore ſuch a 


horrid complexion, had procured for her ſo 
much unexpected pleaſure, and ſuch delight- 
ful company: With great volubility ſhe gave 
an account of their rambles for. a week paſt, 
deſcribed ſome perſons they had met with in 
the moſt ludicrous terms, ahd ſo much en- 
groſſed the attention of the company, that 


Ellen and Julia ſunk into meer inſignificance, 
and had only the eyes of the gentlemen to 
5 remind them of being preſent. 


Lord Manvel! was about thirty, not 155 1. | 
ſome but very much the air of a man of fa- 
nion, with ſo much elegance and loltneſs + 
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his manners as never failed to pleaſe—an ex- 


preſſive pair of eyes, good teeth, and a coun- 
tenance of much ſenſibility, procured him, al- 
moſt at firſt ſight general approbation; he 


was not married, rather of a gay turn, and at 
preſent the humble ſlave of Lady Booty. Sir 


Thomas, her huſband, was a man of a con- 


ſiderable eſtate in the North of England, who 


had lived ſingle until a good way on the 
wrong ſide of fifty, he then took it into his 
head to marry a young woman of nineteen, 


of a good family indeed, but without a ſhil- 

ling, ſhe being the youngeſt but two of ten 
children, and the ſmall eſtate her father poſ- 

ſedſſed being entailed on the eldeſt ſon; con- 


ſequently the offer Sir Thomas Booty made 


required but little deliberation, the young 
lady made no objection to his age or figure, 

a ſplendid eſtabliſhment was the ſum of her 

wiſhes, and the diſproportionate marriage 

| ſoon took place. He carried her to London 
and being a very pretty woman, and a new 

face, ſhe was generally admired. Lord Mean- 
well, who had a a ſlight family connexion with 
FE Sir. 
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Sir Thomas, devoted himſelf particularly to 
her, and they had been on a party through 
different countries together, when the acci- 
dent of their chaiſe breaking down brought 
them to Woodville- Hall, which they knew 


not then had faller. to Lord A—. Sir Tho- 


mas, eaſy and good natured, was flattered by 


the admiration his Lady obtained, nor had 


he the leaſt of that troubleſome paſſion called 


. jealouſy, which renders ſome married pairs 


ſo miſerable. Lady Booty was gay to exceſs, 
ſhe followed every faſhion, partook of every 
amuſement, and being handſome, was conſe- 
quently pretty freely cenſured, how far ſhe 
deſerved 1 it may "our hereafter. 


il the courſe of the evening * Booty 


had pretty well exhauſted her own ſpirits and | 
the patience of her auditors; the young ladies 
aſtoniſhed by her volubility and effrontery 


among entire ſtrangers, lovked upon her as 


a phenomenon, a being they had no idea 
of; for Ellen, who had a great deal of natural 
vivacity, and was occaſionally rather pert in 
her replies to her mother and. ſiſter, was ſo 

„ . overawed | 


We 
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overawed by this very gay Lady, as to be in- 
capable of ſpeaking a word. Mrs. Woodville, 
although ſhe had been ſo many years ſecluded 
from ſociety, - retained too ſtrongly the re- 
membrance of the faſhionable world, to feel 
much ſurpriſe at the boldneſs and ſuperiority 
of inanners this lady aſſumed; when, there- 
fore, ſhe grew tired, Mrs. Woodville joined 
in a general conyerſation, and from the reſpect 
Lord A— and Mr. Selwyn paid to her and 
her daughters, Lady Booty began to conſider 
them, with more attention; ſhe ſaw plainly an 
air of elegance and faſhion in the girls that 
Ul accorded with the ruſticity and ſtrange ; 
make of their cloaths, yet ſhe could not help : 
thinking there was ſomething becoming in 
them, at the ſame time their appearance in 
5 public would ſubject them to ridicule: She 


7 


| | thought Ellen very beautiful, and from the 1 

| caſt of her features believed her to be lively [ 
—_—_ and ſimilar to her own diſpoſition, ſhe watch- 1 
5 = ce her eyes, and f from the direction of them 


and a reciprocal return, ſoon diſcovered the 
| ſecrer berween her and Lord A. Wben 
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ſhe examined Julia, it was with a ſcrutinizing 
eye to diſcover her temper ; thepe was a mo- 


deft reſerve, with a ſweetneſs of manners in 


her deportment, that cofivinced Lady Booty 


the elegance of her perſon was the leaſt of 
her charms, ſhe even felt an awe when ad- 
| dreſſing her, that ſhe bluſhed to feel for fo 
* young and ſo inferior a young woman. She. 


directly attached herſelf to Ellen, from whole 


more lively manners ſhe expected to derive 
moſt entertainment to herſelf _ 


Very foon- after their entrance Lord A 


had told them, that accident having driven 

them to his houſe, he hoped pleaſure to him- 
ſelf and friends would detain them there for 

fome days; an invitation Lady Booty very 


treely accepted. The ſociety being enlarged, 
grew exceeding cheerful, but was by no means. 
equally agreeable to all parties. Mrs. Wood- 
ville ſaw enough into the character of Lady: 


Booty to convince her ſhe was not a deſira- 
ble acquaintance for her daughters: A lovely 
young woman, thought ſhe, as ſhe viewed 
her, to ſacrifice herſelf to a man almoſt 
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three times her age, muſt have but little ſen- 
ſibility and leſs delicacy ; ſhe is too volatile 
to be a friend, and in ſuch a preference evin- 
ces her motives too plainly to be miſunder- 
| ſtood. A woman, who cannot love her huſ- 
band, is in a ſituation of all others the moſt 
dangerous, I ſhall therefore loſe no time in 
ſeeking for a ſituation that may remove my 
; family from hence, 

Such were the ideas that ſtruck Mrs, 
Woodville though very different ones occu- 
pied the thoughts of others. Lord Meanwell, 
who had heedfully examined the party, after 
ſurveying Miſs Woodville, and acknowledg- 

ing ſhe was a beautiful girl, his eyes dwelt | 


on Julia, ſne was to him a new character; 


not a beauty indeed, but a ſomething ſo love- 
ly, ſo intereſting in her face, a delicacy, a ſen- 
fibility in her countenance, not to be de- 
| ſcribed; and an elegance of manners which 
ſpoke good ſenſe ind good nature, that in- 
voluntarily his eyes were fixed on her face, 
and his heart paid homage to charms that ra- 
ther retired. than ſeemed to covet admiration. 
When 
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When they ſeparated for the evening, and 
Mrs. Woodville with her daughters retired 


to their apartment, ſhe aſked them with a 


ſmile, what they thought of Lady Booty. O, 
cried Ellen, ſhe is a ruoſt charming woman,, 
I admire her exceedingly; I think it a moſt 
fortunate accident that brought her here; I 
was at firſt rather afraid of her, but now I 
like her of all things. And you, Julia, aſked. 
Mrs. Woodville, are you of the ſame opinion 
with your ſiſter? Not exactly, Madam, an- 
ſwered ſhe, I think Lady Booty a very hand- 
ſome woman, but ſhe has rather, I think, too 
much freedom of manners, ſhe ſtares one 
out of countenance, ſhe ſeems to look into 
your heart at firſt ſight, and then her con- 
verſation is fo very unreſerved and gay, that 
I felt myſelf often confuſed, though I really 
did not always underſtand her meaning: In 
ſhort, ſhe ſeems a perſon that might amuſe 


one, but ſuch. as your heart could never 
. as a friend. Tg 


Bl: rejoice to 5 hear you fas ſo, my dear Jula, 
anſwered her mother, there are many ſuch. 


66 characters 0 
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characters as Lady Booty in the world, hun- 
dreds who are pleaſing and ſpecious, but they 
are not reſpectable. I think her much to 
blame, ſaid Miſs Woodville, for marrying 
ſuch an old fellow. She had her motives 
for ſo doing, doubtleſs, anſwered her mother, 
how far they may be juſtifiable is not for us 
to enquire : But do you know, added ſhe, 
that I entertain a very great eſteem for 2 
character but little noticed by either of you, 
that is Mr. Selwyn. A formal, ſententious 
fellow, I think, ſaid Ellen; he is polite to be 
ſure, but is always ſo grave, however he is 
not very young and therefore gravity in him 
may be excuſable. And pray, replied her 
mother, what difference do you think there 
may be between his age and Lord A—'s? 
Lord, Madam, cried ſhe, bluſhing. at the 
name, many years, certainly. I believe to 
the contrary, replied Mrs. Woodville, fixing 


her eyes on her face; but, however, that is 
8 of little conſequence, I believe Mr. Selwyn 


to be a very worthy man, he talks of adver- 
5 ring for 4 houſe, I ſhall do. the ſame, and 
| * ee 


* 
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ſhould not be ſorry if we can ſettle in the 
| ſame neighbourhood. No reply being made, 
and their mother being undreſſed, the ſiſters 
retired to their room, which they had ſcarcely 


entered before Ellen burſt into a violent fit 


of laughing What a high Joke 1 it would be, 
cried ſhe, if our good mother ſhould have 


fallen in love with the grave Mr. Selwyn. 
Fye, my dear, ſaſd Julia, pray don't enter- 


tain ſuch an abſurd idea, I ain perſuaded my 


mother thinks of him only as a friend; but 
tell me, Ellen, how you like Lord Mean- 
well? O, exceedingly, replied ſhe, but I 


think he is very fond of Lady Booty. Of 
Lady Booty ! ſaid her ſiſter, why ſhe 1s mar-, 


ried! And ſuppoſe ſhe is, retorted the 


other, is that a reaſon Why ſhe ſhould not 
be admired ? Have not we heard and read 

of many married women who have as many 
lovers as unmarried ones? I hope, anſwered. 

55 Julia, thoſe inſtances happen but ſeldom, for 


I think ſuch conduct very inexcuſable. The 
er only rgb er the Ke dende 


The 
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The following morning Miſs Woodville 
according to her cuſtom for ſome days paſt, 


went into the garden to meet Lord A—, who 


was waiting for her, and to whom ſhe com- 
municated her mother's intention of adver- 


tiſing for a houſe. Heavens! my charming 
Ellen, cried he, how cruel is her deſign, why 


cannot you perſuade her to go to London ? 


Ah! faid ſhe, that is impMtidic; L am ſure. 


An excellent idea has ſtruck me, exclaimed 
he, I dare fay I can perſuade Lady Booty to 


invite you to ſpend the winter with her in 


town. That would indeed be delightful, ſaid 
ſhe, but who can prevail on my mother to 
let me go? We will conſider of that, an- 
| ſwered he, ſomething muſt be thought on, for 


I cannot live to be ſeparated | food you. A 


| ſudden impulſe made Ellen ery out, is there 
a neceſſity for that, does your Lordſhip think 
my mother would object to your addreſſes? 
Indeed, Ido, replied he, very much confuſed. 
for ſome particular reaſons which I will ex- 
plain another time; at preſent we muſt con- 


trive to | make Toy Booty our friend. 
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They proceeded on to the grove, their 
uſual walk, but the forgoing converſation was 

overheard by Mrs. Woodville, to her infinite 

diſtreſs. Some obſervations ſhe had made 

for two or three days paſt, and the regular 


5 walk of Ellen every morning alone reduced 
her to the painful neceſſity of tracing her 


ſteps, and concealing herſelf to hear their 
converſation. What ſuch a mother as Mrs. 


Woodville muſt feel may be eaſily gueſſed ; 


ſhe took her reſolution immèdiately, ſne de- 


teſted dup! icity, and found it impoſſible to 
behave decently towards Lord A—, whilſt | 
the conceived he had unworthy deſigns on 
her child: She returned to her dreſſing-room 
under the moſt painful 'anxiety, and found 
Julia impatiently expecting her. My dear mo- ; 
ther, ſaid ſhe, Lady Booty has ſent to requeſt 
we will take an airing with her! in my Lord's 


carriage, is it agreeable to you, and do you 


know where my ſiſter is? In the garden I 


believe, replied Mrs. Woodville faintly, let 


Sally ſeek for her, and you may both go if 
vou pleaſe, In fact, the was glad of an op- 


Portunity 
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portun ty to have an interv:ew with his Lord- 
ſhip, and therefore bid the ſervant, who was 
going for Ellen, to tell Lord A—, ſhe wiſhed 
for the favor of meeting him in the library, 
when the ladies were gone out. This mel- 
ſage was delivered to him before Ellen, they 
both ſuppoſed it was to conſult him about 
her future reſidence, and he cried, exultingly, 
you ſhall ſee the ſucceſs of my eloquence, I 
have ſcarcely ever failed to carry a point my 
heart was ſet upon, and although your mo- 
ther has once baffled me, I may be conqueror 
at laſt. She nodded her head, with a ſmile, 
and was ſoon ready to attend Lady Booty. 


When the carriage drove down the avenue 
Mrs. Woodville, with an agitated, heart en- 
tered the library, his Lordſhip was already 
there, he was ſtruck with the ſolemnity of 
her air, but handing. her to a. chair with. 
great politeneſs, profeſſed himſelf happy to 
obey her commands. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 1 
will not keep you in ſuſpence, I mult be ex- 

; plicir at once; know then, I was this morn- 


1 ing a painful witneſs of your converſation with 
Mi. 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 209 


Miſs Woodville, what my ſentiments are you 
can be at. no loſs to judge, and what repa- 
ration you can make for ſeducing the mind 
of my child from the duty ſhe owes to her 
mother's will, and being brought, after a life 
of innocence and candour, to the ſubterfuge 
of duplicity, unworthy of herſelf and me, I 
leave for your Lordſhip to determine. Me 
you have irreparably injured, you have de- 
ſtroyed all confidence between me and my 
daughter ; you have obliterated every ſenti- 
ment of friendſhip and reſpect I until this day 
believed due to your character, and you com- 
pel me to a deceit that may account for my 
abrupt departure from Woodville-Hall to- 
morrow morning. After what has paſt tis 
ſcarcely neceſſary to add, I receive no further 
favors from Lord A—, and that henceforth 
we muſt be ſtrangers. * 1 

: „W waiting for a reply, which, in 

truth, at that moment, from his ſurpriſe and 
confuſion he was unable to make; ſhe haſtily 
quitted the room, and met Mr. Selwyn in 
the gallery, he took notice of her agitations 
ad 
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and hoped ſhe was not, ill. A little diſcon- 
certed, ſaid ſhe, trying to recover herſelf, at 
being obliged to leave you to-morrow : In- 
deed, cried he, with viſible concern, when ſee- 
ing her ready to faint, you are ill, faid he, 
pray permit me to conduct you to your apart- 
ment; ſhe accepted his offered arm, and the 
inſtant ſhe entered her room a friendly burſt 
of tears preſerved her from fainting; Mr. 
Selwyn, with an air of candour and affection 
beſought her to be compoſed. I know not, 
Madam, the cauſe of your emotions, but if 
they ariſe from any occurrence wherein I can 
be of ſervice I beſeech you to believe i it will 
afford me . Pleaſure to obey your 
commands. Your kindneſs zffects me ſen · 
fHibly, Sir, anſwered ſhe, and I will prove the 


eftimation I hold your friendly offers in, by 
accepting them. I wiſh to quit this houſe | 


immediately, yet am ſo unfortunately ſituated 
I know not where to go for a ſhort time 

until I can fix on my future plan; can you 

recommend me to any tolerable agreeable 

_ village at ſome diſtance from hence? I be- 
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lieve I can, Madam, replied he, as it is only 
for a temporary reſidence, at Swindon, in 
Wiltſhire, I have an eſtate, 'tis on the ſkirts 
of the village, a large old family manſion, in- 
habited by a worthy farmer and his wife, 
uſed to afford me very decent apartments 
when I choſe an excurſion for a few weeks in 

the country; the furniture 1s decent and clean, 
there you may be accommodated in a plain 
rural ſtile, but with the higheſt good will and 
attention: I have written to the good folks 

to expect me, but my Lord inſiſts upon my 
| ſtaying here until I meet with a more eligible 
ſituation. O, cried Mrs. Woodville, tis the 
moſt deſirable place in the world for a few 
weeks, but one favor more, Sir, I have to 
_ requeſt, which is, that you will not mention 
a word of my intention, nor the name of the 
village I am going to, either to my Lord A 
or any of this family. Depend upon my ho- 
nor, Madam, anſwered he, that I will not: 
But will you pardon my curioſity, if I own, 
your leaving this houſe, and his Lordſhip, 
Without acquainting him of your den, 
ray 


i 
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greatly ſurpriſes me. Your curioſity is very 


natural, but, ſaid the, at preſent particular 


reaſons forbid me from being communicative, 
ſhould I have the pleaſute of ſceing you at the 
farmer's, I will be more unreſerved ; believe, 


'till then, that I am juſtified in my preſent in- 
tentions, and if you will write immediately 
that I may not come unexpectedly upon 


the good People, and contrive to draw my 


Lord out to-morrow, for two or three hours, 


a different road from the one I muſt purſue, 
T ſhall be ſtill farther obliged to you. What 
hour do you ſuppoſe moſt likely you can take 

an airing? About twelve, anſwered Selwyn, 


is our uſual hour, and I will certainly find a 


pretence to get him out. Some other little 


matters were regulated between them, and 
when he leſher, Mrs, Woodville rejoced to 


find ſhe had not been deceived in her opi- 

nion of Mr. Selwyn, at the fame time that 

ſhe had but little cauſe to depend on. the ſin- 
cerity or integrity of mankind. She next 
called her ſervant Thomas, and confiding i in 
his ſecrecy, ordered him to get a carriage 


ready 
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| ready at Woodville-Hall between twelve and 


one next day, and having concerted every 
thing neceſſary, ſhe endeavoured to compole 


her ſpirits nt her daughters return. 


* 


In 28 mean time Lord A— fat for ſome 
time fixed to his ſeat under the moſt painful 
and mortifying reflections he had ever expe- 


rienced; the deſpicable opinion Mrs. Wood- 


ville muſt entertain of his principles, the 
calm contempt ſhe expreſt, her reſolution” to 


leave his houſe, and all his ſchemes expoſed 


and blown into air: In ſhort, the more he 
reflected, the more he de ſpiſed himſelf, and 
felt the diſgraceful figure he muſt make at - 
his own table, in the preſence of thoſe whom 
he had intended to injure. That very morn- 
ing he had received the gift of a living for 
Mr. Evelyn, in Kent, worth upwards of three _ 
hundred a year, he had intended to preſent it 1 


to Mrs. Wocdville, for her friend, and an- 


ticipaàted her pleaſure and gratitude; now he 
dared not do it, it would look like a com- 
A promiſe, i it would be an inſult on her feelings, | 
and ſhe would, -doubfieh, refuſe | it. He there- 


fore : 


\ 
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fore wrote Evelyn himſelf, and encloſed a 
fifty pound note for defraying his expences 
to town. 5 . 


After conſidering on his ſituation for above 
three hours, he was entirely irreſolute how to 
proceed—marriage he deteſted, nor was Miſs 
Woodville eſtimable enough, in his opinion, 


_ to juſtify an alteration in his ſentiments ; ſhe 
had ſhewn too much levity to entitle her to 


his reſpect, and her little conſideration for 


her mother gave but ſmall promiſe of duty 
and attention to a huſband, 


Diſtracted with various emotions, and per- 


fectly unſettled when the dinner bell rung, he 


prepared to meet his gueſts with a very per- 


turbed mind. On entering the room he 5 
ſlightly glanced his eyes on Miſs Woodville, 
and was convinced, from the eaſe of her ap- 


pearance, ſne was, as yet, a ſtranger to the 


buſineſs of the morning. He offered his hand 
as uſual, to conduct Mrs. Woodville to the 
head of the table, though with evident con- 
fuſion, ſhe accepted it, and placed herſelf with 


her 


* — 
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her accuſtomed politeneſs. Lady Booty was 
in high ſpirits, ſhe communicated ſome ſhare 
of it to thoſe around her. Lord A— and 
Mr. Selwyn were leaſt entertaining, though | 
the former endeavoured to rally his ſpirits 

but it was awkwardly done, and Selwyn, who 
was an attentive obſerver, ſaw from his beha- 
viour and conſtrained manner to Mrs. and 
Miſs Woodville ſome diſagreeable occur- 
rences had happened between them. 


When they had withdrawn from the din- 
ner room, Lady Booty began to plan ſome 
pleaſurable excurſions for three or four enſu- 
ing days, and flattered herſelf Mrs. Wood- 
ville and the young ladies would approve of 
them. We ſhould certainly be happy to wait 
on you, Madam, anſwered ſhe, with a heſi- 
tation, that proved how painful the attempt 
of impoſition was to a mind of rectitude, but 


I have this day received an account of ſome 


buſineſs which will oblige me to leave Wood- 

ville-Hall within two or three days, and until 
my departure I ſhall have ſome affairs to ſertle | 

_ which will take” up much of my time. 
Never 
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Never was greater conſternation than this 
anſwer occaſioned : Ellen was thunderſtruck, 
ſhe opened her mouth once or twice to ſpeak, 
unable to utter a ſyllable ; ſhe looked at Lord 
A, he was playing with his watch key, 
greatly confuſed; Julia was the firſt to ſpeak, | 
My dear Madam, I hope no diſagreeable 
news? Nothing ng, my love, that will prove 
diſagreeable I hope, but, to prevent its being 
ſo, renders it neceſſary we ſhould undertake 
a journey. God forbid! cried Ellen, we 

| ſhould. be going to return into the wilds of 
Cumberland. You need not be apprehenſive 
of that, I have no ſuch intention, but pray let 
the ſubje& drop. Indeed, Madam, faid Lord 
Meanwell, you have annihilated all our hopes 
ol pleaſure, and the very circumſtance which 
laſt night I conſidered as the moſt fortunate = 
of my life, is likely to prove a ſource of 


eternal regret, if we are to be deprived of -- 


the enlivening preſence of theſe young ladies. 
Jour Lordſhip is extremely polite, ſaid Lady 
Booty, with a haughty toſs of her head, to 


the reſt of the ben, if all Four pleaſures 
are 
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are annihilated. Well, well, cried Sir Tho- 
mas, don't let us ſpoil out preſent ſatisfaction, 
but ſince we are to be ſo unfortunate, endea- 
vour to enjoy their company whilſt we have 
them with us, and being a gloomy evening, 
ſuppoſe we make a party at Vingt- une. This 
propofal was readily agreed to, and the com- 
pany appealſtd tolerably compoſed again, all 

except Ellen and Julia, the former from vex- 
ation, the latter from an apprehenſion of un- 
eaſineſs, could not regain their cheerfulneſs 
for the evening. 


When, at night, they withdrew to their 
apartments, Mrs. Woodville, to ſuppreſs all 
curioſity, ſaid, very mildly, don't be the leaſt 
_ uneaſy, my children, my going from hence 
will be productive of no trouble to us, on the 
contrary, I hope the journey will turn out 
very agreeable. Where are we going to, 
then, aſked Ellen, ſullenly. I intend to fur- 
ptiſe you, anſwered Mrs, Woodville, trying 
to ſmile, and therefore you will excuſe me 
from telling you at preſent, All places are 
Alike to me, cried Julia, with vivacity, if my 
vor. 1. 1 mother 
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mother and ſiſter are with me, and bleſt with 
health and content. And when, ſaid her 
ſiſter, are we to ſet off, Madam? Within 
three days, 1 think, replied her mother, and 
therefore E morning pray begin 
packing up the unneceſſary part of your ward- 
robe. That's ſoon done, ſaid the other, ſpite- 


fully, being in mourning we haye not much 5 


variety, and Lady Booty ſays, we ſhall be 
laughed out of countenance if we go into any 
genteel company with cloaths made as ours 


are; ſhe ſaid ſhe was ready to expire with 
ſtifling her mirth, when ſhe firſt ſaw us. And 


I am ſure, exclaimed Julia, I am always 
thrown into confuſion when I ſee the gentle- 


men ſcrutinizing her dreſs, which, however 


faſhionable, i is, in my opinion, very indelicate. 
Her ſiſter ſmiled with diſdain at her want of 


taſte, but made no reply, and when they re- 
tired to their own room, was too much en- 


gaged with her own rellections to enter into 
ay converſation, 


The ſucceeding morning they roſe early, 
Julia employed herſelf in aſſiſting the ſervant 
1 e eee my 
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to ſettle their trunks, whilſt Ellen ſtole off into 
the garden, in the hope of meeting with Lord 
A, though not with any great expectation 
of her hopes being realized; fortune or chance 
however, ſeconded her wiſhes, for at the bot-- 
tom of the walk, thrown on a garden chair, 
lay his Lordſhip, who, ſtarting up, caught her 
hand, and hurried her away into a ſmall tem- 
ple at a little diftance, without ſpeaking "is 
word until ſhe was ſeated; he then, with 
every expreſſion of vexation related what had 
paſſed the preceding day : : Never was ſur-- 
priſe equal to Miſs Woodville”: s, her mo- 
ther's ſilence, (her duplicity ſhe called it) on 
the | ſubject, her ſudden intention of leaving 
the Hall, and the diſcovery ſhe had made 
of her ſentiments, altogether overcame her 
with aſtoniſhment and mortification. I kn. 
not, ſaid ſhe, whither ſhe means to carry me, 
nor do I know by what authority ſhe con- 
_ trols me; ſhe cannot' deprive me of my for- 5 
tune, and tis hard I ſhould be a ſlave to her 
caprice ; I dare ſay ſhe means to bury us in 


ſome forlorn place, » where nobody my find 
wm -- 
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Lord A— ſeeing her in this humour, ſaid 
every thing to aggravate it painted the de- 
lights ſhe would have met with in London 
in- the moſt glowing colours ; but, during his 
long deſcription, ſhe had began to reflect, 
and aſk herſelf, why my Lord had not owned 
his affection for her to her mother. Ab- 
ruptly interrupting him, but pray, my Lord, 
if you deſign to marry me, why will you ſuffer 
my mother to take me away? Struck by a 
queſtion which he could not evade, he was 
for a moment ſilent, but recovering himſelf, 
my dear Miſs Woodville, I will be explicit, 
L will throw myſelf on your candour and ge- 
neroſity, and truſt to its deciſion. From my 
youth. Jever had an invincible repugnance to 
marriage; the very few if any happy wedded 
pairs, which we either ſee or hear of, has 
confirmed that repugnance: I wiſh to unite 
myſelf to ſome generous female, who has 

firmneſs enough to deſpiſe the little narrow. 

notions which prevail among perſons of 

ſhallow underſtandings, I wiſh: to have no tie 

but love, no bond but inclination, then it will 
VF be 
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be our mutual intereſt to make each other 
happy, we ſhall find a delight in ſo doing, 
becauſe we are free: Whereas, bound to 
each other by vows we are not at liberty to 
break, the impatient ſpitit which ſcorns to 
be fettered, will rattle its chains, and if they 
cannot be broken will ſoon deteſt the object 
that confines it. Theſe are my ſentiments, 
I will not deceive you; tis in your power to 
make me the happieſt of men, the moſt 
adoring grateful lover and friend, but I never 
will be a huſband. 


It would be next to an impoſſibility to deſ- 
cribe the various emotions that agitated Miſs 
Woodville during the utterance of this vile 
ſophiſtry. She could not recall any thing like 
this ſcene in any of her favorite HOWE; wi — 
Such an open avowal of free principles was 
entirely unprecedented; hundreds held the 
ſame opinions, but they dared not expreſs 
them; yet, certainly there was much candor 
in his Lordſhjp's behaviour, he did not ſeek. 
to deceive er and a man of fo much honor 
L3 . . 
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in that inſtance, would be equally tenacious 
in every other. 


_ Whilſt theſe ideas were floating on the 
mind of Ellen, and my Lord was urging her 
to a reply, the door opened, and Mr. Sel- 
wyn appeared; he ſtarted back and ſtam- 
mered out an apology ; they, equally con- 
fuſed, attempted in vain to ſpeak, when 

as Selwyn was retreating from the door, he 
cried out haſtily, „J ſee Mrs. Woodville 
coming down the walk.” They both ſprung 
to the door, Joined him, and inexpreſſibly 
| hurried, met her half way, my Lord bowed 
and walked on. You are in the garden early 
this morning, Ellen, I thought I requeſted | 
you to be otherwiſe employed. Yes, yes, 
Madam, anſwered ſhe, he ſitatingly, but my 
ſiſter and the ſervant undertook to pack the 
trunks. Mrs. Woodville, without deigning 
a reply, turned to the houſe, converſing with | 
Mr. Selwyn, whom ſhe reminded ſoftly, ; | 
c twelve is the hour.” He bowed and chat= 
ted on indifferent things until they reached 


the houte, the ladies went to their apartment, : 
Ee. en 


* * 
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Ellen expected a terrible lecture, not a word 
was faid, and ſoon after they attended the 
breakfait table. 


Lady Booty propoſed a long airing, which 
was aſſented to by all the gentlemen, Mrs. 
Woodville apologized for the non- attendance 
ol herſelf and daughters on that morning, as 
they would be particularly. engaged, The 
company regretted, Ellen pouted, not doubt- 
ing but the denial was deſigned to vex her. 


After . breakfaſt, the horſes being ordered, 
Mrs. Woodville retired to her room with the 
young ladies, whom ſhe kept employed in 
putting up little trifles, while the ſervant 
compleated every thing ready for their jour- 


ney. in their apartment A 


- Newly ado ATED ſhe faw the whole 
party gallop down the avenue, and! in leſs 
than a quarter of an hour after a carriage 
drove up; here is company coming, ſaid 
Ellen. We will go down to receive en | 
then, ſaid Mrs. Woodville, ſhe. noded to the 


gu), who underſtood her, and "Kecoinpanied 
; L4 by 
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by her daughters went down to the hall, 


where her own ſervant and my Lord's were 
faſtening their trunks behind the coach, What 
is this for, cried Ellen? Don't expoſe your- 


ſelf before the ſervants, ſaid her mother ſoftly, 
this carriage is for us, and I deſire you will 
get in. Good lord, Madam, faid Julia, are 
we to go without taking leave of our friends? 


Is not that already done? anſwered her mo- 


cher, haſtily Set in, child, all is ready. She 
took Ellen by the hand and rather dragged 


than led her to the coach door, ſhe got in 


almoſt unknowing what ſhe did, but when her 


ſiſter and mother were ſeated, and the carri- 
age about to move, ſhe threw her head out 


of the window, tell my Lord A—, cried ſhe, 
that J am carried off by force; ſne had time 
for no more, the horſes flew on full gallop, 
the burſt into tears, her mother looked ex- 
ceedingly diſpleaſed, and Julia ſat in filent 
| aſtoniſhment, unable ro comprehend what all 
this meant. Not a word was ſpoke for ſeve- 
ral miles, at length Mrs. Waodville ſaid, to 
vou, Julia, my conduct this day may appear 
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very extraordinary, but I refer you to your 
fiſter for an explanation of it, ſhe is at no loſs 

to gueſs at my motives, I hope you have not 
| loſt her confidence, though ſhe has excluded 
her mother from it ; however, let your curi- 
oſity be ſuſpended until night, for unleſs the 
communication is voluntarily made, I do not 
wiſh to be prefent. No anſwer was returned, 

Ellem dried her tears, and remained ſilent 
| en the yy 


CHAP. XIII 


| W will now look back to the inhabi- 
tants of Woodland Caſtle. Mr. Eve- 
yn, after the departure of the family, found 
a change of reſidence, an increaſe in his for- 
tune, the hope of ſeeing his mother, and all 
Other additional En he poſſeſſed, in- 
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ſufficient to procure peace of mind; the image 
of the young and charming Julia perpetually 
haunted his imagination. She is much too 
young yet, cried he, to be addreſſed for a wife: 

But what then ? Many, like myſelf, muſt be 


_ captivated by her opening perfections, and, 


like me, would be contented to wait for years, 
if ſure of gainipg ſuch a treaſure! Hopes I 
haye none, why then indulge uſeleſs regret, 
and neglect to enjoy the good I poſſeſs? the 


beneficence of that family has given me the 
power of relieving many of the poor inhabi- 


tants round this neighbourhood, let me, then, 


by active benevolence, aſſiſt thoſe, whom for- 
merly I could only ſooth by compaſſion and 
advice. He purſued his intention, and viſited 
the wretched cottages of the ſick and poor, 


difffuſed his bounty here it was wanted, and 


Was overpaid 1 in the © bleflings of the 185 


heart. 


| "If a go days bis mother arrived, hole: 
mutual tranſports on meeting after ſo long 
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an abſence were very great, but when ſhe men- 


tioned the Preſent ſhe had. received fron. an, 
unknown 
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unknown hand, he inſtantly recognized the 
fame generous ſpirit that had ſo kindly aſſiſt- 


ed him. Ah! my dear Madam, ſaid he, 1 


have loſt the company of the moſt charming 
family in the worldz.to whom I am indebted _ 
for the happineſs of ſeeing you in this dreary 
place, as the oͤnly conſolation I could receive 
under ſo great a misfortune. Mrs. Evelyn. 
joined with warmth. in the praiſes due to 
their amiable friends, ſhe exerted herſelf in 
attentions to old Anthony, and ſeldom paſſed. 
a day without ſeeing Sarah and Jane, when. 


a letter arrived from Mrs. Woodville, which 


afforded them the deligut of heating they 
were all well and happy at Woodville-Hall : 
diſpoſed as ſhe was to think unfavorably of 
Lord A—, her prejudices gave way, when. 
| ſhe heard of his noble conduct towards her. 
benefattreſs.. 8 : 


Juſt at this time old Sarah began to droop, i 

| there. was no particular diſorder, but an in- 
creaſing weakneſs, indicative of a general de- 
cay, and in leſs than three days after. Mr. 
Evelyn anſwered the Jetter the. faithful crea- 
L6. 


ture 
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ture flept away in her chair after dinner; 
poor Jane, exceſſively frightened, haſtened ta 
the Caſtle, Mr. Evelyn accompanied her + 
back, and found indeed that all was over. 
She had left a paper in hen box, be. 
all ſhe left to Mr. Evelyn, dated about a fort- 
night previous to her death. *He did not 
chuſe to avail himſelf of the poor woman's 
kindneſs, but, taking a faithful inventory of 
every thing, wrote to Mr. Fitzmaurice for 
orders relative to her property. He buried 
her decently, and took Jane home to the Caſ- 
tle, where his mother treated her with the 
utmoſt kindneſs. 


ts 
7, 


wy 


Token.» was accuſtomed io ſpend his ſoli- 
tary hours in rambling among the rocks and 
in the Pala; or the old Abbey, where he in- 
dulged © meditation even to madneſs.” One 
; morning after traverſing the cloyſters, and 
going through them to a diſtant part of the 
building, he ſeated himſelf on a ſtone kind of 
bench, that through an opening commanded 
a diſtant proſpect of the ſea: Contemplating 


5 chat uncertain element, with much emotion, 
8 8 Ah! 1 


if 


i: of 
„ 
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Ah! cried he aloud, ſuch are the fleeting joys 
of life; to-day in poſſeſſion of our wiſhes, 
| flattered by hope, and indulging viſionary 
ſchemes of happineſs, when on the morrow, 
a black cloud, a tempeſtuous wind obſcures 


the brightning ray, and daſhes all our proſ- 


pects of felicity into eternal night: A deep 


ſigh, or rather groan, that ſeemed to iſue from 


ſome perſon very near him, cauſed him to 


ſtart up, and looking round he faw an elderly 
but reſpectable looking man, leaning on a 


ſtick at the entrance of a ſmall door which 

was near him, but which he had not noticed; 
he ſaluted him, and the man advanced flowly, 
ſurveying him with an eye of eager curiofity, 
he bowed and made a motion for him to re- 
ſume his tents taking his place by him. 


* 
vote 


You wilt forgine. me, my ſon, if chance 
not curiofity has made me an intruder ; the 
voice of ſorrow reached my ears, it vibrated 
= my heart, and eauſed me to open the door 
of my retreat; I grieve to. ſee one ſo young 
capable of reflections, which ſeem to ſpring 
trom a wounded ſpirit; 3 heaven forbid you 


ſhould 


2 
| 
: 


2 
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ſhould be already acquainted with miſery. — 
Alas! Sir, anſwered Evelyn, L fear neither 
age or {ituations are exemptions from cala- 
mities and the evils of life ; perhaps, hun- 
dreds, placed as I am, could derive comfort, 
if not pleaſure, to thetMelves, 1 in my ſituation.. 
J rejoice to hear you ſay ſo, replied the gen- 
tleman, then I hope the exclamations which 
attracted my attention were general obſerva- 
tions rather than the effuſions of an uneaſy 
mind. No, Sir, anſwered Evelyn, they 
ſprung from my own feelings; for though 
my days have not been marked out by pe- 
* culiar diſtreſſes, yet ] have felt the loſs of a_ 


parent, the deſtruction of my hopes and ex- 


pectations in the profeſſion I was bred to, the 
mortification of ſeeing a mother reduced to 
a ſcanty ptbviſion, and lately a diſappoint- 


ment in the only view I could form to myſelf 


of happineſs in this life. Poer youth, ſaid- 
the other, with an emphatic ſigh, your lot 

ſeems hard indeed, hut do not deſpair, you 
way yet look forward with hope; deſerve to 
be happy and you will be ſo, for you have 
not yet formed thoſe connexions that entwine. 
EL) FERN oe about. 
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about the heart: if the diſappointment you 
complain of is of the tender kind, be thank- 
ful to heaven you have not loſt a wife, a child, 


loſt them by your own folly, and brought on 


- yourſelf everlaſting remorſe. 


Here he aroſe and walked about the cloy- 


ſter in great emotion, the other, too much 


reſpected his ſorrows to interrupt them, and 
in a few minutes he returned to his feat :: 
Looking earneſtly om Evelyn, do you live in 
this neighbourhood ? Are you a clergyman ? 


1 am a clergyman, he replied, and live at 
Woodland Caſtle. At Woodland Caſtle, ex- 


claimed the old man, I heard a London gen- 
tleman had bought that eſtate, are you the 


perſon? I am not, replied Evelyn, that gen- 
tleman is dead, his family have left the coun- 
try, and at their requeſt I reſide in the houſe 


with my mother. The ſtranger pauſed ſome 
time, then turning to him again, how comes 


it J never ſaw you here before, this abbey, 
1ts ruins and environs I viſit daily, is it the 
firſt time of your coming here? To this 
part of the Abbey it is, anſwered. Evelyn, the 


85 other 
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other 8 de, the hill, the rocks and woods I fre- 
quently walk to. And you are a clergyman? 
ſaid he again abruptly. Les, can I be of any 


ſervice to you?” No, cried he haſtily, man 
can do me no ſervice, and you are the only 
one I have ſpoken to theſe many years, but 
there is ſomething ingenuous in your coun- 
tenance, ſomething congenial in your ſor- 


rows, fomething in your voice which pierced 
my heart, and made it expand towards you; 


meet me to. morrow at this hour, I ſhall then 
_ conſider whether I may again truſt man, or 
depend upon thay 
I have fo dearly proved the fakibilitf—if = 


feeble judgment, of which 


I do not appear make no enquiries, reſpect 


my motives, and forget you have ſeen me. 


With a deep ſigh followed by the eyes of 


Evelyn, he re-entered. the door and threw it 
faſt after him. 


What a fin hiſs, 3 Evelyn, i 


5 Wha often have I ridiculed the poor boors 
round the village, for their tales of people or 
ghofts, inhabiting this heap of ruins, yet 
Mrs. Danvers and this man prove 1 was 


4 wrong. 
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wrong. Ah! what various ſcenes of com- 


parative miſery may be encloſed in the rocks, 
or concealed in this ruinous building! No 


where, indeed, could miſery fly to indulge its 
ſorrows more ſecret, than in this gloomy | 
place and deſolate neighbourhood. Over- 
whelmed with painful reflections he walked 


ſlowly home, and endeavoured to aſſume a 


cheerful look before his mother, but he could 


not ſo well diſguiſe his feelings but that ſhe ſaw 


he was ill at eaſe, yet, allowing for a ſituation 


fo very retired and melancholy for a young 


man, ſhe aveided taking notice of his depreſ- 


ſion, and ſought to amuſe his — 


The ſuecreding 4 he haſtened to 
the Abbey, reſumed his former ſeat, and waited 


impatiently for the appearance of the old 


gentleman: It was ſome time beyond the 
hour when the door opened and he came 
ſlowly towards him. You ſee I have kept 
my appointment, I can hardly account for 


my prepoſſeſſion in your favor, having been 


already ſa much deceived in mankind, I had 
ſhut up my mind n placing any further 
confidence | 


| 
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confidence in man, and during my long re-. 
ſidence in this wild place, I have never had 
a temptation to break my reſolution *till now, 
I have held no converſe but with two wretch- 
ed peaſants, who, though poor and illiterate, 
I have found faithful and honeſt, for corrup- 
tion has not reached them, nor intereſt or 
pleaſure tempted them to evil—Happy ſtate 
of ignorance! . 1 am but young in the great 
ſchool of life, replied Evelyn, yet I have lately 
met with many inſtances that prove the de- 
pravity of mankind, but God forbid I ſhould | 
| harden my heart againſt my fellow creatures, 
or believe that depravity to be general; ſuch 
ideas revolt againſt that true philanthropy 
chriſtians ſhould ever poſſeſs. The old man 
ſhook his head—You talk well, anſwered he, 
but 'tis the language of a young man un- 
hackneyed in the ways of the world, or of 
one, who, well acquainted with the arts of 
duplicity, ſeeks to impoſe upon others; you 
are too young, I hope, to come under the 


latter deſcription, and therefore I give you 


5 credit for your XTentments: ; and though I. 


4 
3 
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ſhould be ſorry. to teach you that frigid cau- 
tion, that vile opinion of mankind in general 
which fits ſo ill upon youth, yet you will find, 
by my ſtory, that implicit confidence ſhould 


be placed in no one, that tis neceſſary to be- 
lieve we are all frail, all liable to temptation, 


and ſubject to error, unleſs we watch carefully 
over our own hearts, and judge from the 


actions, from the conſtant tenor of a man's 


conduct, of the rectitude of his principles, 


and not truſt to profeſſions alone, for theory 


and pr actice are too often widely oppoſite, be 


My name is of little conſequence, my fa- 
ther was a merchant, he had two ſons, I am 
the youngeſt; my elder brother, when of 


proper age was ſent to Ruſſia, in the *count- 


ing-houſe of a correſpondent and partner of 


my father's; I remained at home and received 


every advantage of education a public ſchool 
could beſtow, and alſo imbibed the diſadvan- 
tages that attend an aſſociation with young 
lads of ſuperior fortune, who, unlimited in 
their expences, or obtaining eaſy credit, launch 
into Seer cxtravagnnge and diſſipation youth 
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are prone to: My father made me a very 
handſome allowance, but it 'was inſufficient 
to keep pace with the expences of my young 
companions, and ſeduced by example, 1 ſoon 
had recourſe to that folly, or rather vice, of 
borrowing money conſtantly before my al- 


lowance became due, which for ſometime 1 
regularly diſcharged, but habits of extrava- 
gance indulged, ſoon become importunate, 
and increaſe daily ; my quarterly remittances 
were by no means equal to my expences, and 
therefore I became involved in debt. A ſon 
of Lord Welſted's in the fame predicament 


with myſelf propoſed raiſing ſome money on 


our joint bond, at a moſt exorbitant intereſt 
you may be ſure, and when I objected to the 
impoſſibility of my paying it till I became 
of age, when I ſhould have ſeven hundred 
pounds, the gift of an aunt, he told me, that 
as I ſhould be of age ſooner than himſelf, if 

I would give the bond for fix hundred and 
forty pounds, the ſum demanded for five 
hundred and twenty, he would give me a 

f counter bond to bay me four hundred, be- 


cauſe 1 


4% 
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ah he conceived 1 ought to be benefited 


for ſtanding forth in the buſineſs. You will 
. readily aſk, why not give his own bond at 
firſt? *Twas a queſtion I ought to have 


aſked myſelf, but credulous, and ignorant in 


ſuch matters, eager to have the money, and 
glad that an expedient had been found to pro- 


cure it, I abided implicitly by his advice, gave 


the bond, divided the money, which barely 


paid my debts, and ought myſelf perfectly 


POP: 


Near a monk had Caſe and I had heard 
nothing of the counter bond, when I received 


a letter from my father, commanding my 


immediate preſence in town, as my mother N 
was in a very alarming ſtate of illneſs: Being 
exceedingly fond of my mother, I applied 
directly for leave to obey the ſummons, and 
ſet off poſt for London, without once think- 


ing of my buſineſs with the honorable Mr. 


| Welſted. On my arrival the firſt news was 
the death of my parent two hours before; I 
was much afflicted for many days, I wrote 


Welſted and another good. friend, a Mr. 


| Rayner, | 
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Rayner, a young man of great expectations, 

a pleaſing perſon, and the moſt inſinuating 
manners; as ] had conceived a real affection 
for thoſe two young men, and thought our 
friendſhip reciprocal, I felt no ſmall degree 
of vexation when my father told me it was 
not his intention I ſhould return to Eaton, as 

| he thought I was now capable of aſſiſting 

C him in the counting houſe. I expreſſed my 

ſurpriſe: at his intention, as I thought the edu- 

cation I had received was more applicable 


for the bar, or the church, than to be confined 


e the Ueſk, where ſuch talents were not ne- 
3 ceſſary. Lou have miſtaken notions, Frank, 
: replied my father, the character f a Britiſh 
| Merchant is reſpectable every where, and if 

il he is poſſeſſed of ſuperior talents to the ge- 
| nerality of his companions, he has the power 
b of entertaining hig leiſure hours with plea- 

f Z ſure to himſelf, and of giving hinfelf conſe- 
„ quence in the eyes of others. I ſubmitted, 
baut it was with an ill grape, and my firſt ap- | 
plication to buſineſs was extremely diſagree- 

dle to me. My two friends 1 in their letters 

| 1 * ee bly ridiculed 
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ridiculed my ſituation, and boaſted that they 
"ſhould ſoon make the grand tour, wlülſt poor 
Frank would be plodding at the deſk. 1 
felt che ſting moſt poignantly, and, but for an 
occurrence that took place juſt then, Mould 


moſt probably have at that time taken ſome 


raſh ſtep or other. 


A ſiſter of my late mother came to pay 


us a viſit, and brought her daughter with 


her, whom I had never ſeen from childhood; 


ſhe was turned of eighteen, her perſon lovely, 
her manners and diſpoſition perfectly amiable. | 
I was ſtruck with her appearance, and in the 

courſe of a few days was violently 1 in love with 

my fair couſin; the attentions 1 payed her : 
were very pleaſing to my father, nor did ſhe 
ſeem averſe to them: In ſhort, in leſs than 


three weeks alter their arrival I was permit- 


ted, with declared approbation, to make my 


addreſſes to her: She had ſix thouſand pounds 


her father left her, beſides expectations at the : 
dlaeeath of her mother my father offered to 


make my fortune equivalent, and to take me 


into partnerſbip, conditionally that we reſided 
With 
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with him, for as I was not yet twenty, he 


thought we were too young to be left to our 


oven management, and Mrs. Medway my 
aunt, could not bear to reſide in London, . 
having a younger daughter in the country, 
| Who had a very bad ſtate of health. My fa- 


ther's conditions were readily ſubſcribed to, 
and the expiration of ſix months from my 
- mother's death was appointed for our mar- 


* 


and of a proud, inſolent, vain Woman, fond 


of admiration, and giving her huſband con- 


ſequence from the connexions ſhe would en- 


deavour to form. Tis impoſſible to repeat 2 


all they ſaid, nor the ſtrong impreſſions my 


mind received from their ill-timed ridicule. | 

Is could not diveſt myſelf of my paſſion for 

Nis Medway, but I ſcrutinized her every | 
look, 


I wrote Welſted and Rayner; in raptures, 
ol the happineſs I was ſoon: to enjoy, their 

anſwers mortified and vexed me. They run 
on with the moſt pointed irony on the bleſs- 
ings of a married life, drew pictures of an 
uxqtious, a hen=pe ck d, a contented cornuto, | 


ELLEN AND JULIA, 
look, word, and action, with a jealous eye, 
and frequently, as I thoughr, diſcovered a va- 
nity and levity in them which was only the 
effects of cheerful ſpirits and ſweetneſs of 
temper. 1 15 


Several letters paſſed between myſelf and 
friends, during four months, ſimilar to what 
I have related, and though ] ſtilf loved, yet 
it was not with that warmth, that eſteem and 
preference, I ought to have felt for the wo- 


man that was to be my wife; but, as I was 


cautious in my behaviour, my indifference 
was interpreted into reſpect, and propriety of 
conduct. To be ſhort, the day came that 


was to decide my future fate, I was married, 


and might have been, but for! my own folly, 

one of the happieſt, as I am now one of the 
moſt wretched of mankind. My wife had 
every endearing amiable quality that could 


adorn a woman, in ſpite of the prejudices I 


had imbibed I grew every hour more fond 


of her; my father doated on her, and, altho' 


I now and then received ironical letters from | 
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my two friends, their effect ſeemed to loſe 
ground every day. 


1 had been married about eight months, 


when, by a violent cold, which terminated 


in a fever of the brain, I loſt my worthy fa- 
ther: He had divided his property equally 


between my brother and ſelf, on his firſt ill. 
neſe, recommending us to a partnerſhip, as 


I was not yet one and twenty, and appointing 
a friend of his, a Mr. Newberry, my truſtee, 
for the few months I wanted being of age. 


Ruſſia declined the partnerſhip, and commiſ- 


ſioned an agent to ſettle all affairs between 


us; this was ſoon done, and I found myſelf 
poſſeſſed of near thirty thouſand pounds, and 


having two worthy men as clerks, I declined 
all offers of partnerſhip, and ende ow 


them and LORE: 


= Ts: ſoon after this I was moſt agreeably 

ſurpriſed by the arrival of my two friends; 

highly delighted, I introduced them to my | 

wite; ſhe received them with politeneſs and | 
| attention; 5 = 


My brother being married and ſettled in 


n * 
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attention ; Welſted was obliged to attend his 
father, but the old Mr. Rayner reſiding in 
Herefordſhire, I prevailed on his ſon to take 


his bed with me. One of the gentlemen who 
was in my counting houſe had lately lived 


with me; for, having no connexions in town, 


and wiſhing for an addition to our ſociety after 


the death of my father, I perſuaded him to 
reſide with us; he was about eight and twenty. 
had lived with my father four years before I 
came home, and was very high in his eſteem, 


nor did myſelf or my wife regard him leſs. 


Welſted waz with us every day, he brought 


- us tickets for every entertainment the town 
afforded, introduced ſeveral of his friends, 
and ſoon involved us in a career of pleaſure 


and diſſipation, which 1 grew paſſionately 


fond of, and uſed frequently to ſpend many 

days and nights from my amiable wife, who 
always received me with kindneſs, without 
the leaſt interrogation or complaint as to my 

manner of paſſing my time. She had lately 
ſhewn ſigns of pregnancy, which had given 
me much pleaſure, and” J. received the con- 


M 2 gratulation; 
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gratulations of my friends. I ſhould have 
told you, that previous to the death of my 


father, and frequently afterwards, I had ac- 


 commodated both Welſted and Rayner with 
little ſums of money, which I thought I was 
ſure of being repaid when they came of age. 
and felt much delight in having the power 
to oblige them; ſince their being in town 
their wants were more extended, ſtill I ſup- 
plied them with an unſparing hand, and was 
with difficulty e to take notes for the 
money. 


The expences I was drawn into, the ele- 
gant carriage and liveries I had been per- 
ſuaded to ſet up, and its concomitant charges, 
grew very heavy. Mr. Martin, the clerk I 
have mentioned, one morning, after apolo- 
_ gizing for the liberty he fele it his duty to 
take, ſaid, that for ſome weeks paſt he had 
been embarraſſed to-anſwer the frequent and 
large demands made upon me, that he every 


day expected ſome foreign bills to be pre- E 


fented, and that there was very little money 


in my banker's hands o anſwer them, and 
what 
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what ſtill more alarmed him, it was whiipered, 
a mercantile houſe abroad, to whom I had two 
ſhips conſigned, were on the eve of a bank- 
ruptcy, ſeveral of their bills having been pro- 
teſted. I was at firſt much alarmed at Mar- 

| tin's information, but young, thoughtleſs, and 
too ſanguine in my opinion of mankind, I re- 
flected, that within a few days I ſhould be of 
age, and ſome property more immediately in 
the care of my truſtee, (for he had declined 
| acting in the buſineſs of my commercial con- 
cerns) would fall into my hands; my friend 
Welſted would alſo be of age within two 
months, and from him I ſhould receive up- 
wards of two thouſand pounds, therefore al- 
together I could ward off preſent difficulties, 
and I deſired Mr. Martin to make out re- 
gular accounts of debtor and creditor, that I 
might wind up my affairs, and know exactly 
how I ſtood in the world. He ſeemed 
pleaſed with the directions I gave him, and 
aſſured me he would ſer about the taſk wün 
the utmoſt — 5 
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He had ſcarcely left me when Rayner came 
into the room ; there was, I ſuppoſe, a little 


remains of anxiery in my countenance, for he 
aſked if I was not well. Unaccuſtomed to 


have a thought concealed from my friends, ] 
related the preceding converſation, he changed 


colour, and appeared much ſurpriſed, was for | 


ſome moments ſilent, but recovering him- 
ſelf, pray, Taid he, with a myſterious ſmile, 
are you fatisfied with the integrity of your 


clerk ; he is a great favorite I obſerve with 
your lady, have you equal confidence in him? 
I was ſtartled with the obſervation and queſ- 


tion, but replied, that I had an implicit con- 


| fidence in him. My dear friend, cried he, 
a looking very ſerious, you have noble gene- 
rous ſentiments, incapable of judging unfa - 
verably of others, from the goodneſs of your 


own heart; I may be deceived, I hope I am, 
but there are certain traits in Martin I much 
diſlike; he has ſecured an intereſt in your 
lady's eſteem, you have given up every thing 


to his direction, and ſo much truſt and power 
lodged in the hands of a young man, is a 
| _ temptation 
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temptation that requires a wonderful ſtrength 


of mind and uncommon integrity I would 
adviſe you to look cautiouſly after him, for 


J am not ſingular in my opinion, Welſted 
thinks exactly as I do, and what I much diſ- 


like is, his particular attention to Mrs. — 


1 cannot give you any idea of the various 


emotions that all at once aſſailed me. For 
heaven's ſake, Rayner, cried I, what is it you 


mean, what have you obſerved in Martin's 


conduct towards me, or my wife, that can 
have given riſe to your ſuſpicions? My dear 
Frank, anſwered he very gravely, you know 
I love you, nor would I wound your peace 
for the world with any idle ſuſpicions, but 
this Martin I do not like; 'tis impoſſible your 
affairs can be ſo deranged if he acted up- 
rightly, the other clerk ſeems a meer cypher, 
and Martin carries all the authority. But 
my wife, Rayner, what did you mean by his 
particular attentions to her? Why, faith, 1 
think you muſt be blind if you do not ob- 
ſerve them yourſelf; however, take my ad- 
vice, get your accounts ſettled and then get 
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rid ofhim—mean time, as you are cautioned, 
you will be enabled to make your own ob- 
| ſervations. Welſted and two other gentle- 
men coming in prevented further conver- 
ſt tion at that time, but it made an indelible 
impreſſion on my mind, and created the vileſt 
and moſt unjuſt ſuſpicions both of my wife 
and Martin. The ſucceeding day, when! 
became of age, was appointed for a grand en- 
tertainment, and a very large party was in- 
vited; unhappy in my mind, I was but ill 
calculated to promote the feſtivity of the day, 
and inſtead of entertaining my gueſts, I was 
employed in watching the innocent objects 
of my jealouſy ; not a word or look eſcaped 
me, and I thought I ſaw enough in the be- 
| haviour of boch to juſtify my friend's obſer- 
vations: For, as Shakelpeare ſays, 


64 Trifles light as air, are, to the jealous, 
| « * Confirmations ng a8 proofs oĩ c holy writ,” | 


Filled with the moſt diſtracted ideas my 
manners were ſo ſtrange and capricious that 
my wife grew alarmed, and ſeveral times aſk- 
n OP. — rg 
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ed me if I was not well. I was diſpleaſed 


with her hypocriſy, and poor Martin, who 


conceived my dejection and inequality of 


temper proceeded from his information, 
ſought by every attention to raiſe my ſpirits. 


The company departed at an early hour, I 


retired to bed taking but very little notice of 
my wife, and paſſed a very ſleepleſs night. 
The next day I accompanied my friends to 
Epſom races, and ſcarcely knowing what I 


did, but hurried away by example and per- 


ſuaſion, I loſt upwards of twelve hundred 


pounds, beſides near five hundred which I 
engaged for on Welſted's account, who was 
alſo unlucky. Rayner made ſome berts with 


more ſucceſs, but he did not tell the amount. 
4 returned to town in a ſtate little ſhort of” 


| madneſs. Mr. Martin acquainted me the 
bond J had given at Eaton for ſix hundred 


and forty pounds had been preſented, and 


muſt be paid the following morning, all the 

| caſh he believed I could draw for then was 
not quite three hundred unleſs my banker 
would permit me to overdraw. This intel- 5 
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 ligence ſtuned me, I flew to Rayner's apart- 
ment, repeated what the other had told me, 


and aſked him if he could accommodate me 
with the loan of a few hundreds, as I knew 


he had been fortunate on the race ground, 
(You are to obſerve at that very time he 


owed me little leſs than three thouſand 
pounds.) I never ſhall forget his looks. — 


Good God! cried he, what an unfortunate 
fellow I am, I won upwards of two hundred 
Pounds and was fooliſhly perſuaded to lend 


it to a friend before I left the ground; ſure 
never was any thing ſo unlucky. I was con- 


vinced both from his manner and circum- 
ſtances this ſtory was not true, yet ſtill unſuſ- 


picious of his deceit, I concluded, as I knew 
he at that time kept a girl, that he had en- 


gaged it to her, or was bound to pay money 


for her, I therefore pardoned his not ſupply- 
ing me, but was a kttle ripleated at his want 


of confidence. 


1 ſpent adds uneaſy night, my ik was 


equally reſtlels, and ſighed very often. In 


the morning I wrote to Weltted, telling him 
BE TT 
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the bond was become due and payment de- 


manded; I then went into my counting 


houſe, and examined my books to ſee what 


money I could raiſe, and to my inexpreſſible 
vexation found Martin's information true. 
My temper irritated, I turned ſternly towards 


him, how comes it, Sir, ſaid I, that you have 


paid away ſuch large ſums, and driven me to 


ſuch difficulties, without long ago ſpeaking on 


the ſubject? You will pleaſe to remember, Sir, 
anſwered he, in a firm but reſpectful tone, 


that you long ſince gave me orders here, in 


| preſence of Mr. Moore, to pay all bills and 
demands upon you, which ſhould be made, 
without troubling you on the buſineſs; you 
know, Sir, I have frequently requeſted you 
would ſpare time to examine your books 
weekly, at leaſt monthly, it would have given 
much ſatisfaction to Mr. Moore and myſelf 
had you done fo, nor did I, 'till a few days 
ag0 ſuppoſe your caſh run ſo low at your 
banker 's, when I was informed, upwards of 
three thouſand pounds had been paid at dif- 
5 ferent times, by your order, to Mr. Welſted 


and 
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and Mr. Rayner. That, Sir, rephed I, very 


| havghtily, is no buſineſs of yours, I ſhall pro- 
vide againſt the preſent demand ſome other 
way, mean time I expect you make up your 
accounts with all expedition. I ſhall obey 


you, anſwered he, both for my own ſatisfac- 


tion and yours. I turned from him very 
much ruffled, at the door I met my wife, I 
was ſtartled, I thought ſhe appeared con- 
fuſed. Where are you going? I demanded. 
To aſk Mr. Martin for ſome paper and pens, 
anſwered ſhe in a hurried manner. A good 
excuſe, ſaid I, with a contemptuous look, and 
' Puſhed rudely by her. I haſtened to the 
- gentleman who had the preceding day deli- 
vered up his truſt to me, and the writings of 15 


an eſtate worth about two hundred a year, in 


Iſlington, of which my brother had a moiety 
of equal value ; I entreated him to ſupply me 
with five hundred pounds for an urgent de- 
mand I was not prepared for, depoſiting the 
writings again in his hands; he appeared ra- 


ther Curpriſed, yet, nevertheleſs, gave me an 


7 order on his banker; I returned and ſoon | 
after paid che bond. 


| Rayner l 
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Rayner and Welſted dined with me, the 
latter thanked me for diſcharging it, and was 
rejoiced that he ſhould be of age ſoon to re- 

turn me all his pecuniary obligations, When 
we were alone, (for Martin and my wife with- 
drew ſoon after dinner, though not together) 
I requeſted Welſted to give me his opinion 
of Martin, and what ſteps I had beſt purſue 
relative to my affairs. With a thouſand pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip he anſwered, my dear 
friend, if you command my ſentiments, I have 
no right to withhold them; tho” I am ſorry 
to give you pain, yet I muſt ſay I think that 
fellow, Martin, is too intimate with your wiſe, 
pray how long has he lived in your houſe? 
About ſeven "months, 1 replied. Umph r 
cried he, and I think you was married eight 
months before your lady ſhewed any ſigns of 
pregnancy, and ſhe is now about ſix months 
gone? Yes, I replied in a voice of rage and 
grief, yes; you are right, the conviction ſtares 
me in the face; ſhe was always partial to 
him, and ever pleaſed with his company; I : 
| feeI am the dupe of both, and well remem- 

85 ee 
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ber now the advice you both gave me be- 


fore I was married; fool, blockhead as I was, 
but I will be revenged on both. Do not be 


raſh, ſaid Rayner, you are ſtill in the raſcal's 


power ; wind up all your affairs, turn every 


thing into money, diſmiſs him with contempt, 
but do not let him have the gratification to 
think you are, jealous of him; go abroad with 
us and leave your faithleſs wife and her brat 


with a ſmall annuity to provide for themſelves, 


This wiſe and friendly adviſe I reſolved to 
follow, I treated my wife with a contempt 


and indifference that ſeemed to wound her 
very ſoul; 1 found her often in tears, which I 
regarded as duplicity and art; ſhe frequently 
requeſted to know what ſhe had done to diſ- 
pleaſe me, but I declined giving any expla- 
nation of my conduct; ſhe once or twice took 
notice of my diſlike to Mr. Martin, and ſpoke 
in his favor, which only increaſed my hatred 
to both. He perſevered in his uſual mode of 
behaviour, always reſpectful, attentive and 
diligent ; ſometimes my opinion of him would 
be ſtaggered, but the high idea I entertained 


of © 


Pe 


Nabu cobra OP 
FT. 4g W. 2:6 
1 7 —* 2 . 
8 * OED” CI 


n E bg Prot” + . . 

* © IM © >+Þ oi . e » n > SM 2 "oh, * 

7 eee 8 2 LIE SYS; 7 Pg 7 2 

5 e eee ee eee e eee N N 8 
7 3 9 hs hers 


ELLEN AND JULIA. 255 


of my good friends' judgment, and the poiſon 


they had infuſed into my mind were too well 


rooted to be expelled eaſily. 


Within a fortnight Mr. Martin, requeſted 
my preſence in the counting houſe, where he 


and Mr. Moore had prepared their accounts 


and made up their books. Every thing was 


accurate and perfectly plain, not a ſingle er- 


| ror appeared, and he produced vouchers for 


every ſhilling he had paid, but when I came 


to the balance, allowing for my property in 
thoſe two ſhips whoſe fate was yet uncertain, 


and excluſive of my ſmall eſtate at Iſlington, 


1 found I was not worth two thouſand pounds 
in the world! Judge of my ſurpriſe and 
horror! In ſo Mort a time a property of near 


thirty thouſand pounds diſſipated, ſeemed al 


moſt incredible to thoſe unacquainted with 


the quick tranſition of money at the gaming 
tables, or on the turf, I had proofs that from 
thoſe deteſtable exceſſes ſprung the evils with : 
which I was now. overwhelmed ; for though = 
vanity and equipage had made great demands, 
yet economy might have enabled me to ſup- 


port 
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port them had not extravagance and my 
friends wants claimed ſo * a ſhare, 


When I had inſpected every voucher and 


had reaſon to be ſatisfied with the exactitude 
that appeared in my books, Mr. Martin 


aſked me if I thought he had acted uprightly. 


I was hurt at the queſtion, yet could not but 
reply in the affirmative. Well then, Sir, ſaid 
he, every thing being now ſettled, I. muſt beg 
leave to leave your houſe this day, I have 


obtained another ſituation in the houſe of Mr. 
Thompſon, where I ſhall be always ready to 
attend your commands, and explain every 
part of my conduct that may require inveſti- 
gation, either in your commercial concerns, 
or in my private character; but ſuſfer me, Sir, 
before we part, to tell you, a time may come | 


when the inſinuations of falſe friends, to the 


prejudice of one who has your real intereſt at 
heart, will be laid open, and the duplicity of 


one and the ſincerity of the other will be fairly 
judged: Taking his hat, he made me a low 
= bow and withdrew. = 
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I was ſpeechleſs for a moment, Moore, 


the under clerk, ſaid, I am ſorry, Sir, you 


will loſe Mr. Martin, he 1s one of the moſt 
ſteady young men, and of the ftricteſt inte- 


grity I ever knew. Recovering from my re- 


verie, we are all liable to be deceived, replied 


1 coolly, and giving ſome general orders I left 
him under very great and painful emotions. 


Going into my wife's dreſſing-room I met 


Martin coming out, and found her in tears : 
Exceſſively enraged I ſpoke with unuſual 
harſhneſs, which rather increaſed than ſtop- 
* ped them, and provoked me ſo highly that I 
inſulted her in the moſt opprobicus terms I 
could expreſs, until ſhe dropped ſenſeleſs at 
my feet. The ſight of an object once ſo dear 
to me, quite motionleſs, recalled a momentary 
tenderneſs, I rung for aſſiſtance and on the 
entrance of her woman left the room, I was 
ſoon after joined by my two friends, and ex- 
preſſed my vexation at the great reduction of 


my fortune, they looked at each other with 


_ aſtoniſhment ; at laſt, is it poſſible, cried Wel- 
ſted, * can be reduced lo low 1 in caſh ? : ih 
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Having aſſured him it was but too true, and 
that my chief dependance reſted upon the two 
ſhips I had abroad; they adviſed me to give 
up bufineſs, ſell my ſmall eftate, realize all 
my property, and go abroad, a ſcheme I very If 
readily adopted. A ft w days after this, intel- 
ligence arrived which put an end to every | 
flattering hope. One of the ſhips I depended 
upon had 'ſprung a leak in a gale the night 
after ſhe arrived to her deſtined port, and to 
which ſhe was infured, and in ſpite of every [7 
aſſiſtance (for the ſea ran tco high to afford I 
2 much) that could be given, was driven out 
from the harbour and foundered: The other 
inip nad a villam or̃ a Capiain, who Eantrivel 
to get a quantity of tobacco on board, which 
was contraband, and immediately made an 
information himſelf, by which means the ſhip 


and cargo were ſeized, and he obtained half 


the value for his information, with which he 
retired up the country, nor have I ever heard 
of him ſince. Such was the news I received, 
the blow was deciſive, I could recover no- 
thing from the inſurers, and the credit of my 
houſe | Was completely ruined, 80 1 
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1 took a ſmall houſe at Putney, ſent my 
wife there, ſhe behaved like a heroine:—Do 
not deſpond, my love, you have Rtill, from 
your eſtate, a decent income, my fix thouſand 
pounds are ſafe, we have enough to procure 
content and happineſs ſuperior to thouſands, 

I wiſh for nothing more than your affection 
and a decent competency, I was ſtruck with 
| ker words and behaviour, I preſſed her to 
my boſom, and promiſed to be guided by 


| Alas! 'was the reſolution of a moment. 
My two friends condoled with me, their 


 friendthip was a baim to my heart; I fold 


every thing, paid every one, even the gen- 
tleman who had the writings of my eſtate, and 
on winding up found I had not more than 
twelve hundred pounds, excluſive of that pro- 
perty in Iſlington, in the world, except the 
ſums my friends owed me, which I ſhould 
| ſoon receive, and determined to place abroad 
for my ule, leaving the eſtate for my wite's 
ſupport, for I had too much pride to make 
her infidelity known, neither indeed could 1 
| adduce 
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adduce any proofs of it, but I believed it, and 
therefore every mark of her affection I con- 
ſidered as acts of duplicity. After ſhe was 
ſettled at Putney, I continued in town, par- 
taking every riot and diſſipation with my beſt 
friends, in order to drown care and reflection. 
I diſregarded her preſſing entreaties to come 


to her, although ſhe every hour expected 


child, but ſtrongly prejudiced that the infant 
could not be mine, I determined not to be 
preſent; within a fortnight Welſted would be 


of age, I knew I ſhould receive my money | 


85 he had ſome thouſands in his own right; | 


| Rayner had yet five months to arrive at five | 
and twenty, to which time his grandfather 


had limitted the poſſeſſion of an eſtate of eight 
hundred a year, in Ireland, with a conſider- 
able ſum of money; the time therefore drew | 


very near when I ſhould be reimburſed in 
” ſome thouſands, and our intended tour take 


: 1 had, at this time, lodgings in Jermyn- 
Street, and ſaw my friends every day. One 
morning they called on me, and Welſted, 5 
0 ro Vith 
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with evident vexation told me, he was obli- 
ged to attend his father the next morning into 
- Oxfordſhire, relative to his affairs, and ſhould 
be wanting five days; Rayner, who vilited at 
his father's, was to accompany him, and he 
coolly atked me to do the ſame, but as I had 
very ſeldom been at his father's houſe, and 
thought he treated me with a ſupercilious air 
I did not like, I declined the invitation; we 
parted with regret, they aſſured me of their 
return in five days, which I told them I ſhould 


employ in preparations for my departure to 


the continent. The fourth day after they 


left me I took it into my head to go down 


to Putney and acquaint my wife with the a ar- 
rangemnents I had made. 


On my arrival at the houſe and knocking 

for admittance, the ſervant let me in; I aſked 
for her miſtreſs, ſhe was in the garden, ſhe 
faid, with Mr. Martin; my blood boiled with 
rage, I ran rather than walked to the garden, 

and ſaw them walking down a gravel walk - 

| with their backs towards me, I followed with 
quick ſteps, and was cloſe upon them before 

* . a 
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they ſaw or heard me. What right, Sir, I 
_ exclaimed, have you to viſit my wife when I 
am not preſent? She uttered a faint ſcream, 
he was a little ſtartled at my ſudden appear- 
ance and peremptory tone, but quickly re- 
plied, no right, Sir, but what friendſhip and 
reſpect gives me. How dare you profane 
the name of friendſhip, you who have wrong- 


ed me in the tendereſt point; but I ſhall make 


no words, inſtantly leave this houſe and follow 


me. I turned abruptly, my wife caught my 
arm, hear me, Sir, do not give way to paſſion 


and wrong conceptions, let me explain Mr. 


| Martin's motives,” I wreſted my arm from 


her with ſuch violence that ſhe fell, Martin 


flew to aſſiſt her: I dragged him from her | 
foaming with rage, and having my horſe whip | 
in my hand (coming down on horſeback) I | 


handled it with great ſeverity. My wife 


fainted. After ſeveral endeavours he wrench- 
cd it from my hand; he was evidently in much 
pain: Preſerve your innocent unfortunate 
wife, ſaid he, and call on me to-morrow at 
eleven, No. 27, America-Square, you ſhall | 
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then do me juſtice. With difficulty he walked 


away; ſomething like remorſe ſtruck me, but 


when I looked down on my wife, paſſion 


again predominated : I ſaw the ſervant run- 
ing towards me, Martin had ſent her, I aſſiſted 
in raiſing her miſtreſs, and we got her into 


the houſe ; when I ſaw her ſenſes were re- 


turning I left the room, ſaying, I would re- 
turn in the morning, but in truth I only in- 
tended writing her, before I ſaw Martin, to 
upbraid and take leave of her for ever. I re- 
turned to Jermyn-Street, fat down and exe- 


cuted ſome writings preparatory to my en- 


gagement next day, and though on cool re- 
flection I had no inclination to dueling, nor 
thought I ought | to riſk my life for a faithleſs 
woman, yet the ſhameful treatment I had 
given Martin called upon me, as a man cf 
honor, to meet him. Under this conviction 
I was determined to act, I knew neither of 
my friends could be returned, therefore choſe . 


to 20 alone. 


I paſſed a ſleepleſs night, nevertheleſs I was 


_ punctual to the hour: On n for Mr. 
1 15 Martin, Ly 


* 
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Martin, the ſervant informed me he was ex- 

n ill in bed, but that if my name was 

Mr. Martin wiſhed to ſee me. I fol- 
lowed him. On the ſtairs we met a gentle- 

man, that is the ſurgeon, ſaid he. I aſked him 

how his patient did. Very ill, Sir, he replied, 


His fever is very high, and his bruiſes very 
conſiderable, if you are going to his room 

pray ſpeak very little, he is not fit for com- 
pany. I felt a kind of gloomy pleaſure that 
J had fo well revenged myſelf; and entered. 


his apartment with ſentiments very unbecom- 


ing a chriſtian. But here, ſaid the gentleman, 
J muſt pauſe, the recollection is too power- 
ful, for my feelings, excuſe me for a few mi- 
nutes, I will return and finiſh my horrible ſtory. 


preſently. Saying this he walked haſtily 


away, leaving Evelyn anxious and much in- 


- tereſted for the event. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


I E, was wanting near twenty minutes, and 
L ſeemed to be ſtruggling for reſolution 
and compoſure. When I entered Martin's 
room, continued he, I was ſhocked to ſee the 
alteration, I ſtarted as I drew near the bed, he 
was groaning with pain. J am glad to ſee 
you, Sir, though unable to attend you; had I 
been well I ſhould have diſdained to have re- 
1 | quired an explanation, though I gueſs the 
'S _ cauſe of the ill treatment I have received; 
4 but now I demand from you every particular 
F which has given riſe to your behaviour for 
W theſe laſt three months.” He ſpoke with dif- 
1 ficulty, and 1 felt a painful ſenſation that for 
ga moment ſtopped my tongue, but recover- 
ing, I upbraided him with the duplicity of 
, + = - . 
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his conduct, and the ſeduction of my wife. 
Stop, Sir, he cried, dare not accuſe me of 


crimes my ſoul diſdains, nor blight the cha- 


racter of an angel—ſuch is your wife: Tell 


me, firſt, how you left the unhappy ſufferer? 


Perfectly recovered, I rephed, ſullenly. Thank 


heaven, returned he; I find I am incapable 
of a long detail, let me tell you then, briefly, 


you have been the dupe of two vile infamous 


men; Rayner himſelf loved and attempted _ 


your virtuous wife, diſappointment made him 


her enemy; they, and they only, have been 


your ruin; to ſupply their extravagancies 


they ſeduced you to follow their example; 
they did juſtice to my integrity and love for 


you and your wife; me, therefore, they hated, 


and doubtleſs infuſed thoſe ſuſpicions into 
your mind, which you now upbraid me with, 
and now they have left, forſaken you, and 
5 laugh at your credulity. What do you mean, 
They have 
left England, replied he, they have deceived 


cried I haſtily, by forſakirg me? 


you; I have kept an attentive eye upon them 


for ſome time, and i It was to communicate 
my 
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my diſcoveries that I went to Putney, I did 


not chooſe to intrude myſelf upon you, but 
eſteem and honor urged me to acquaint your 


lady with the intelligence I had gained, and 
now I ſolemnly declare, I never had the leaſt 


improper affection for her, only the higheſt 


reſpect, and that attachment which her merit 
claims from every one. I pity you, nay I can 
do more, I can forgive you; yet, ifI live, we 


muſt meet once more, but until you again 


hear from me Lwiſh not to ſee you; reſpect 
your wife, do juſtice to her virtues, tis the 


oy reparation. you can make. 


His laſt words were ſpoken with evident 


pain, and he turned from me with a groan 


that pierced my heart, and rouſed me from 
the aſtoniſhment he had thrown me into. I 


aroſe, if what you ſay is true, Mr. Martin, ; 


1 am the baſoſt and moſt contemptible of 15 
q | mankind, never ſhall I forgive myſelf, nor 
can the meaneſt humiliation I could make 
But I fly to obtain a certainty 


of my folly, and ſhall then conſider what £ 
owe to you. 


No: I 
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I left the houſe inſtantly, took a hackney 


coach, and drove to Lord Welſted's. On 


aſking for his Lordſhip the porter informed 
me he was gone down to Oxfordſhire. Is 


Mr. Welſted within? deman ded I. O; no, 
Sir, he replied, my young maſter left England 


five days ago, to go abroad for three years. 


I felt an odd ſenſation that almoſt choaked 


me, but fafteringly I aſked it Mr. Rayner was 
gone with him. He replied in the affirm- 
ative. Conviction of their baſeneſs now 


flaſhed upon me at once, I turned from the 


door, and, ſcarcely in my ſenſes, returned to 


my lodgings, there I found a meſſenger wait- 
Ing for me, from Putney, my wife was dan- 
_ gerouſly ill and requeſted to ſee me. 


Judge of my feelings 1 


the injury I had done her! The miſery of 
that moment cannot be deſcribed; the intel - 
7; licence annihilated every idea but of her, and 
I flew down to Putney in a ſtate little hort 
of madneſs. On my arrival I was conducted 3 
to her bed-fide, the was in agonies of pain; a 
woman, whom I found was a a midwife, with 


her: | 
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her: Underſtanding her ſituation, I ſent off 
expreſs for a gentleman of eminence 1n the 
profeſſion ; I threw myſelf on my knees, I ba- 
thed her hand with my tears—Charlotte, n my 
dear Charlotte, forgive your murderer, was 
all I could utter. Forgive, repeated ſhe in a 
voice of- anguiſh, do you, my love, pardon 
me, you are not to blame, believe me inno- 
cent, love my memory, and I ſhall die V. 


I cannot repeat the ſcene chat vaſe, the 
remembrance | 1s too poignant for repetition, 
gladly would I have given up life to have 

_ preſerved her from the dreadful pangs ſhe 
ſuffered. The ſurgeon at length came, 1 
was deſired to quit the room, in leſs than 
half an hour I was rouſed from the floor _ 
where TI had thrown myſelf, with the news of . 
her deliveiy. Intoxicated with joy I flew. to nd 
her room, the Doctor requeſted I would not 
talk, but after ſome time ſitting by her ſhe 
appeared compoſcd and caſy; ſhe ſaid, I wiſh 
to be alone for a few minutes with my be- 
loved huſband : the Doctor whiſpered me, 


N "0 N 
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he would not leave the houſe, the women 
withdrew to the adjoining room. 


Unable to ſpeak, I preſt her hand to my 
livs, and viewed her with eyes that ſpoke not 
my l.eart if they did not overflow with love, 
ſorrow, and repentance; ſhe ſaw my emo- 
_ tions—Do not reproach yourſelf, ſaid ſhe 
ſcebly, had I not concealed the baſeneſs of 
Rayner, nothing of this kind might have hap- 

pened; but tell me, tell me truly, what has 
paſſed between you and poor Martin, have 
you ſeen him? I have, I replied, he has told 
me all, I have been the baſeſt of mankind, 5 
the villains Welſted and Rayner are fled to 
the Continent. Thank heaven, replied ſhe, 
raiſing her eyes, then all is ſafe; make me 
one promiſe, and I will ever bleſs you | . 
Name it, I cried, and ] ſwear you ſhall be 
| obeyed. Never, then, ſeek thoſe wretches 
nor place your life in a hazard to be revenged 
of them, promiſe me you will never chal- | 
lenge either. Judge of my love, and your 
power over me, when I ſolemnly declare I ne- 
ver will; let them er their villany, we 
have 
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have ſtill enough to make us happy. She 


ſighed deeply, but recovering a little, thanked 
me for the eaſe I had given to her mind, and 
requeſted the women might return. When 


they came in I recollected my infant, it was 


a boy, I turned and bleſſed them both, then 
went down ſtairs to the Doctor: He ſaid, I 
am glad you have left the room, your lady 
is very weak, and muſt be kept very ſtill. 
He returned to her apartment, leaving me in 


a ſtate of mind the moſt miſerable that can 


be conceived from my anxiety. 


Alas! I was ſoon to be freed from appre- 


i henſion, and a dreadful certainty took place! 


In leſs than half an hour a ſervant. entered uy 


the room, bathed in tears. Oh! Sir, come, 
come to my miſtreſs. I ran to the bed-fide 
where all were aſſembled, and my much in- 
jured wife juſt recovered from a fainting fit; 
ſhe knew me: I threw myſelf on the bed. 
My deareſt huſband, faid ſhe, in a voice 
ſcarcely articulate, we muſt part, be com- 
poſed, ſubmit to the will of heaven; I go be- 
fore you, I truſt God will one day unite us to 


N 4 1 wh 
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part no more: Take care of your life, 'tis 


my laſt requeſt, be reſigned, live to do good 


to others, and forgive them who have injured 
us—we are happy, they are wretched. She 
pauſed to take breath, ſeeing me in inexpreſ- 
ſible agonies. My deareſt love, ſtrengthen Þ 
your mind, added the dying faint, why ſhould |? 

we conſider death as an evil, or be more af- | 
fllicted at · the approach of it, than of the 
| thouſand evils we are hourly ſubject to? If 


we conduct ourſelves with propriety in life, 


tis a debt due to nature, and we quit a trou- 
bleſome world to enjoy everlaſting happineſs, 
Do not repine, I am happy ſooneſt, rather 
rejoice in my felicity ; I go before, wait your | 7 
appointed time, and we ſhall be united for | 
Here her voice failed | 
he tried to ſpeak but it was an effort only; 
me preſt my hand, and whilſt my eyes were 
cagerly fixed on hers, a cold dew fell upon 
her face, her eyes cloſed, and with ſcarce a 
| ſigh her ſpirit fled to that God ſhe had adored | 
and ſerved to the beſt of her abilities here on 
earth. 


ever. If my child 
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Thus, by the cruel deceit, the perSdy of 
the moſt wicked of mankind, and by the cre- 


dulity and f.i'y of a thoughtleſs and unwor- 
thy huſband, one of the moſt amiable wo- 
men in the world had her life embittered by 


ſorrow, inſulted by neglect, and cut off from 
every earthly enjoyment before ſhe arrived 


at the age of twenty. I fee your {ſenſibility 
is wounded, faid the unfortunate man to Eve- 


lyn, you mult pity though you may deſpiſe 
me: Alas! years of ſufferings cannot atone _ 
for crimes like minc—but I will haſten to 
conclude. 


What paſſed immediately after the death of 


my angel wife I know not, I was carried 
lenſeleſs to another room. On my recovery 
the worthy Doctor endeavoured to calm the 


tumult of my mind, not by vain conſolations, 


no — he indulged, he applauded my grief; 
You have reaſon to regret, ſaid he, your loſs 

is irreparable, and man, ſelfiſh: man, feels only 
for himſelf; you are for ever deprived of an 
amiable wife, a lovely and beloved compa- 
nion; well may you be aff icted and given up 


* 3 to 
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to ſorrow, that ſhe ſhould—be happy ſo ſoon; 
that ſhe whom you poſſibly loved better than 
life, ſhould be releaſed from a world of trou- 
ble, miſery, and falſhood ; that eſcaping the 
thouſand unavoidable accidents in life, the 
decripitude of old age, the loſs of friends, and 
perhaps a lingering death by many years of 
ill health; well may you, my good Sir, if you 
conſider your preſent gratification only, mourn 
for your angelic wife: But if, diveſted of felf, 
you reflect the angel you regret is now 

happy, for ever happy, can you, dare you 


wiſh to recall her from a ſtate of bleſſedneſfs 


to a corrupted world? O, no, continued he, 
ſeeing me ſtartled by the ſolemnity of his 
manner, I will not think ſo meanly of you, 
prove your affection by rejoicing at her bea- 
tification, and ſubmit with manly firmneſs 
to the diſpenſations of the Almighty. 


I aroſe and embraced the worthy monitor, 
1 promiſed to be compoſed, but added, mine 
is no common loſs, there are circumſtances 

vchich embitter the ſeverity of the ſtroke, 
which never can be eraſed from my Memory. 


My 
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My dear Sir, anſwered he, when a man is 
deeply wounded he 1s apt to think he mono- 
poliſes all the miſeries of life, nor can the 
misfortunes of others alleviate ours, yet, as I 
was getting into my carriage, a friend ſtop- 
ped me, and mentioned a moſt melancholy 
event, an expreſs had juſt arrived from Do- 
ver, with an account, that the Expedition, 
Packet, from thence to Calais, was loſt the 
preceding night in a gale of wind, only two 
_ perſons were ſaved, and among thoſe who 
| periſhed was the only ſon of Lord Welſted. 
I ſtarted and exclaimed, a ſon of Lord Wel- 
ſted's? Ves, he replied, and with him ſome 
other young man of faſhion, going on their 
travels; his Lordſhip is in the country, judge 
what mult be his feelings when he receives 
the account—his only hope in life is gone, 
neither wife nor child'to ſupport the decline of 
lite: Alas! my dear Sir, all human miſery 
is but comparative, and he beſt obeys the will 


ol his Creator that ſtruggles for firmneſs and 
ſubmiſſion to his decrees, 
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The Doctor might have gone on for hours 
without being interrupted, I was enjoying the 
gloomy delight of retribution, and judged, 
heaven had puniſhed the wretches with lols 
of life, for their ingratitude and villany to 
me; but, when he ſtopped, awaking as from 
a dream, I caught his hand with an eagerneſs 
that ſtartled lim You have reſtored me to 
life, Sir, heaven is juſt, and has taken from 
the world the moſt unworthy of mankind— 
to that ſon of Lord Welſted's and his friend 
1] owe all my misfortunes, and the death of 
| = that angelic woman, a victim to their baſe- 
[ - neſs. I related to him what I have repeated 
© 0 you, and in that good man found a com- 
1 forter and friend. To be brief, for 1 have 
4 | been tedious in my ſtory, three days after my 

wite was interred my little boy died in con- 

= vulſions, the conſequence, doubtleſs, of the 
* ts with which his unhappy mother was ſeized 
4 trom the moment I left her that night, when 

treated poor Martin ſo unworthily. Thus 
1 contidered myſelf as the murderer of my 
vile and Chil. — Dreadful thought! 1 re- 
mained | 
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mained at Putney near a fortnight, I had writ- 
ten to Mrs. Medway, and reſigned over to 
her daughter, the ſix thouſand pounds I had 


received, and which was in truſt for my wife 


and children, and to which I was, by her death 
entitled. 


On my return to town, overwhelmed with 
the moſt deſponding melancholy, I fent to 


enquire after Martin, the anſwer returned 


was, that he had been conveyed into the 


_ country a few days before, but in ſo miſer- 
able a ſtate from the bruiſes he had received. 
from ſome villains, (robbers it was ſuppoſed) 
that there was very little proſpect of his re- 
covery. This was another victim to my 
crimes! The world grew hateful. to me, a 
thouſand times I was tempted to put a final 
end to a painful exiſtence, but heaven, in its 
mercy, ſpared me that dreadful completion, 
and inſpired me with the idea af retiring to 
ſome wild ſolitude, where I might live and 


repent unknown to all the world, for I de- 


teſted mankind, and thought l men villains. 
I never tried to recover any money from 


9 „ 
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Lord Welfted, or Rayner's father, I had no 
wants to gratify, no relations who wanted 
pecuniary aſſiſtance, I therefore diſpoſed of 
my eſtate, and gave up every thing ro my 
brother, except an annuity of one. hundred 
a year, which is remitted quarterly to a gen- 
tleman at Kendal, tor my ule. 
|-yeavelled al ED England before I could 
meet with a ſituation remote and deſerted; 
this ſpot at laſt engaged my attention, I ſaw 
a mean ſolitary hut, inhabited by a poor pea- 
ſant, his wife, and three naked children, about 
two miles from hence on the ſide of the op- 
poſite hill, here I fixed my reſidence; I pur- 
chaſed a decent bed and furniture, ſome ne- 
ceſſaries in the plaineſt ſtile, fitted up a room 
free from the inclemency of the weather, and 
to the inconceivable ſurpriſe of thoſe poor 
creatures, accommodated myſelf ta their 
mode of living, with the addition of a good 
Joint of meat on a Sunday, and a ſide of bacon 
for an occaſional raſher. T he man was ho- 
neſt and induſtrious, yet his whole earnings | 
a. not amount to three ſhillings a week. I 
gave 5 
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gave them five ſhillings a week for my room, 
and found moſt of their proviſions; I cloathed 
the poor children, and undertook to teach 
them reading and writing, it was a relief to 
my mind, and when 1 eld not walk was 
my chief employment. Thus, before I was 
' two and twenty I abandoned the world and 
all irs deluſions, and have lived ſixteen years 
without exchanging a word with any human 
being but thoſe worthy peaſants ; their chil- 
dren are grown up, and are placed in credit- 
able ſervices: Old as I appear 1 am not yet 


= forty, time has ſubdued the poignancy of my 


| ſorrows, but remorſe and habitual melan- 
choly makes me ſhun all mankind. 


Thus, young man, I Va related my es 
let | it warn you againſt the duplicity and pre- 
tended friendſhip of idle diſſipated men, be 
E aſſured they are incapable of feeling one ſpark 
of real eſteem, and that in your credulity they 
| ſeek. the gratification of their own ſelfiſh 

views which muſt end in your deſtruction — 
Learn alſo to diſtruſt thoſe who would poiſon 
your mind with Jealouly and mean doubts of 
your 
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your wife and friends ; judge for yourſelf, be 
| candid and explicit, let ſincerity and frankne ſs 

be the guide of your actions, and, above all, 

never introduce a man as an inmate into your 

houſe, until you are well convinced that his 


character and principles will ſtand the teſt of 


enquiry ; had I, ſaid he, claſping his hands, 


had I been more circumſpect in my choice 


of companions, I ſhould not have lived 'till 
this hour a prey to ſorrow and remorſe, a 


murderer of my wite and child! Ending theſe 
Words he roſe from his feat, and walked for 
ſome minutes in great agitation, then turning 


to Evelyn, if, after what I have related, you 


think the acquaintance of ſuch a wretch de- 


ſerving your notice, meet me to-morrow and 
I will conduct you to my, cottage, there you 
will ſce honeſt poverty enjoying that content 
which proſperous villany never can attain. 
Without waiting for a reply, he went through 
the door, and left Evelyn under a variety of 
emotions which his ſtory had given birth to. 


N - od heaven! thought he, as he Waldeck 
homewards, how extraordinary, that in this- 
remote 
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remote corner of the kingdom I ſhould meet 
with ſuch, I hope, uncommon inſtances of 
the baſeneſs and duplicity of mankind; can 
we be virtuous and happy only by avoiding 
ſociety? 
live alone, nor can evil be predominant in 
the world, I will not judge fo uncharitably : 


Surely, no; man was not made to 


'Tis a want of prudence, of a proper diſcri- 


mination, that ſubjects us to the vices and ill 
deſigns of wicked men; and if we guard 
againſt the duplicity of mankind, 'tis alſo ne- 
ceſſary to watch carefully over our own pro- 
penſities, for as they point we are generally 
biaſſed towards good or evil, and follow the 

lead of the companions of our choice. 


Running on the ww he had heard, he 


returned to ls mother, and not being enjoin- 


ed ſecreſy, communicated it to her. She 


perſuaded him to cultivate the acquaintance, 
it may be advantageous to both, ſaid ſhe, 


equally amuſing and inſtructive, The fol- 


lowing day Evelyn did not fail to renew his 
Walk, and was ſoon joined by his unfortunate 


acquaintance : Alter mutual falutations he 


ven 5 
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very readily agreed to accompany him to his 
_ cottage. 


two long vaulted paſſages, from which aſ- 


cending ſome ſteps, by ancther door, they 


came into a beautiful valley, and from thence, 
mounting the oppoſite hill, deſcended gradu- 


_ eliy down a rocky barren ſide of it, and ar- 
Tived at the cottage; its outward appearance 


was mean enough, but inſide eyery thing was 


perfectly neat and clean; a pleaſant little gar- 
den lay on one ſide, and a covered hut on 


the other, to ſhelter their cow at night. The 


old woman, in her coarſe though clean ap- 
parel, was employed in the buſldels bf the 
houſe, her looks were mild and cheerful, ſne 
haſtened to bring them ſeats, and preſently | 
brought forth a bowl of milk and ſome fruit, 
| Good dame, faid her lodger, I have brought 
a viſitor, the clergyman of the parith, do you 
know him? No, indeed, Sir, you know, ever 
ſince your hcnor lived here, you pray and 
preach to us, and fo as 'tis a long way, and 
: poor Roger works hard all "we week, ſol 
3 loves 1 


Going out at the door they paſſed 
through a long pleaſant piazza, and after that 
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loves to ſet down quietly of a Sunday, and no 
offence to this good gentlemen, I am ſure 
he can't talk better, or give us more good 
advice than you, do; bleſſed be the day that 


you came here, and thank God you have got 
ſomebody to talk to better than us poor folks. 


The old woman, glad likewiſe to have ſome- 


body to talk to, would have gone on with 
the garrulity natural to old age, had not a 
look ſilenced her, and a nod towards the door 
obliged her to leave the room. A very long 


and intereſting converſation enſued; Mr. 


Evelyn related the ſtory of Mr. Woodville, 
and from thence took occaſion to blame that 
= miſanthropy | which detached people from 


the world, in conſequence of diſappointments 
they incurred from their own miſconduct; 


and, after many arguments, he at length per- 


ſuaded the gentleman, whoſe name he ac- 


1 5 knowledged to be Hammond, to viſit at the 
= Caſtle, to cultivate the ſociety of his mother 
and himſelf, and think more favorably of - 
= mankind. | 


After 
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After this day they were ſeldom ſeparate 
from each other, and, as it often happens, 
after a ſecluſion from the world for any time, 
we return to it again with double eagerneſs 
and freſh avidity, ſo Mr. Hammond found ſo 

much delight in the converſation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Evelyn, that he often ſtaid two or three 
days * with them. 
It 1 was during one of thoſe viſli chat Mr. 
Evelyn was ſurpriſec by a letter from Lord 
A—, with the preſentation to a living in Kent, 
as has been. before mentioned, accompanied 
With a handſome preſent to pay his travelling 4 
expences; equally aſtoniſned and gratiñ. 0 = 
he was at · no loſs to gueſs from w at quarter | 
the unexpe ed gift derived its ſource — tis 
to Mrs. Woodville, to her charming daugh- 
ters, cried he, that 1 am indebted, the favor 
is not a voluntary ons from Lord A—, and 
my mind revolts againſt the acceptance of it. 
That, my dear ſon, replied his mother, would 


be an ill judged pride, pardon me for ſaying | 


ſo, I feel no obligation to his Lordſhip, he is 2 
; ww diſcharging a debt, for ſuch I regard the 
ſolema | 
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| ſolemn promiſe he made your father to pro- 
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vide for you, and it would be an unworthy 
return to our kind and generous benefactreſſes 
to refuſe a gift they have doubtleſs ſolicited, 


and feel as much pleaſure in beſtowing as you 


can have in receiving. Well, Madam, re- 


plied her ſon, I believe you are right, tis 


my misfortune, added he with a ſigh, to live 


in a ſtate of obligation, and as that muſt be, 
I ought to be thankful for the favors J re- 
ceive— turning his eyes on Mr. Hammond, 
who ſeemed loſt in thought, what are your 
ſentiments, my good friend? That you have 
= ruined my peace, anſwered he: Do not be 
ſurpriſed at my aſſertion, you have taught 
me the value of ſociety, that I might feel, in 
a more painful degree, the horror of living 
alone; for many years, until I {aw you, I 
never breathed a ſingle wiſh for a companion, 
| you laboured, you torced me to overcome 
my repugnance, you have taught me to love 
your good mother and yourſelf; I was be- 
ginning to feel content; peace, to which 5 
: Nan — been a Anger again viſiced my 


boſom, 
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boſom, and now, what is the conſequence ? 
TI am to return to my ſolitary cottage more 
wretched than ever, from having taſted bleſs- 
ings I am now to be for ever deprived of — 
Fool that I was, what had I to do with man- 
kind after being fo TY years ſecluded from 
them. 


He aroſe and traverſed the room in great 
diſorder, Evelyn alſo aroſe, and, taking him 
by the arm, ſaid, earneſtly, is it poſſible you 
ſhould think I would leave you here? The 

other in a tone of great ſurpriſe replied, leave 

me here, for heaven's ſake, where do you 
ſuppoſe I ſhall go to? With us, anſwered : 
5 Evelyn, in a friendly voice; yes, with us, 
cannot part with you; I am alone in the 
| world, no relations or friends but my reſpect- 
able mother; young, unacquainted with man- 
i kind, I want a friendly hand to guide me, 


one, who from experience can adviſe and | 


direct my ſteps aright—In ſhort I want Mr. 
Hammond. Me! replied he, in a tone of 


. aſtoniſhment, can you ſuppoſe ] will again 


emerge into the world. 1 ſuppoſe nothing, 
anſwered 
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anſwered Evelyn, but that your friendſhip for 
my mother and myſelf will inſpire you with 
_ reſolution to accompany us, you ſhall have 
an apartment to yourſelf, and live as retired 
with us as you can in your cottage, we will 
never intrude nor even ſolicit your company, 
for that ſhall be a voluntary favor for which 
we ſhall be thankful. Hammond ſhook his 
head in ſilence. We have time enough to diſ- 
cuſs this point, ſaid Mrs. Evelyn, we cannot 
leave the caſtle without giving Mrs. Wood- 
ville time to arrange her future houſehold, | 
True, rephed her ſon, I — write to her | 
b immediately. j 
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